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248. (215). WHO ARE QUALIFIED ELECTORS— 
Every person of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, 
that shall at the time of registration be a citizen of the 
United States, and shall have resided and had his or her 
habitation, domicile, home, and place of permanent abode 
in Florida for one year, and in the county for six months, 
shall, if otherwise qualified according to law in such 
county, be deemed a qualified elector at all elections under 
the Constitution, Naturalized citizens of the United 
States, at the time of and before registration shall pro- 
duce to the registration officer their certificates of natu- 
ralization or duly certified copies thereof, and shall make 
oath that they are the identical persons named in such 
certificates, before they shall be allowed to register; 
Provided, That the following classes of persona shall not 
be entitled to vote: 

First. Persons not duly registered according to law. 

Second. Persons under guardianship, including those 
kept in or confined in any public prison. 

Third. Persons who are insane or idiotic. 

Fourth. Persons who may have been convicted of any 
felony by any court of record. 

Fifth. Persons who may have been convicted of brib- 
ery, perjury, or larceny, or of any infamous crime in any 
court of this State, or any other State, or interested in 
any bet or wager, the result of which shall depend upon 
any election, or that shall hereafter fight a duel, or send 
knowingly, carry or accept a challenge to fight, or that 
shall be a second to either party, or that shall be the 
bearer of such challenge or acceptance; but the legal 



disability shall not accrue until after trial and conviction 
by due form of law. 

Sixth. No person shall be permitted to vote at an 
election who shall have failed to pay, at least on or be- 
fore the fourth Saturday preceding the day of such elec- 
tion, hia or her poll taxes for the two years next pre- 
ceding the year in which such election shall be held; 
Provided, That no person shall be prevented from voting 
on account of not having so paid a poll tax for any year 
which shall not have been lawfully assessable against 
him or her by reason of his or her not having been of 
age, or having been over fifty-five years of age, or who 
has lost a limb in battle, or who shall have become dis- 
abled in the United States Army or Navy service, and 
who shall have procured and shall exhibit the certifi- 
cate of the supervisor of registration to that effect as 
hereinafter provided for; and no person who became 
eligible to qualify as an elector in the year A. D. 1920 
shall be prevented from voting because of not having 
paid a poll tax for that year. Provided, That no person 
who has not been in this State one year previous to any 
general election, shall be required to pay more than one 
year's poll taxes. Provided, That no person who has only 
been a resident of this State one year must first produce 
a poll tax receipt from the State from which they moved 
from, before being permitted to vote. 

Seventh. No person shall be permitted to vote, or 
shall such vote be counted, unless the person registers 
to vote in the election district in which he or she shall 
have his or her permanent place of residence. 

249. WHEN SOLDIERS AND SAILORS MAY VOTE. 
— Any soldier, sailor, or marine who returns to the State 
after the time for payment of po'l tax or for registra- 
tion has expired, may be permitted to vote in any mu- 
nicipal primary or regular election upon the presentation 
of hia discharge to the election officers and establish- 
ing the fact that he is the bonda fide holder of same and 
that he could have been duly authorized to vote in said 
election except for his absence from the State and the 



fact that he was engaged in the military or naval serv 
ice of the United States. 

251. (216). DAY OF GENERAL ELECTION.— A 
general election shall be held in the several counties of 
this State on the Tuesday next succeeding the first 
Monday in November, A. D. 1906, and biennially on the 
same day thereafter, or upon such day as may hereafter 
be fixed by law, at which general election there shall 
be chosen by the qualified electors in this State such 
elective State and county officers whose terms of office 
may then require an election to be held to fill such of- 
fice, beside State senators and members of the House 
of Representatives of this State, and such other elective 
officers as may be required to be elected, as provided 
by the Constitution and laws of this State, except as 
herein otherwise provided. 

252. (217). GENERAL ELECTIONS.-A Governor, 
the administrative officers of the executive department, 
and the State Senators representing the odd numbered 
districts, shall be elected at a general election to be held 
in A. D. 1920, and every four years thereafter. State 
Senators from the even numbered districts shall be 
chosen in the general election in A. D. 1922, and every 
four years thereafter. Members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall be chosen at every general election. 
A clerk of the circuit court, county judge, sheriff, su- 
perintendent of public Instruction, a county surveyor, a 
county assessor of taxes, and a county tax collector 
shall be chosen for each county in this State by its quali- 
fied electors at the general election A. D. 1920, and 
every four years thereafter. A county board of public 
instruction, consisting of three members, one from each 
school district, to be elected from the several counties 
at large of this State, and a board of county commis- 
sioners of five members, one for each county commis- 
sioner's district, elected from the several counties at 
large of this State, shall be elected by the qualified elec- 
tors thereof at every general election. A justice of the 
peace for each justice district, and a constable for each 
justice district shall be elected by the qualified electors 
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thereof at the general election A. D. 1920, and every 
four years thereafter. 

253. (218). ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO CONGRESS AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS— A 
representative to the Congress of the United States shall 
be elected in and for each congressional district of this 
State at every general election. Electors of president 
and vice-president of the United States shall be elected 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber, A. D. 1908, and on the same day every four years 
thereafter. 

254. (219). SPECIAL ELECTIONS.— Special elec- 
tions shall be held in the following cases: 

First. Where there has been no choice of any officer 
who should have been elected at a general election. 

Second. When a vacancy shall occur in the office of 
State Senator or member of the House of Representatives 
of this State. But in case of a vacancy in the office of 
State Senator or member of the said House of Represen- 
tatives, a special election shall not be held unless a ses- 
sion of the Legislature shall be held after the vacancy 
occurs and before a general election. 

Third. When a vacancy shall occur, more than three 
months before a general election, in the office of repre- 
sentative to the Congress of th^ United States, or in any 
other office that the Governor shall not be authorized 
to fill by appointment. But if any vacancy shall occur 
at a time not more than three months before a general 
election, the Governor may, in his discretion, order a 
special election to fill the same. 

Fourth. When it shall be necessary to elect presiden- 
tial electors, by reason of the offices of President and 
Vice-President both having become vacant. 

255. (220). NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
—The Secretary of State shall, between the first days of 
July and September in any year in which a general 
election shall be held, make out and cause to be pub- 



lished, at least sixty days prior to the day of holding 
the election, in one or more newspapers printed at the 
State Capital, at least once a week until the election, a 
notice stating what offices and vacancies are to be filled 
at such general election in the State, and in eaeh county 
and district thereof, and shall send to the sheriff of each 
county a notice of the offices and vacancies of each coun- 
ty to be filled at such general election by the qualified 
voters of his county, or any district thereof, and the 
sheriff shall cause a copy of such notice to be published 
weekly in a newspaper printed in his county, if there 
be one in the county, and if there be no such paper print- 
ed in his county, he shall cause at least five copies 
of such notice to be posted in the most conspicuous and 
public places in the county. 

256. (221). NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTIONS.— 
Whenever a special election for any office is required 
to be holden, the Governor shall make an order declaring 
on what day the same shall be held, and deliver the same 
to the Secretary of State, whereupon the Secretary of 
State shall publish notice of the election to be holden 
therefor in one or more newspapers published weekly 
at the State Capital, for not less than fifteen days nor 
more than forty days prior to said election, containing 
notice of the vacancy or vacancies to be filled, and 
of the county or counties in which the elections are to 
be held therefor; and the Secretary of State shall also 
deliver to the sheriff of such county or counties, in 
which such special ejections are to be held, a notice of 
the time of election and the offices to be filled by the 
voters of their respective counties, or any district there- 
of, and the sheriff shall cause a copy of such notice to 
be published weekly in some newspaper pr'nted in his 
county if there be such a newspaper, and if there be no 
"such paper printed in his county, he shall cause at least 
five copies of such notice to Be posted in the most pubifc 
and conspicuous places in the county. 

257. (222). OATH AND IDENTIFICATION OF 
ELECTOR FOR REGISTRATION.— Upon application for 
registration each elector shall he requ red to take and 
su v scribe the following oath: "I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States and cf the State of Florida; that I 
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am twenty-one years of age and have been a resident 
of the State of Florida for twelve months, and of this 
county for six months; that I am a citizen of the United 
States, and that I am qualified to vote under the Con- 
stitution and laws of the State of Florida, 7 ' The super- 
visor of registration and district registration officers 
provided for, are hereby authorized and required to 
administer this oath, and the elector shall also be re- 
quired, under oath, to be administered by the registra- 
tion officer, to give such description of himself as will 
be sufficient to clearly identify his person with the act 
of registration. 

258. (223). SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION 
AND DISTRICT REGISTRATION OFFICERS.— Upon 
the expiration of the term of office for which each su- 
pervisor of registration of electors has heretofore been 
appointed in each county, the Governor shall appoint, 
subject to removal by him at any time, cue competent, 
discreet and fair-minded person in each county, who 
shall be a qualified elector thereof to be known as super- 
visor of registration of electors in said county. Each su- 
pervisor shall hold his office until the first Tuesday aft- 
er the first Monday in January of the year following 
such appointment and until his successor shall be ap- 
pointed and qualified. Upon the expiration of the term 
of office "for which each supervisor of registration of 
electors shall be appointed" under the foregoing provi- 
sions, and every four years thereafter, the Governor 
shall appoint, subject to removal by him at any time, one 
competent, discreet and fair-minded person in each coun- 
ty, who shall be a qualified elector thereof, to be known 
as the supervisor of registration of electors in said 
county. Each supervisor shall hold his office for four 
years and until his successor shall be appointed and 
qualified. Upon the office of the supervisor of registra- 
tion becoming vacant for any cause, the Governor shall 
by appointment fill such vacancy for the unexpired term 
only. Every supervisor appointed under the provisions 
of this law shall keep his office at the county site and 
shall have exclusive charge of the registration of elec- 
tors and for this purpose shall open and keep books suit- 
able for such registration of electors in each election 
district in such county. He shall appoint, subject to re- 
moval at any time by him, a district registration officer 
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of each election district in hia county, whose duty it 
shall be to attend to the registration of electors in such 
district as hereinafter provided. The supervisor of reg- 
istration shall not be eligible for any other office until 
six months after ceasing to be such supervisor. 

259. (224). SUPERVISOR TO TAKE OATH AND 
GIVE BOND; COMPENSATION.— Each supervisor shall, 
before entering on the performance of his duties, take 
the oath prescribed by Section 2 of Article XVI of the 
Constitution, and shall give a bond to the Governor of 
the State in the sum of five hundred dollars, with two 
sureties, to be approved by the Board of County Com- 
missioners of his county, conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of his duties as such supervisor. The compensa- 
tion of such supervisors shall be such sum or sums in pro- 
portion to the amount of work to be done as may be fixed 
and and allowed by the Board of County Commissioners in 
each county respectively; Provided, That the compensa- 
tion of no supervisor shall be less than one hundred dol- 
lars per annum. The district registration officers shall be 
paid for their services by the respective «"junties such 
sum or sums as may be fixed by the board of County 
Commissioners in each county respectively, after the su- 
pervisor of registration shall have certified the amount of 
service performed by each of such district registration of- 
ficers. 

260. SALARIES OF SUPERVISORS OF REGIS- 
TRATION IN COUNTIES HAVING POPULATION OF 
NOT LESS THAN SEVENTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND NOT MORE THAN SEVENTEEN 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY.— The salaries 
of the Supervisors of Registration in all Counties in the 
State of Florida having a population of not less than 
17,700 and not more than 17,750, according to the last 
official State Census, shall be and the eame is hereby 
fixed at Nine Hundred Dollars per annum ; such salaries 
to be payable monthly by the County Commissioners of 
the several counties referred to out of the General Rev- 
enue Fund of said counties. 

261. (225). SUPERVISOR MAY REMOVE DIS- 
TRICT REGISTRATION OFFICER.— Each supervisor 
shall have power at any time to remove any district reg- 
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istration officer within his county whenever he deems 
proper, and such district registration officer, when so 
removed, shall, on demand, surrender to such supervisor 
all books and papers -connected with his office. Each 
district registration officer shall, before entering upon 
the performance of his duties, make oath in writing be- 
fore any off.cer authorized to administer oaths, that 
he will well and faithfully perform the duties of his of- 
fice, which oath shall be transmitted to the supervisor 
of registration and preserved by him. 

262. (226). TO DELIVER BOOKS AND PAPERS 
TO SUCCESSOR. — Upon the removal of any supervisor 
of registration of electors, it shall be his duty to im- 
mediately and promptly deliver over to his successor all 
the books and papers and blanks belonging to his office or 
connected therewith in any way. 

263. (227). TIME OF REGISTRATION AND OF- 
FICE HOURS. — The supervisor of registration shall 
keep the registration books of the county open at his 
office at least thrse days in each week, and oftener if the 
eounty commissioners shall so order, from 9 o'clock A. M. 
A. M. to 12 M., and from 2 o'clock P. M. to 5 P. M., from 
the first Monday in August in each year in which there 
is any general election, for the registration of electors. 
And he shall give notice by publishing in a newspaper 
printed in his county, for two consecutive weeks imme- 
diately preceding the time of opening hi3 books, naming 
the days of the week he will keep his books open. The 
district registration officers hereinbefore provided for 
shall keep the registration books for such district open at 
some convenient place therein for the purpose of reg- 
istration, at least two days in each week, from 9 o'clock 
A. M. to 12 M., and from 1 o'clock P. M. to 7 P. M. from 
the first Monday in September until the second Saturday 
of the month preceding the day in each year in which 
there is any general election. He shall give notice by 
posting in three conspicuous places in his district, nam- 
ing days of the week his books will open, and at what 
particular building or dwelling he will be. During the 
time that the district registration officer is registering 
voters he may register in one book and the supervisor 
in another. The registration books of each county shall 
be closed on said second Saturday of the month preced- 
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ing the day in each year in which there shall be a gen- 
eral election. And no person shall be allowed to regis- 
ter at any other time than during the period herein pro- 
vided for the opening of said books for registration of 
electors. 

264. REGISTRATION BOOKS IN COUNTIES HAV- 
ING NOT LESS THAN FIFTY THOUSAND NOR MORE 
THAN SIXTY-FIVE THOUSAND POPULATION— The 
county registration books in all counties in the State 
of Florida having a population of not less than fifty 
thousand and not more than sixty-five thousand people, 
according to the State census of 1925, shall be kept open 
on each week day from 9 A. M. until 5 P. M. in the of- 
fice of the supervisor of registration in each of said 
counties for the registration of electors for all general, 
special and primary elections; Provided, however, that 
said registration book shall close before each general, 
special or primary ejection at the time and in the manner 
now required by the laws governing both primary and 
general elections in said State but shall reopen for 
registration purposes the day following said election or 
elections. The compensation to be paid the Supervisor 
of Registration in said counties in lieu of all other com- 
pensation now allowed by law for his services as such 
supervisor cf registration shall be the sum of twenty-four 
hundred dollars per annum payable in equal monthly 
payments of two hundred dollars each. This section 
shall be in addition to all laws now in force and applying 
to the duties of the registration officer and the registra- 
tion of electors in said counties not in direct conflict 
herewith. 

266. REGISTRATION BOOKS IN COUNTIES HAV- 
ING NOT LESS THAN EIGHTEEN THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED NOR MORE THAN NINETEEN THOU- 
SAND POPULATION.— The County Registration Books 
in all Counties in the State of Florida having a popula- 
tion cf not less than Eighteen Thousand Five Hundred 
and not more than Nineteen Thousand people according 
to the last State Census, shall be kept open Saturday 
of each week from 9 A, M, until 5 P. M. in the office of 
the Supervisor of Registration in each of said Counties for 
the registration of electors for all general, special and 
primary elections, provided, however, that said Regis- 
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tration Book shall close before each general, special or 
primary election at the time and in the manner now re- 
quired by the laws governing both primary and general 
elections in said State but shall reopen for registration 
purposes the day following said election or elections. 

The compensation to be paid the Supervisor of Regis- 
tration in said counties in lieu of all other compensation 
now allowed by law for his services as such Supervisor 
of Registration shall be the sum of six hundred dollars 
per annum payable in equal monthly payments of fifty 
dollars each. 

This section shall be in addition to all laws now in 
force and applying to the duties of the Registration 
Officer and the registration of electors in said counties 
not in direct conflict herewith, 

266. TAX COLLECTORS AS EX-OFFICIO SUPER- 
VISORS OF REGISTRATION IN COUNTIES HAVING 
POPULATION OF NOT LESS THAN THIRTEEN 
THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND NOT MORE THAN 
THIRTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED.— In all 
counties having, according to the State census of 1925, 
a population of not less than thirteen thousand six hun- 
dred and not more than thirteen thousand eight hundred, 
the powers and duties heretofore vested in and imposed 
upon supervisor of registration, shall be and they are 
hereby vested in and imposed upon the tax collectors of 
the respective counties who shall, while acting as such 
subscribe themselves as ex-officio supervisors of registra- 
tion, 

267. RE-REGISTRATION OF VOTERS IN SAID 
COUNTIES. — In all primary elections within counties 
having a population as stated in the foregoing section, 
new registration books shall be provided and a complete 
re-registration of all electors, shall be required in the 
year 1928, under the provisions of law governing primary 
elections and all persons who shall then register or who 
may thereafter register under the provisions of law 
governing registration for primary elections shall be 
deemed duly registered for all general or special primary 
elections or general or special elections so long as they 
continue to reside in the election precinct, in which they 
so registered and their names carried upon the registra- 
tion books as electors duly registered for such elections 
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provided, that the registration books for primary elec- 
tions shall be used for all general or special elections 
and two sets of registration books shall not be required, 
but all persons registered for primary elections shall be 
deemed and held registered for general or special elec- 
tions. 

268. EXISTING LAWS APPLICABLE TO TAX 
COLLECTORS ACTING AS EX-OFFICIO SUPERVIS- 
ORS OF REGISTRATION —All provisions of existing 
laws applicable to supervisors of registration and their 
duty, powers and compensation, not in conflict herewith, 
shall be applicable to the several tax collectors in the 
performance of the duties hereby imposed. 

269. RE-REGISTRATION IN COUNTIES HAVING 
POPULATION OF NOT LESS THAN FIFTEEN THOU- 
SAND FIVE HUNDRED AND NOT MORE THAN SIX- 
TEEN THOUSAND.—In all counties of this State hav- 
ing a population of not less than fifteen thousand five 
hundred and not more than sixteen thousand, according 
to the last State census, the County Commissioners 
shall provide for a re-registration of all voters of such 
counties who intend to vote and qualify for voting in any 
general or primary election to be held in the year, A D. 
1928, or subsequent years thereafter, and in order to 
accomplish such re-registration of such voters, it shall 
be the duty of the Supervisors of Registration of such 
counties to immediately open their registration books 
for the purpose of registering or re-registering such 
voters as may desire to register and qualify to vote in 
any general or primary election to be held in the year, 
A. D. 1928, or subsequent years thereafter, and to re- 
register all of the voters of such county. 

270. SAME: NULLIFICATION OF PAST REGIS- 
TRATIONS. — All registration of voters heretofore had in 
counties of the population described in Section 269 shall 
be null and void and of no force and effect on and after 
January 1st, A. D. 1928. 

271. SAME: TIME TO APPLY FOR RE-REGISTRA- 
TION; LEGAL REGISTRATION BOOKS.— Any person 
who may desire and who possesses the qualifications 
provided by law for becoming a registered voter in the 
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counties hereinbefore described, may apply to the reg- 
istration officers in the several counties described in 
Section 269, for the purpose of being registered or re- 
registered, as the case may be, according to law, and it 
shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Regis- 
tration of such counties to register or re-register 
any such persons who may be found by him to 
possess the qualifications required by law for be- 
coming a legal voter in such counties for any 
general or primary election for which such vot- 
ers desire to register; and all books containing the 
registration of voters herein provided for shall be 
deemed, taken and held to be legal registration books of 
such counties, and shall be used in all general and pri- 
mary elections held in the years A. D. 1923 and thereafter 
until otherwise provided by law. 

272. SAME: TIME OF CLOSING REGISTRATION 
BOOKS. — The re-registration of voters hereinbefore 
provided for may continue until not later than thirty 
days before any primary election to be held in the 
year 1928, and the books shall then be closed until after 
the holding of such primary election, and registrations 
for the general election may be held thereafter until 
within thirty days prior to the date of holding any sub- 
sequent general election, whereupon said registration 
shall cease until after the time for holding the general 
election, and thereafter the registration of voters may 
continue at all times except within the period of thirty 
days immediately preceding any general or primary 
election, the purpose and intention of this law being to 
provide for a registration of all voters in said counties 
and to provide that the registration books shall be kept 
open for registration of voters continuously except dur- 
ing that period of time amounting to thirty days imme- 
diately preceding any general or primary election. 

273. SAME: FEES OF SUPERVISOR OF REGIS- 
TRATION. — The Supervisor of Registration shall receive 
for his fees in making the registrations of voters here- 
inbefore provided for, the same compensation as is now 
or may hereafter be provided by law to be paid Super- 
visors of Registration for like services. 

274. SAME: REGISTRATION BY DISTRICT REG- 
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ISTRATION OFFICERS.— Registrations may be made 
by District Registration officers under the supervision 
of the registration officer in the same manner as now 
provided by law. 

275. RE-REGISTRATION IN COUNTIES HAVING 
POPULATION OF NOT LESS THAN SEVENTEEN 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND NOT MORE 
THAN SEVENTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY. — In all counties of this State having a popula- 
tion of not less than seventeen thousand seven hundred 
and not more than seventeen thousand seven hundred 
fifty, according to the last State Census, the County 
Commissioners shall provide for a re-registration of 
all voters of such counties who intend to vote and 
qualify for voting in any General or Primary Election 
to be held in the year A. D. 1928, or subsequent years 
thereafter, and in order to accomplish such re-regis- 
tration of such voters, it shall be the duty of the 
Supervisors of Registration of such counties to imme- 
diately open their registration books for the purpose of 
registering or re-registering such voters as may desire 
to register and qualify to vote in any general or primary 
election to be held in the year A. D. 1928 or subsequent 
years thereafter, and to re-register all of the voters of 
such county. 

276. SAME: NULLIFICATION OF PAST REGISTRA- 
TIONS. — All registration of voters heretofore had in 
counties of the population described in Section 275 shall 
be null and void and of no force and effect on and after 
January 1st, A. D. 1928. 

277. SAME: TIME TO APPLY FOR RE-REGISTRA- 
TION; LEGAL REGISTRATION BOOKS.— Any person 
who may desire and who possesses the qualifications 
provided by law for becoming a registered voter in the 
counties herein before described, may apply to the reg- 
istration officers in the several counties described in 
Section 275, for the purpose of being registered or re- 
registered, as the case may be, according to law, and it 
shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Registration of 
such counties to register or re-register any such per- 
sons who may be found by him to possess the qualifica- 
tions required by law for becoming a legal voter in such 
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counties for any general or primary election for which 
such voters desire to register; and all books containing 
the registration of voters herein provided for shall be 
deemed, taken and held to be the legal registration 
books of such counties, and shall be used in all general 
and primary elections held in the years A. D. 1928 and 
thereafter until otherwise provided by law. 

278. SAME; TIME OF CLOSING REGISTRATION 
BOOKS. — The re-registration of voters hereinbefore 
provided for may continue until not later than thirty 
days before any primary election to be held in the year 
1928, and the books shall then be closed until after the 
holding of such primary election, and registrations for 
the general election may be held thereafter until 
within thirty days prior to the date of holding any 
subsequent general election, whereupon said registration 
shall cease until after the time for holding the general 
election, and thereafter the registration of voters may 
continue at all times except within the period of thirty 
days immediately preceding any general or primary 
election, the purpose and intention of this law being to 
provide for a registration of all voters in said counties 
and provided that the registration books shall be kept open 
for registration of voters continuously except during 
that period of time amounting to thirty days immediate- 
ly preceding any general or primary election. 

279. SAME; FEES OF SUPERVISOR OF REGIS- 
TRATION.— The Supervisor of Registration shall re- 
ceive for his fees in making the registration of voters 
hereinbefore provided for, the same compensation as is 
now or may hereafter be provided by law to be paid 
supervisors of registration for like services. 

280. SAME; REGISTRATION BY DISTRICT REG- 
ISTRATION OFFICERS.— Registrations may be made 
by District Registration officers under the supervision 
of the registration officer in the same manner as now 
provided by law. 

281. (228). REGISTRATION AND ELECTION 
DISTRICTS. — Each election and registration district, 
voting place or precinct in this State, as now laid out, 
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defined and fixed, is hereby recognized and continued; 
but the Board of County Commissioners in each county 
are hereby empowered, at any time prior to the first day 
of July in any year in which there shall be a general 
election, to alter or change the same, or to create new 
districts, designating each district by number, and at 
the most suitable point in each district to establish a 
voting place or precinct, at which voting place or pre- 
cinct there shall be a polling place as hereinafter pro- 
vided, which said voting place or precinct shall not 
thereafter' be changed without the consent of four mem- 
bers of the Board of County Commissioners, in meeting 
assembled. 

282. (229). DESCRIPTION OF ELECTION DIS- 
TRICTS TO BE RECORDED.— Within ten days after 
there shall be any change in the division, number or 
boundaries of the election districts as now established, 
or of the location of the voting places or precincts, it 
shall be the duty of the county commissioners in each 
county in which there shall be any such change to make 
in writing an accurate description of any such new or 
a.tered election districts, setting forth the boundary lines 
thereof, so as to designate accurately the limits of each 
district that has not already been clearly defined and 
established, and they shall at the same time name and 
clearly define and describe in writing the voting place 
or precinct which they shall have established in any such 
new or altered election district or in any district in 
which they may change the voting place or precinct 
which they shall have established in any such new or 
altered election district or in any precinct in which they 
may change the voting place or precinct, and they shall 
forthwith cause the same to be recorded in the registry 
of deeds in the office of the clerk of the circuit court for 
such county. 

283. (230). PUBLICATION.— On recording the afore- 
said designations and descriptions of said election 
districts and voting places or precincts the said county 
commissioners shall publish the same for not exceeding 
four weeks in some newspaper published in the county, 
and if there be no newspaper published in said county, 
they shall post a plainly written or printed copy of said 
descriptions and designations at the court house of such 
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county in a conspicuous place, and also at three public 
places in the district changed or altered. 

284. (231). PUBLICATION OP LIST OF QUALI- 
FIED VOTERS. — The supervisor of registration of the 
several counties of this State shall have published within 
fourteen days after the second Saturday in the month 
preceding the day in which any general election is held, 
a certified list of the registered and qualified electors 
of each election district wherein such election shall be 
held. 

285. (232). SECRETARY OF STATE TO FURNISH 
BOOKS AND BLANKS.— It shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of State to cause a sufficient number of 
registration books, blank oaths of registration, certifi- 
cates of registration, applications for renewal of certifi- 
cates, certificates of transfer, and other blanks required 
to be used under this law, to be prepared so that there 
shall be three of said registration books for each election 
district in each county, which registration books shall, 
at the top of each page, have written or printed the 
oath required by the Constitution to be taken by electors 
at the time of registration, and shall be ruled in columns 
with proper heading so as to indicate the name, age, color, 
occupation and place of residence, including the street, 
lot and block of any town or city, and the date of regis- 
tration of each elector and the number of the certificate 
that may be issued to him, with a separate column at 
the right side of each line for such notes and entries as 
may from time to time be necessary to put opposite any 
name; Provided, That outside of towns and cities the 
residence may be designated by number of quarter 
section or convenient sub-division thereof. The pages of 
said books shall be alphabetically arranged and numbered, 
and the lines in each page shall be numbered, and the 
names thereon shall be alphabetically registered. 

286. (233). REQUISITION FOR BOOKS AND 
BLANKS. — Upon requisition of the county commission- 
ers of any county, the Secretary of State shall furnish 
them the required number of said books and blanks, 
which the county commissioners shall deliver to the su- 
pervisor of registration of their respective counties. 

287. (234). SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION Ti> 
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MAKE UP BOOKS.— Immediately upon the expiration of 
the time for registration at the several precincts, each 
district registration officer shall promptly deliver his 
book and all blanks left in his possession to the super- 
visor of registration at the county site, and thereupon 
the supervisor of registration shall proceed to make 
up the registration books for the several districts in 
his county, so that three registration books for each 
election district shall exactly correspond and be as nearly 
as may be a duplicate the one of the other. Such books 
shall be so marked on the backs thereof as to designate 
clearly to which election district they belong, and one 
of the said books for every election district shall be 
marked by the supervisor on the back thereof with the 
words "Office Copy" and which office copies shall at all 
times be kept by the supervisor in his office. 

The original registration books used by the district 
registration officials shall also, after being returned by 
them, be kept by the supervisor in his office. 

288. (235). REGISTRATION CERTIFICATES.— 
Each elector, upon being registered, shall be furnished 
by the registration officer with a certificate of registra- 
tion, which certificate issued by the supervisor, shall 
be numbered in each district for which they are issued, 
by consecutive numbers, in the order in which they are 
issued by him, which certificate shall contain a state- 
ment of the fu:l name, age, color, height, occupation, 
place of residence, and date of registration as entered 
in the registration books, which certificates shall be 
signed by the registration officer, 

289. (236). VOTER MUST BE REGISTERED IN 
DISTRICT. — No person shall be allowed t& vote in any 
other election district than the one in which he is regis- 
tered; nor shall any person whose name does not appear 
upon the registration books be allowed to vote; Provided, 
That when the name of any one who has duly registered 
does not appear on the registration books of the election 
district ■ in which he registered, and in which he resides, 
such person shall, on making satisfactory proof to the 
supervisor of registration of the fact of his previous 
registration, and that his name has been improperly 
omitted from the said books, be entitled to have his name 
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restored to said books on application to the supervisor 
of registration, and shall thereupon receive from such 
supervisor a certificate of registration similar to that 
hereinbefore provided for, across the face of which shall 
be written in red ink the words, "Restoration Certifi- 
cate," by the supervisor of registration, on the produc- 
tion of which, at the proper polling place of the proper 
election district, he shall be entitled to vote, even though 
his name does not appear on the registration books of 
such district; Provided, Said certificate of registration 
properly identifies him to the managers of the election. 
The certificate of registration shall be of the following 
form: 

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE NO 

State of Florida, 

County. 

Election District No. 

The bearer ....is at the date 

hereof a qualified elector in the above district. He resides 

at is years of 

age. by occupation a 

He is feet ... inches in height; his color 

is and he is entitled to vote in 

said district, unless hereinafter disqualified. 

Registered on this day of 

A. D. 19 



Supervisor of Registration for said County. 

290. (237), CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER.— The 
certificate of transfer to be used in cases of transfer 
from one election district to another shall be the follow- 
ing form: 

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 

NO 

State of Florida, 

County. 

Election District No 

The bearer, , is at the 
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date hereof a qualified elector in the above district. He 

resides at is years 

of age, by occupation „ He 

is feet inches in height. His color 

is '. , and he is entitled to vote in 

said district No where he formerly resided. 

Transferred on this day of , 

A. D. 19 

Supervisor of Registration of said County. 

291. (238). NEW REGISTRATION BOOKS.— 
Whenever it may be necessary, the supervisor of regis- 
tration of any county shall transfer and transcribe into 
new registration books from whatever registration books 
may be in possession of such supervisor, the names of all 
electors who appear upon said old books to be properly 
and legally registered electors thereon at the time of 
such transfer to said three new books, taking care that 
the names of all the electors shall be transcribed only 
in the b'roks of the election district to which such 
electors belong. 

292. (239). WHEN BOOKS TO BE CLOSED.— At 
the end of the time provided by this law for the regis- 
tration books to be kept open by the supervisor of regis- 
tration the said books shall be closed, and shall not again 
be opened for registration until after the next succeed- 
ing general election, except as herein provided, and the 
supervisor of registration shall attach his certificate to 
each of said three registration books, certifying that they 
have ben examined and revised by him, and that he has 
caused such registration to be made in compliance with 
the Constitution and laws of the State of Florida, fairly 
and impartially, to the best of his ability, and such 
books, or lists of names so certified, with such additions, 
corrections, erasures and revisions, as may from time 
to time in conformity to law, be made to or of the same, 
shall constitute the registration books and lists of such 
county. 

293. (240), CUSTODIAN OP REGISTRATION 



BOOKS. — The supervisors of registration of electors in 
the various counties shall be the official custodians of the 
books of registration, and they shall have the exclusive 
control and management of ail matters pertaining to the 
proper registration of electors at all times. Whenever 
it shall come to the knowledge of a supervisor of regis- 
tration that any elector has died or become disqualified 
to vote by reason of conviction of any disqualifying 
crime, or from any other cause, or has removed from 
the county, or from one election district to another in the 
county without obtaining a certificate of transfer, or 
that his right to vote has become in any wise affected 
since his registration it shall be the duty of, said super- 
visor to make a note of such fact on the proper regis- 
tration books opposite the name of such person and to 
mark off the names of such persons as have so ceased 
to be qualified electors by running a pen through the 
name of each person on such books, and in such cases 
the supervisor shall carefully note in said books the date 
of such erasure, and in no case shall the inspectors or 
managers of any election allow any person to vote whose 
name shall appear on the books to have been struck off 
or erased, whether such person shall have a certificate 
of registration or not, unless he produces or exhibits to 
such managers a proper certificate, signed by the super- 
visor of registration, showing that he has been properly 
restored to said books subsequent to the date of erasure 
of his name from said books. 

294. (241). NAMES MAY BE RESTORED TO 
REGISTRATION BOOKS— All additions to, corrections 
and other entries in, and all erasures of names, and the 
causes and dates thereof, shall be made by the supervis- 
ors in all three of the registration books belonging to 
each election district in his county, so as to keep all 
three of said books at all times as near as may be dupli- 
cates the one of the other; Provided, That when the 
name of any elector shall have been wrongfully or er- 
roneously erased, the same shall be festered by the 
supervisor of registration on application and proofs to 
him, or may be restored by order of the board of county 
commissioners, if the supervisor on application and 
proofs, fails to do so. 

295. (242). RENEWAL OF REGISTRATION CER- 
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TIFICATE.— Every elector shall have the right to a 
renewal of his certificate of registration without fee or 
charge when the same becomes defaced by time or ac- 
cident, upon his surrendering such certificate so defaced 
to the supervisor of registration. Any elector who may 
lose his certificate of registration shall be entitled to 
a renewal thereof by the supervisor of registration of 
the county in which such elector was registered upon 
application therefor, and proof of the loss, in the follow- 
ing manner: He shall at any time before the next general 
election apply for a renewal of his certificate, stating 
under oath, to be administered by the supervisor, the 
facts of his former registration and of such loss, and 
that he has not sold, bartered or parted with his certifi- 
cate, and Jias not wilfully destroyed *or lost it, which ap- 
plication the supervisor shall examine into, and if the 
facts therein alleged shall be sustained to the satisfac- 
tion of the supervisor, he shall issue to the applicant a 
renewal of his certificate, marking, or stamping across 
its fac* the word "Renewal," and shall make the proper 
entry in the registration books of the fact of such re- 
newal. The decision of the supervisor in such case, if 
it shall be against the application, shall be subject to 
revision by the board of county commissioners, if he be 
notified of such appeal to said board within three days 
after notice to the applicant of the rejection of his ap- 
plication. 

296. (243). TRANSFER CERTIFICATE FROM 
ONE DISTRICT -TO ANOTHER.— In case of the removal 
of an elector from one district to another district in the 
same county, such elector shall notify the supervisor of 
registrat'on of such change of residence, and shall sur- 
render his certificate of registration to such supervisor, 
who shall at once enter the fact in the proper registra- 
tion books, and shall give, without fee or charge, such 
elector a certificate of transfer of registration in 
accordance with such change of residence. If such 
person was registered before a certificate of registra- 
tion was provided for by law, and therefore he has no 
certificate, he shall be entitled to have his name trans- 
ferred as above provided for, and shah also receive the 
certificate of transfer as above provided for. In case 
of refusal or failure of any elector to notify the super- 
visor of. his removal of his residence as in thiB section 
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provided for, it shall be the duty of such supervisor, 
upon the facts of such removal being brought to his 
knowledge, to erase the name of such person from the 
registration books, and to note therein the cause and 
date of such erasure. No elector, who, having been 
previously registered, shall have removed from one dis- 
trict to another in the same county, shall be allowed to 
register, nor shall he be allowed to vote by the managers 
of any election, without a certificate of transfer of 
registration, as above provided. 

297. (244). COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO EX- 
AMINE AND REVISE REGISTRATION BOOKS.— It 
shall be the duty of the county commissioners of each 
county, on the first Wednesday after the registration 
books are closed, as provided for in this article, in every 
year in which there is a general election, to examine and 
revise the registration books of said county, erasing 
therefrom the names of all such as have died, or 
removed from the county, or from one district to another 
in the same county, or who «re otherwise disqualified to 
vote, and restoring such names as have been improperly 
taken off by the supervisor of registration ; said exam- 
ination and revision shall be completed within three 
days thereafter, and immediately the county commis- 
sioners shall cause to be published in a newpaper, if 
there be one published in such county, and also post at 
the court house door a list of the names, alphabetically 
arranged, that have been erased or stricken from the 
registration books of each district in such county, either 
by supervisor of registration, or said board of county 
commissioners; and any person whose name shall have 
been wrongfully or erroneously erased or stricken off, 
and who shall, with a time not less than ten days before 
the day of any general election to be held in such 
county, make such fact appear to the satisfaction of 
said board, shall be entitled to have his name restored 
to the registration books, and the supervior of registra- 
tion, when so ordered by the board of county commis- 
sioners, shall restore such name or names to said 
books, with the date of replacement and entries as to 
how or why such restoration was made, and he shall 
without charge, issue to said person or persons a new 
certificate or certificates of registration, as provided 
for in Section 295 ; and it is hereby made the duty of the 
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county commissioners of each county to hold such special 
meetings as may be necessary from time to time for car- 
rying the provisions of this section into affect, and they 
are authorized to require the county treasurer to pay such 
expenses as may be necessary in the performance of their 
duties; Provided, That in case any special election is 
held in any county of the State, it shall be the duty of 
the board of county commissioners to hold a meeting at 
least fifteen days before said election and proceed to 
revise the registration list and give the notices as pro- 
vided, as in cases of general election in this article, 

298. (245). INSPECTORS OF ELECTION TO BE 
FURNISHED WITH COPY OF REGISTRATION 
BOOKS. — At each election the supervisor of registration 
shall furnish the inspectors of elections of each polling 
place in each election district with one of the registra- 
tion books for such district, the supervisor retaining in 
his office the other copy or duplicate of such book that 
he has marked "Office Copy," as provided in Section 293, 
for the care and custody of which books so delivered to 
them, the inspectors receiving the same shall be respon- 
sible, and which books they shall return to the supervisor 
of registration within three days after the close of the 
election. The supervisor of registration shall not be au- 
thorized or required prior to any election to furnish 
copies of the registration books of his county, or to allow 
indiscriminate handling or examination thereof by any 
one, but he shall at all times allow any elector to ex- 
amine as to the status of his own name upon the books 
of the election district to which such elector may belong. 

299. REGISTRATION OF FREE HOLDERS IN 
COUNTIES HAVING POPULATION IN EXCESS OF 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND; STATEMENT 
UNDER OATH.— In all of the Counties oi the State 
of Florida having a population in excess of one hundred 
fifty thousand, according to the last preceding census 
authorized by the Legislature of the State of Florida, 
at the time of the registration of any voter, in addi- 
tion to the oaths now required by law, it shall be the 
duty of the Supervisor of Registration to require each 
person so registering, to state, under oath, whether or 
not such person is a free-holder, and such person is 
hereby required to state under oath whether or not 
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he or she is a freeholder and it shall be the duty of 
the Supervisor of Registration to note such fact upon 
the Registration Book opposite the name of such person. 

300. SAME: TIME WITHIN WHICH FREEHOLD- 
ERS MAY REGISTER.— In every case where only tree- 
holders are permitted to vote in an election provided by 
law, every qualified voter whose name appears upon 
the Registration Book shall have the right at any time 
up to twenty days prior to the date of the holding of 
such election, to go before the Supervisor of Registra- 
tion and make oath that he or she has become a free- 
holder since his or her Registration, and it shall then 
be the duty of the Supervisor cf Registration to note 
such fact upon the Registration Book. 

301. REGISTRATION BOOK AS CONCLUSIVE EV- 
IDENCE THAT REGISTERED PERSONS ONLY QUAL- 
IFIED TO VOTE —In every election where only free- 
holders are permitted to vote in such Counties defined 
in Section 299, the Registration Books so made up by the 
Supervisor of Registration shall be conclusive evidence 
that cnly those persons whose names appear upon the 
Registration Bock as freeholders qualif ied to vote, are 
all the freeholders qualified to vote in such County. 

302. (24$). POLL TAXES— The supervisor of 
registration shall note on the registration books, which 
he shall furnish to the inspectors of the different elec- 
tion districts, the names of all persons registered there- 
in who shall have paid on or before the second Satur- 
day of the month immediately preceding the day of 
election, their poll or capitation taxes for two years 
next preceding the year in which such e'ection is held, 
as shown by the lists furnished to the supervisor by 
the tax collector, and only such persons shall be deemed 
qualified voters authorized to vote at any general, spe- 
cial or municipal election; Provided, That no person 
shall be prevented from voting on account of not hav- 
ing so paid a poll tax, for any year which shall not 
have been lawfully assessable against him by reason of 
his not having been of age, or was over the age of 55 
years, or who has lost a limb in battle, and who sha'l 
have obtarned from such supervisor a certificate to that 
effect, and shall at the time of offering to vote exhibit 
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such certificate to the inspectors of election. And it 
shall be the auty of such supervisor upon proof being 
made to him to give such certificate to auch person, 
without cost to such person, provided he is otherwise a 
duly qual.fied and registered voter. 

303. (247). COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO PRE- 
PARE BALLOT BOXES,— The county commissioners 
(or in case of a municipal election the city or town 
council) shall cause to be prepared or secured one ballot 
box for each polling place in their respective counties, 
of sufficient size to receive and contain all the ballots 
of the particular precinct or voting place for which it 
is intended, and it shall be plainly marked or labeled 
with the name of the election district or precinct, or 
number thereof, for which it is intended. Before any 
general or special election they shall place in said ballot 
box twice as many official ballots, so printed by them, as 
there are registered qualified electors in said election 
precinct, and after securely locking said box, sealing 
up the keyhole thereof, and all other openings, shall 
send the key thereof, in a sealed envelope, to the in- 
spector of election of said election district, together with 
the box. The custodian shall be placed under oath or af- 
firmation to perform his commission faithfully and im- 
partially, without favor or prejudice to any political party. 

304. (248). TAX COLLECTORS TO BE IN OFFICE 
FOR RECEIVING POLL TAXES FOR CERTAIN 
HOURS PRECEDING ELECTION.— The tax collector 
of each county shall in person or by deputy be present 
in his office from 9 A. M. to 1 P. M. and from 2 P. M. 
to 6 P. M. each day, Sundays excepted, for twenty days 
immediately preceding the second Saturday of the 
month preceding the day of any general or special 
election, for the purpose of receiving all poll taxes prop- 
erly tendered to him; and he shall as soon as practicable 
after receiving the same, give receipts therefor in due 
form of law, in which receipts shall be stated the color 
and age of the elector and the number of the election 
district in which such elector or persons paying such 
poll tax resides. The tax collector shall make a list of 
those who have paid their poll taxes in each year prior 
to the second Saturday of the month preceding the day 
in any year in which any general or special election 
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shall be held, and such list shall be alphabetically ar- 
ranged. The tax collectors of the several counties of this 
State, within five days after the second Saturday in 
the month preceding the day in any year in which any 
general or special election shall be held shall make a 
certified list in duplicate of all persons who have paid 
their poll taxes for the two years next preceding the 
year in which such election is held, prior to the second 
Saturday in the month preceding the day upon which 
such election shall be held; and one of said lists shall be 
delivered by the tax collector as soon as the same is 
completed to the supervisor of registration, to be filed 
in his office, and the other shall be forwarded to the 
Comptroller of the State of Florida, which he shall file 
in his office. 

305. (249). APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTORS AND 
CLERKS OF ELECTION, AND DIVISION OF REGIS- 
TRATION BOOKS.— For the purpose of carrying on 
and conducting all such general or special elections, it 
shall be the duty of the County Commissioners in each 
county, at least twenty days prior to the holding of any 
general or special election therein, to appoint three in- 
telligent, discreet and fair-minded inspectors of elec- 
tion and a clerk of election for each polling place in 
each and every election district in such county, all of 
whom shall be residents and registered qualified elec- 
tors of the election district for which they shall be ap- 
pointed; all of whom shall not belong to the same po- 
litical party; Provided, however; that in cities of more 
than ninety thousand population according to the last 
official census preceding such election, the County Com- 
missioners shall appoint in each election district, as 
many inspectors and clerks as they may deem necessary 
for the holding of such election; and they may divide 
the registration books for each such election district in 
such manner as in their judgment will best facilitate 
the holding of such election. The County Commission- 
ers in each county shall cause the name of such inspec- 
tors and clerk of election to be published in a newspa- 
per published in such county, if there be a newspaper 
printed in the county, or posted in a conspicuous place 
at the Court House, if there be no newspaper printed in 
the county, for at least fifteen days before the day of 
holding any general or special election in such county. 
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306. (250). COMPENSATION OF INSPECTORS 
AND CLERKS. — Inspectors and clerks of any special 
or general election of any county shall be paid for their 
services by their respective board of county commis- 
sioners; and the inspectors who carry .the returns t of 
such election to their county seat and properly deliver 
them shall receive two dollars per day, and five cents 
per mile each way while performing such service. No 
elector who cannot read and wrile the English language 
shall be appointed inspector or clerk of elections. 

307. (251). FILLING VACANCIES, OATHS, MA- 
JORITY TO CONTROL, ETC.— In case of the absence 
or refusal to act of any of the inspectors or clerks of 
election appointed by the board of county commissioners 
for any district or polling place, the qualified electors 
present favoring the ticket which the absent inspector, 
inspectors or clerk had been chosen to represent, shall 
choose from among their number one inspector, inspec- 
tors or clerk as will, together with the inspector, inspec- 
tors or clerk present, constitute a board of four ; Provid- 
ed, the inspector, inspectors or clerk so chosen 
shall (if any such be present), represent the 
same political party that the absent inspector, 
inspectors or clerk would represent if present, 
and the person or persons so chosen shall be authorized 
to act as inspectors or clerk of the election at the poll- 
ing place where they may be chosen; and said inspec- 
tors and clerks shall each take and subscribe an oath 
or affirmation, which shall be written or printed, to the 
effect that they will perform the duties of inspectors 
and clerk of election according to law, and will endea- 
vor to prevent all fraud, deceit or abuse in conducting 
the same. Such oath may be taken before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths, or before either of the 
persons who are to act as inspectors, one of them to 
swear the others, and one of the others thus sworn 
in turn to administer the oath to him who has not been 
sworn, and such bath shall be returned with the poll 
list and the returns of the election to the supervisor of 
registration. One of the inspectors shall be chosen by 
them as chairman of their board. (In any and all ques- 
tions that may arise before said inspectors of election, 
the decision of a majority of them shall decide such 
question) . 
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308. (252). POLLING PLACES.— There shall be 
in each and every election district in each county one 
polling place, presided over and managed by a board of 
inspectors and clerk of election, as provided for by 
law. At each of said polling places a space, such as the 
inspectors of election shall deem fit and sufficient, shall 
be railed off and constructed, with an opening at one 
end or side for entrance of the voter and an opening 
at the other for his exit, as a polling place 
in which to hold the election. But one voter shall be 
allowed to enter any polling place at a time, and no one 
except the inspectors of the election shall be allowed 
to speak to the voter while in the polling place casting 
his vote, and no inspector shall speak to or interfere with 
any voter concerning the manner of his voting or any 
ballot he may vote, otherwise than to perform his duties 
as such inspector specified herein. 

309. (253). TIME OF OPENING AND CLOSING 
THE POLLS.— The polls shall be opened at such vot- 
ing places at 8 o'clock A. M. on the day of the election, 
and shall be kept open until sundown of the same day, 
the time to be observed for such opening and closing of 
the polls to be regulated by the customary time in 
standard use in such locality. The inspectors may, how- 
ever, adjourn between twelve and one o'clock for half 
an hour. The inspectors shall make public proclamation 
of the opening and closing of the polls and the midday 
adjournment. During the adjournment the ballot box 
shall be kept in the possession of, and in view of two of 
the inspectors, who shall not have the key thereof, 
and during the election and canvass of the vote the 
ballot box shall not be concealed from the public. 

310. (254). SECRET BALLOT.— In all elections 
hereafter held in this State on any subject which may 
by law be submitted to a vote of the people, and for all, 
or any State, county, district or municipal officers, the 
voting shall be by secret official ballots printed and dis- 
tributed as hereinafter provided, and no ba'lot shall be 
received or counted in any election to which this law 
applies, except it be provided as herein prescribed. 

311. (255). PAY FOR PRINTING BALLOTS.— The 
Drinting and delivery of ballots and cards of instruction 
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to voters hereinafter prescribed shall in municipal elec- 
tions be paid for by the several cities or towns respec- 
tively, and in all other elections by the several coun- 
ties respectively, 

312. (256). COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OR CITY 
OR TOWN COUNCIL TO PRINT NAMES OF CANDI- 
DATES ON TICKETS, ETC.— The Board of County 
Commissioners of each County shall cause to be print- 
ed on the ballots to be used in their respective Counties, 
only the names of the candidates who have been put 
in nomination by primary election, or the appropriate 
executive committee, of any political party in this State, 
when the same have been certified and filed with them 
not more than sixty days nor less than twenty days 
previous to the day of election, which certificates 
shall contain the name of each person so nominated and 
the office for which he is nominated, and shall be 
signed and sworn to by the members, or a majority 
thereof, of the appropriate canvassing board of primary 
elections, or, in case of a nomination by an executive 
committee by the chairman and secretary thereof, pro- 
vided that all committee nominations shall be made as 
provided by the laws governing primary elections, and 
provided, further, that, unless otherwise provided by law, 
in municipal elections, the names of all candidates shall 
be printed on the official ballot who have been request- 
ed to become candidates by written petition signed by 
at least twenty-five electors who are qualified to vote 
in said election and such petition is filed with the prop- 
er authority not less than twenty days nor more than 
sixty days prior to the day of election. In addition to 
the names printed on such ballots, or whether any names 
be printed thereon, as hereinbefore provided, there 
sha 1 ! be printed under each office to be voted for at the 
election, blank lines in number equal to the number of 
persons who may be elected to fill that office. In the 
event of an election to fill a vacancy in either house of 
the Legislature during a regular session thereof the 
names of all candidates nominated by the executive 
committee of a political party may be certified to the 
proper authority not less than five days prior to the 
election and the names so certified shall be printed up- 
on the ballots to be voted at said election as amended 
by Chapter 14657, Acts of 1931. 



32 

313. (257). WHEN NAME NOT TO BE PRINTED 
ON TICKET. — The name of no person shall be printed 
on the ballot who shall, not less than twenty days be- 
fore the election, notify the Board of County Commis- 
sioners, in writing, acknowledged before an officer au- 
thorized by law to take acknowledgments, that he will 
not accept the nomination specified in the certificate 
of nomination or request of electors. 

314. (258). SUBSTITUTING CANDIDATE— When 
any person who has been regularly nominated and who 
shall decline to run for the office to which he has been 
nominated, the party by which such person was nom- 
inated shall be allowed five days after such declination 
to run by such person, in which to substitute another 
candidate. 

315. (259). SECRETARY OF STATE TO CERT1 
FY NOMINATIONS.— In case of any person to be vot- 
ed for by the electors of the whole State, or of any en- 
tire congressional district, such certificate of nomina- 
tion shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State 
not less than thirty days before the day of election, 
and such Secretary of State shall thereupon immediate- 
ly certify to the Board of County Commissioners of 
each county in the State in case of an officer to be vot- 
ed for by the electors of the whole State, and to the 
Boards of County Commissioners of the counties com- 
posing the congressional district in case of an officer to 
he voted for by the electors of such district, upon suit- 
able blanks to be prepared by him for that purpose, 
the fact of such nomination and the name of the nom- 
inee or nominees and the name of the office to which he 
or they may be nominated, and the name of such per- 
son shall be printed by the Board of County Commis- 
sioners upon the ballot in its proper place in all respects 
as herein provided for nomination filed in the office of 
the Board of County Commissioners. 

316. (260). PRESERVATION OF CERTIFICATES 
AND PETITIONS OF NOMINATIONS.— The Board of 
Count v Commissioners shall cause to be preserved in 
the office of the clerk of the circuit court all certificates 
and petitions of nominations filed therein under the 
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provisions of this law for six months after the election 
for which such nominations are made. 

317. (261). ORDER OF TITLES AND NAMES ON 
BALLOTS. — The ballots printed in accordance with 
the provisions of this law shall contain the names of 
all candidates nominated as hereinbefore provided who 
have not declined. The names of all candidates for 
the same office shall be printed together, .rrespective 
of party. But the order in which the titles to the 
several offices to be filled shall be arranged upon the 
ballots shall be left to the discretion of the officer 
charged with the printing of the said ballots. 

318. (262). CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.— 
Whenever a constitutional amendment or other public 
measure is submitted to the vote of the people, the sub- 
stance of each amendment or other public measure shall 
be twice in the same language indicated upon the ballot 
after the list of candidates, followed in one case by the 
word "Yes," and in the other case by the word "No." 

319. (263). COPY OP CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND- 
MENTS TO BE POSTED.— Whenever an amendment 
or amendments to the Constitution of this State are to 
be voted upon at any election, the county commission- 
ers of each and every county in this State shall have any 
such amendment or amendments printed in clear and leg- 
ible type and a copy thereof conspicuously posted at each 
voting precinct in such county upon the day of election. 
Such printed amendments to be furnished the county com- 
missioners by the Secretary of State. 

320. (264), DIRECTIONS FOR PRINTING BAL- 
LOTS.— All ballots provided by the Board of County 
Commissioners of any county for an election shall be 
al ke, printed in plain type in straight lines upon plain 
white paper, so thick that the printing cannot be dis- 
tinguished from the back, with a slender line between 
each name, and extending sufficiently to the left of the 
names to easily permit marking before each name a 
cross mark (X), and in the appropriate place the 
words "Vote for one," (or two, or other number as the 
case may be), to indicate the numbers which may be 
elected to each office, and shall be substantially in the 
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form prescribed in Section 321 (except that the order 
in which the several offices to be filled are stated may 
be varied) : Provided, That nothing in the section shall 
be construed to prohibit the names of the several can- 
didates for national, state and county offices, and 
other matters to be voted on, being printed in the same 
order as now and in one or more columns on the same 
ballot 

321. (265). FORM OF BALLOT— Official ballot, 
election A. D. 19 (year to be printed.) Precinct No. 

County, (precinct and county to be printed.) 

(Make a cross mark (X) before the name of the can- 
didate of your choice). 

FOR GOVERNOR 
Vote for one : 

William Jones. 
John Smith. 



FOR SECRETARY OF STATE 
Vote for one: 

William King. 
Thomas Moore. 
James Simpson. 



FOR SHERIFF 



Vote for one: 



Thomas Jones. 



George Smith. 



James White. 



M 

FOR REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Vote for one (or more as case may be) : 
William Daniels. 
John Doe. 



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
ARTICLE , SECTION 



Yes. 



No. 



CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
ARTICLE , SECTION ~ 



Yes. 



No. 



322. (266). BALLOTS TO BE FASTENED TO- 
GETHER. — All ballots for use in each precinct or ward 
shall be fastened together in convenient numbers in 
books or blocks, in such manner that each ballot may 
be detached and removed separately. Each ballot shall 
have attached to it a stub with perforated lines of suf- 
ficient size to enable one of the inspectors to write or 
stamp his name or his initials thereon, and so attached 
to the ballots that when the same is folded the stub can 
be detached therefrom without injury to the ballot or 
exposing the contents thereof. 

323. (267). NUMBER OF BALLOTS FOR EACH 
VOTING PLACE,— There shall be provided for each 
voting place at least one hundred ballots for each fifty 
registered qualified electors at said polling place. 

324. (268). BOOTHS.— The County Commissioners 
of each county (or in case of a municipal election, the 
mayor or other chief executive officer ), shall provide 
at each polling place, a room or covered enclosure and 
in such place or covered enclosure shall provide booths 
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or compartments, one booth or compartment for each 
one hundred or fraction of one hundred over fifty quali- 
fied electors registered for that election, and furnish 
each with a shelf or table for the convenience of elec- 
tors preparing their ballots. Each booth or compartment 
shall be so arranged that it will be impossible for one 
elector at a shelf or table in one compartment to see 
an elector at a shelf or table in another compartment 
in the act of marking his ballot. Each voting table or 
shelf shall be kept supplied with conveniences for mark- 
ing the ballots. 

325. (269). PUBLIC EXCLUDED FROM VOTING 
PLACE. — No person shall be permitted under any pre- 
text whatever to come within fifteen feet of any door 
or window of any polling room from the opening of the 
polls until the completion of the count of the ballots and 
certificates of returns, except as herein provided. 

326. (270). INSTRUCTIONS FOR ELECTORS.— 
The Board of County Commissioners (or in case of a 
municipal election the city or town council) of each 
county shall cause to be printed, in large type on cards, 
instructions for the guidance of electors in preparing 
their ballots. They shall furnish to the inspectors 
twelve, or more if necessary, such cards for each pre- 
cinct or ward, and it shall be the duty of the inspectors 
to post one of such cards in each booth or compartment 
for the preparation of ballots and not less than three 
in prominent places elsewhere and outside of the poll- 
ing place on the day of election. Said cards shall be 
printed in large, clear type, and shall contain full in- 
teractions to electors as to what shall be done: First, to 
obtain ballots for voting; second, to prepare the ballots 
for deposit in the ballot box; third, to obtain a new bal- 
lot in the place of one accidentally spoiled. 

327. (271 J. NOT TO GO WITHIN FIFTEEN FEET 
OF POLLING PLACES.— Except as electors are ad- 
mitted, one at a time, to vote, and except the sheriff or 
his deputy, the inspectors and clerks of election, and as 
many electors as there may be booths or compartments, 
no person shall be permitted within fifteen feet of the 
polling place. No sheriff, deputy sheriff or city police- 
man shall enter the polling place without permission 
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from a majority of the inspectors of the election, ex- 
cept to cast his own ballot. 

328. (272) CHALLENGES.— When the right to 
vote of any person who demands to be permitted to vote 
is questioned by any elector, the said challenge shall be 
communicated to the inspectors before the person is 
permitted to vote, by the sheriff or some other officer 
or person in attendance and in charge of admission to 
the polling place, when his right to vote must be deter- 
mined aa required by law. 

329. (273). TO OCCUPY BOOTHS ALONE AND 
ONLY FOK FIVE MINUTES.— No elector, while receiv- 
ing, preparing and casting his ballot, shall occupy a 
booth or compartment for a longer time than five min- 
utes. No elector shall be allowed to occupy a booth or 
compartment already occupied by another, not to speak 
or converse with anyone, except as herein provided, 
while in the polling place. 

330. (274). TO ENTER POLLING PLACE FOK 
VOTING ONLY.— After having voted, or declined or 
failed to vote within five minutes, the elector shall imme- 
diately with-draw from the place and go beyond the 
prohibited distance and shall not enter the polling place 
again. 

331. (276). VOTING.— Each elector, upon entering 
the polling place, shall be given one ballot by the in- 
spectors. Before delivering the ballot to the elector, at 
least one of the inspectors shall write in his own hand 
his initials or name on the stub attached to the ballot. 
On receiving the ballot, the elector shall forthwith and 
without leaving the polling place, retire alone to one 
of the booths or compartments provided for that pur- 
pose, and there prepare his ballot by marking 
with pen and ink or pencil, in the appropriate margin 
or place a cross mark "X" before the name of the can- 
didate of his choice for each office to be filled, or by 
filling in the name of the candidate of his choice in the 

. blank space provided therefor, and marking the cross 
mark "X" in the appropriate margin, and likewise by 
marking the cross "X" before the answer he desires in 
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case of a constitutional amendment or other question 
submitted to a vote of the people. 

332. (276). WHO MAY HAVE ASSISTANCE IN 
PREPARING BALLOT.— Any elector applying to vote 
who by reason of blindness or the loss of the use of his 
hand or hands is unable to prepare his ballot, may 
have the assistance of the inspectors in the preparation 
of his ballot, who shall retire to a booth or compart- 
ment with the elector and there prepare the elector's 
ballot, so as to indicate the elector's declared choice of 
candidates as to each office to be filled without sugges- 
tion or interference from inspectors. But in all cases 
any elector before retiring to the booth as provided in 
this section may have one of the clerks of the election 
to read over to him the titles of the offices to be filled 
and the candidates therefor. 

333. (277). ELECTOR DECLARING HIS CHOICE. 
— Before any elector applying for assistance in the 
preparation of his ballot as provided for in the preceding 
section, shall be required or permitted to declare his 
choice of candidates, all electors, including those in the 
booths or compartments, after voting shall be required 
to withdraw from the voting place. 

334. (278). SPOILED BALLOTS— Any elector who 
shall, by accident or mistake, spoil a ballot, so that he 
cannot conveniently or safely vote the same, may re- 
turn it to the inspectors who shall immediately detach 
the stub and destroy, without examination, the ballot 
so returned, and shall give to the elector another ballot 
in lieu thereof, but in no case shall an elector be fur- 
nished with more than three ballots. In no case shall 
any person be permitted to carry a ballot outside of the 
polling room. A record shall be kept by the clerk of 
election of all ballots destroyed, as herein provided for. 

335. (279). DEPOSITING BALLOT.— After prepar- 
ing his ballot the elector shall fold the pame so as to 
conceal the face thereof and show the stub thereto at- 
tached, with the name or initials of the inspector, and 
hand it to the receiving inspector who shall detach the 
stub therefrom and return the ballot to the elector who 
shall deposit the ballot in the ballot box in the presence 
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of the inspectors. __ All stubs detached from ballots as 
provided for in this section shall be numbered consecu- 
tively and fifed by the inspectors. 

336. (280). MARKING MORE NAMES THAN PER- 
SONS TO BE ELECTED.— If the elector marks more 
names than there are persons to be elected to an office, 
or if for any reason it is impossible to determine the 
elector's choice for any office to be filled, his ballot shall 
not be counted for such office; but this shall not vitiate 
the ballot, so far as properly marked, and nothing here- 
in shall be construed to prevent any elector from vot- 
ing for any qualified person other than those whose 
names are printed on the ballot. 

337. (281). CLERK TO KEEP LIST OF THOSE 
VOTING.— When any person shall have voted, his name 
shall be checked on the margin of the page opposite 
thereto upon the registration books by cne of the in- 
spectors, and the clerk of the election shall keep a poll 
list, which shall contain one column headed "Names 
of voters," and the name of each elector voting shall be 
entered by the clerk in such co';imn as he votes. And 
the inspectors of election shall have the authority and 
power to prevent all repeating, and to prevent any per- 
son from voting a second time at the same election 
when they have good reason to believe such person has 
already voted. They shall have full power to refuse to 
allow any person to vote who is not a qualified elector, 
or who has become disqualified for any cause to vote 
in such election district. They may also prevent any 
elector from consuming more time than five minutes in 
voting. But no inspector shall examine, read or handle 
the ballot being voted or about to be voted by an elec- 
tor, or interfere in any way with the voting of any 
elector otherwise than is herein provided. 

338. (282). INSPECTORS TO MAINTAIN GOOD 
ORDER. — The inspectors shall possess full authority to 
maintain good order at the polls and enforce obedience 
to their lawful commands during an election, and during 
the canvass and estimate of the votes. 

339. (283). DEPUTY SHERIFF AT EACH POLL- 
ING PLACE.— There shall be at each polling place in 
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each election district, a deputy sheriff, to be deputized 
for such purpose by the sheriff of the county, who shall 
be required to be present during the whole time that 
the polls are kept open and until the election is com- 
pleted, who shall be subjected to all lawful commands of 
the inspectors, and who shall see that there is no in- 
terruption of good order. Such deputy sheriff shall have 
power, when necessary to maintain the peace, to sum- 
mon a posse from among the bystanders to aid him in 
maintaining the peace and good order at the polls. 

340. (284). SHERIFF AND OTHER OFFICERS 
NOT ALLOWED IN POLLING PLACES.— No sheriff, 
deputy sheriff, policeman or other officer shall be al- 
lowed to come within the polling place unless summoned 
in to the same by a majority of the inspectors. On fail- 
ure of any sheriff, deputy sheriff, policeman, of other 
officer to comply with the provisions of this section, 
it shall be the duty of the inspectors of election or one 
of them, to make affidavit against such sheriff, deputy 
sheriff, policeman or other officer for their arrest, 

341. (285). CANVASS OF BALLOTS.-At the 
close of the election at each polling place in each elec- 
tion district the inspectors and clerk shall immediately 
proceed to open the ballot box and in the presence of 
the public if there be any present who desire to witness 
said canvass, count the ballots there.n and continue such 
count without adjournment or interruption until the 
same is completed. The ballots shall be first counted, 
and if the number of ballots shall exceed the number of 
persons who shall have voted, as may appear by the 
poll list kept by the clerk, and by the stubs detached by 
the inspectors, the ballots shall be replaced in the box 
and one of the inspectors shall publicly draw out and 
destroy unopened and unexamined as many of such bal- 
lots as shall be equal to such excess. If two or more 
ballots shall be found folded together, so as to present 
the appearance of a single ballot, they shall be laid 
aside until the count of the ballots is completed, and 
if, upon comparison of the count, and the appearence of 
such ballots, a majority of the inspectors shall be of the 
opinion that the ballots thus folded together were vot- 
ed by one person such ballot shall be destroyed. 

342. (286). PROCLAMATION OF RESULT AND 
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RETURNS. — The canvass being completed, the result 
shall be publicly proclaimed. Duplicate certificates of 
the result of such election shall be drawn up by the in- 
spectors or clerk at each and every election district, 
which shall contain in words written, at full length, the 
name of each person voted for for each office, and the 
the number of votes cast for each person for such office, 
and if any question shall be submitted to an election, such 
certificate shall also contain the number of votes cast for 
and against such question; which certificate shall be 
signed by the inspectors and clerk, and one of such 
certificates shall be by one of the inspectors delivered, 
without delay, seeurely sealed, to the supervisor of reg- 
istration, and the other to the county judge of the 
county; and the poll lists and oaths of the inspectors 
and clerks, together with all ballot boxes, ba.lots, ballot 
stubs, memoranda and papers of all kinds used by the in- 
spectors and clerk in conducting such election shall also 
be transmitted, sealed up by the inspectors, with the cer- 
tificates of the result of the election, to the supervisor of 
registration, to be filed in his office. 

343. (287). CANVASS OF RETURNS.— On the 
sixth day after any election, or sooner, if the returns 
shall have been received, it shall be the duty of the 
county judge and the supervisor of registration, to 
meet at the office of the said supervisor of registration, 
and take to their assistance the chairman or other mem- 
ber of the board of county commissioners, and in the 
case of absence, sickness, refusal to act, or other dis- 
ability of the county judge or supervisor cf registration, 
another member of the Board of County Commissioners, 
who shall be designated by the chairman of said board, 
shall act in his place, who shall constitute and be the coun- 
ty canvassing board of elections, and thjy shall public- 
ly proceed to canvass the vote given for the sev- 
eral offices and the persons as shown by the returns on 
file in the offices of such county judge and supervisor 
of registration. Such canvass shall be made soley, ex- 
clusively and entirely from the returns of certificates 
of the inspectors in each election district, as signed and 
filed by them with the county judge and supervisor of 
registration respectively, and in no case shall the board 
of county canvassers change or vary in any manner 
the number of votes cast for the candidates, respectively, 
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in any polling place in the county, as shown by the re- 
turns of the inspectors of such polling place. 

344. (288). CERTIFICATE OF RESULT OF CAN- 
VASS. — They shall compile the result of the election, 
as shown by said inspector's returns, and shall then 
make and sign duplicate certificates containing in 
words and figures, written at full length, the whole num- 
ber of votes given for each office, the names of the 
persons for whom such votes were given, for such office; 
and the number of votes given for each person for such 
office; such certificate shall be recorded by the super- 
visor of registration in a book to be kepi by him for 
that purpose, which book shall be furnished by the 
Board of County Commissioners and ahall be labeled 
"Record of Election Returns," and one of such dupli- 
cates shall immediately be transmitted by mail or by ex- 
press to the Secretary of State and the other to the Gov- 
ernor of the State. 

The Supervisor of Registration shall transmit by mail 
to the Secretary of State, immediately after the coun- 
ty canvassing board shall have canvassed the returns 
for State and county officers, a list giving the names 
of all county officers elected, and the office for which 
each was elected with the postoffice address of such 
county officers-elect, in their respective counties, 

345. (289). SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION TO 
GIVE CERTIFICATE TO PERSON ELECTED— In case 
any county officer shall be elected at any election, the 
supervisor of registration shall give to the person who 
shall be elected, a certificate of his election and the 
supervisor of registration shall give to any person de- 
siring a copy of such returns from the record a certi- 
fied copy thereof, or of such part thereof as may be de- 
sired, upon payment to him of the customary fees for 
copying and certifying papers in the office of the clerk 
of the circuit court, 

346. (290), WHEN CANVASS MADE IN CERTAIN 
COUNTIES,— For the counties of Monroe, Dade, Bre- 
vard, Manatee, Osceola, and DeSoto, in case the returns 
of the election held in such counties shall not be re- 
ceived by the judge and the supervisor of registration 
within six (6) days after the close of any election the 
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county canvass shall be made as soon thereafter as 
said returns shall be received by the county judge or 
supervisor of registration, and within twenty days aft- 
er said election. 

347. (291). PERSONS RECEIVING HIGHEST NUM- 
BER OF VOTES ELECTED.— The person who shall 
receive the highest number of votes cast for one of- 
fice shall be elected to such office. In case two or more 
persons shall receive an equal and the highest number 
of votes for the same office, another election therefor 
shall be held upon the order of the Governor as in oth- 
er cases of special elections. 

348. (292). BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS.— 
On the thirty-fifth day after the holding of any general or 
special election for any State officer, member of the 
Legislature or representative in Congress, or sooner if 
the returns shall have been received from the several 
counties wherein ejections shall have been held, the 
Secretary of State, the Comptroller and the Attorney- 
General, or any two of them, together with any other 
administrative officer of the executive department who 
may be designated by them, shall meet at the office of 
the Secretary of State, pursuant to notice to be given by 
the Secretary of State, and they shall be a board of 
State canvassers, and as such shall proceed to canvass 
the returns of said election and determine and declare 
who shall have been elected for such office, or as such 
member as shown by such returns. 

349. (293). FALSE AND FRAUDULENT RE- 
TURNS. — If any such returns shall be shown or shall 
appear to be so irregular, false or fraudulent that the 
board shall be unable to determine the true vote for any 
such officer of member, they shall so certify and shall 
not include such returns in their determination, can- 
vass and declaration. And the Secretary of State shall 
file and preserve in his office all such returns, together 
with such other documents and papers as may have 
been received by him, or by said board of canvassers. 
The said board of State canvassers shall canvass the 
returns for presidential electors, and representatives to 
the Congress of the United States separately and distinet 
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irom tneir canvass of the returns for the State officers 
and members of the Legislature. 

350. (294). WHAT CERTIFICATES TO CONTAIN. 
— They shall make and sign separate and distinct cer- 
tificates of the result of the election for national of- 
ficers and for said State officers, which certificates shall 
contain in words written at full length the whole num- 
ber of votes given for each person for each office and 
for member of the Legislature and State Senator, and 
therein declare the result; which certificates, the one 
including the result of the election for presidential elec- 
tors and representatives to Congress, and the other in- 
cluding the result of the election for State officers, mem- 
bers of the Legislature and State Senators, shall be 
recorded in the Office of the Secretary of State, in 
a book to be kept by him for that purpose. And the 
Secretary of State shall cause a certified copy of each 
of said certificates to be published once in one or more 
newspapers printed at the capital of the State. 

351. (295). SECRETARY OF STATE TO MAKE 
CERTIFICATE AND TRANSMIT TO PERSON ELECT- 
ED'. — The Secretary of State shall make and transmit 
to each person chosen to any State office, immediately 
after the State canvass, a certificate showing the num- 
ber of votes cast for each person for such office, at 
such election; which certificate shall be prima facie ev- 
idence of his election to such Office. 

352. (296). PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES TO CONGRESS— When any per- 
son shall be elected to the office of elector of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, or representative in the Con- 
gress of the United States, the Governor shall make out, 
sign and cause to be sealed with the seal of the State, and 
transmit to such person a certificate of his election to 
such office. 

353. (297). BLANKS AND FORMS, AND ELEC- 
TION LAWS. — The Secretary of State is hereby required 
to cause to be prepared, all proper blanks and forms, 
for the use of inspectors of election and for county can- 
vassers, conformable to the provisions of this article, 
and he shall, at least sixty days before any general elec- 
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linn, transmit to the supervisor of registration of each 
county a sufficient number thereof for the several poll- 
ing places in each election district within each county; 
and shall also have printed a sufficient number of the 
laws regulating general elections to supply the sev- 
eral counties and polling places in each election district 
in said counties, and transmit the same with the forms 
aforesaid; and the supervisor of registration in each 
county sha'J furnish to the inspectors of election at each 
polling place at each election district in such county, 
a sufficient number of such forms and copies of elec- 
tion laws for the use of such inspectors at the election. 

354. (298). TEMPORARY CHANGE OF POLLING 
PLACE IN CASE OF AN EPIDEMIC— Nothing in this 
article shall be so construed as to prohibit the county 
commissioners in any county at any time, in case an 
epidemic shall exist in any city or town in such county, 
at the time of holding any election in such county, from 
establishing at any safe and convenient point outside 
of such infected locality, proper additional polling places 
for the electors resident in the infected district, 
at which pol'ing places the electors of such infected 
district shall be allowed to vote, if properly qualified oth- 
erwise; and in such cases the registration books be- 
longing to such infected district shall be applicable to 
and shall be used at such polling places thus established. 

ABSENT VOTERS 

429. (368). WHEN QUALIFIED ELECTORS MAY 
VOTE IN ANOTHER PRECINCT.— It shall be lawful 
for any qualified elector of the State of Florida who 
may, on the occurrence of any general or primary elec- 
tion hereafter held pursuant to law in this State, be un- 
avoidably absent from his county because his duties or 
occupation require him to be elsewhere within the 
State, to vote in any voting precinct in the State where 
he may present himself for that purpose on the day of 
Mich election or primary under the regulations herein- 
after prescribed, with like effect as though he were 
casting his vote in his own county and voting precinct. 

430. (369). HOW BALLOT PROCURED; OATH 
REQUIRED; METHOD OF VOTING.— The voter so 
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FADED TEXT 




entitled to vote shall present himself at the poUs-.in any 
precinct in the State where he may be on such primary 
or genera' election day, during the regular voting hjuri 
provided by law, and before t;eing al'owed to vote, s.ch- 
voter shall present a cert ficate erf registration certified, 
to by the registration officer of the county or precint 
in which he resides, together with poll tax receipts for 
the two years prior to the date of such e ection where 
poll tax is required by law, to be furnished to any reg- 
istered or otherwise qualified voter by the proper of- 
ficer upon demand pr:ar to election day. and shall be- 
identified in person to the election inspectors in the pre- 
cinct where he offers to vote, by one or more resident 
voters in such precinct, and in addition make and sub- 
scribe before one of the election inspectors an affidavit 
in substance as follows: 

"State of F.orida, 

County of ~ 



I do solemnly swear that I have resided in the State 

of Florida for one year, and in ...... County 

for six months that I am a duly qualified voter in 
Precinct .._ of said county ', that I am a citi- 
zen of the United States and a qualified elector under 
the laws of the State of Florida; that I am a member of 

the party, and that because of my 

duties as ~ .-.. I am required to be 

absent from my caunty and precinct on this day. I 
have had and will have no opportunity to vote there, 
and that I have not voted elsewhere at this election. 

Any inspector of elections in any voting precinct in 
the State is hereby authorized to administer the oath 
and take and certify the affidavit- Thereupon the affi- 
ant shall be given an official ballot, printed like the 
other official ballots as to National and State candi- 
dates, constitutional amendments, county and district 
candidates, and such voter shall write in the names of 
such candidates in the blank space left for that pur- 
pose not printed thereon as he may desire to vote for 
and mark the same as any resident voter, as prescribed 
by the general election and primary election laws of 
the State of Florida, and shall fold the same and hand 
it to the inspectors of election, but such ballot shall not 
be deposited in the ballot box, nor be entered upon the 
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poll books. It shall, together with the affidavit, be 
securely sealed in an envelope, upon the back of which 
one of the inspectors of election shall write: "The bal- 
lot of -_- , an absent 

voter of : — Precinct, in the county of 

,** which shall be signed by the 

inspectors of election. 

431. (370). VOTES MAILED TO COUNTY JUDGE. 
— All such envelopes shall, by the inspectors of election, 
be filed immediately with the county judge of the coun- 
ties where such votes were cast with the other election 
returns of such primary or general elections and re- 
ceipt taken therefor, and said county judge shall im- 
mediately mail them by special delivery postage prepaid 
to the county judge of the respective counties where 
such voters belong. 

432. (371) . CANVASSING ABSENT VOTER'S 
BALLOT. — The county judge of the county where such 
absent voter resides shall receive such ballot and shall 
safely keep and preserve same unopened in his office 
until the board of county canvassers canvass the vote 
according to law, at which time the board of county 
canvassers, in the presence of the county judge, and no 
other person, shall open said envelope and record the 
said ballot upon the poll book of the proper precinct in 
their possession and in the same manner as clerks of 
election record votes, provided said canvassing board 
shall find the name of such absent voter duly registered 
among the voters of such precinct, as required by law 
in other cases of resident voters, and in so canvassing 
the vote of all absent voters taken as herein provided, 
which shall appear to have been duly registered as re- 
quired by law in their respective precincts, and add the 
same to the total of the poll sheet in arriving at the to- 
tal result of the election in the precinct where the voter 
lives. 

433. (372). BALLOTS KEPT IN COUNTY 
JUDGE'S OFFICE. — Said ballot after being so opened 
and counted by the county board of canvassers shall 
be sealed in an envelope with the endorsement thereon: 

"Vote of absent voter of— 

Precinct (or Ward of City.)" and 
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the same shall be kept in the county judge's office as 
other ballots are kept until destroyed according to law, 
and in case of contested elections, the same shall be 
opened and counted as in other cases, but in case the 
board of county canvassers shall not find the name of 
such absent voter registered among the voters of his 
precinct, one of such board shall endorse on the envelope 
con tain ting the ballot "Not Registered," and such ba'.lot 
shall not be counted or removed from the enevelope. 
and the enevelope and the ballot therein shall be pre- 
served by the county judge in his office, as in **ase of 
a ballot that has been so counted. 

434. (373). REGISTRATION OFFICER TO SUP- 
PLY FORM. — Every county registration r;fficer shall 
supply the inspectors of election with a reasonable number 
of printed forms of affidavits of the character described 
in Section 430, 

435. MANNER AND CONDITIONS UPON WHICH 
ABSENT VOTERS MAY VOTE.— It shall be lawful for 
any qualified elector of the State of Florida, who may 
be absent from his or her home county on the occurrence 
of any general, special or primary election hereafter held 
pursuant to law in this State, whether National, State 
County, District or Municipal, to vote at such election 
in the manner and upon the conditions hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

436. PROCURING OF BALLOT; OATH REQUIRED; 
METHOD OF VOTING.— Any qualified elector, who 
expects to be absent from his or her home county on 
the day of any election hereafter held, may apply in 
person to the County Judge of his or her home county, 
or to the Clerk of the Municipality in case of munic- 
ipal elections, for an official ballot to be used at his or 
her voting precinct or ward at such election, and it is 
hereby made the duty of all County Judges in this State, 
and of the several clerks of the municipalities in the State, 
in case of municipal elections, to furnish one such of- 
ficial ballot to each elector so applying therefor at any 
time not more than fifteen days nor less than three 
days next prior to the day of such election, upon satis- 
factory proof to such County Judge or Municipal Clerk, as 
the case may be, that the applicant therefor is qualified to 
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vote at such election and upon such elector taking and 
subscribing to the following oath or affidavit which is 
to be printed upon the front of large envelopes to be 
furnished the several County Judges and Municipal 
Clerks for that purpose, to-wit: 

"State of Florida, County of 

I, the undersigned, do hereby solemnly swear that I 
have resided in the State of Florida for one year and in 

the County, City or Town of for six 

months; that I am a duly qualified voter in precinct or 

ward No of said county or municipality; that I 

am a citizen of the United States and a qualified elec- 
tor under the laws of the State of Florida; that I ex- 
pect to be absent from my home County of 

on the occasion of the election to be held 

in on the day of 

A. D. 19 ; that I will not have an opportunity to vote 

thereat personally and will not attempt to do so. 



Elector. 



Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 
day of , A. D. 19..... 



County Judge or Municipal Clerk." 

Such oath or affidavit shall be taken and signed be- 
fore such County Judge or Municipal Clerk, as the case 
may be, and the several municipal clerks are hereby au- 
thorized to administer such oaths. 

The said elector shall then and there and at the 
time of receiving such ballot, mark the same as required 
by law in such cases, and after folding the same, shall 
securely seal such ballot in a plain envelope, to be fur- 
nished him by such County Judge or Municipal Clerk, 
which said ballot so sealed in a plsin envelope shall then 
and there in the presence of such County Judge or Mu- 
nicipal Clerk be sealed in the envelope on which is con- 
tained the oath or affidavit so taken and subscribed 
by him as hereabove provided, and upon the back and 
across the flap of which shall be written or printed the 
following: 

"The ballot of , an absent voter of 
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precinct or ward No of , Flor- 
ida," with the blanks properly filled in and signed 
across the flap by both such elector and County Judge, 
or Municipal Clerk, in the presence of each other. 

Said ballot so marked and sealed shall thereupon be 
deposited with and received by such County Judge, or 
Municipal Clerk, as the case may be, whose duty it is 
hereby made to safely keep and preserve the same in 
his possession until such time as the official ballot box 
for the voting precinct, or ward, of such elector is pre- 
pared when the same shall be deposited in such ballot 
box for the voting precinct, or ward of such elector, to- 
gether with the other contents thereof as required by 
law. Upon opening the ballot box preparatory to open- 
ing the polls at such election, the inspectors and clerk 
of such election for the several precincts and wards 
shall take from the several ballot boxes all such ballots so 
voted by absent voters, and if, and only when, it is found 
upon an examination of the registration books and poll 
list furnished such inspectors, or other sufficient evi- 
dence, that such elector is qualified to vote at such elec- 
tion, then the said electors shall, after the said ballot box 
has been closed and locked for the purpose of voting, 
thereupon break the seal of the outer envelope con- 
taining said vote and deposit said ballot in the said bal- 
lot box, but leaving such ballot sealed in the b'.ank en- 
velope to be opened and counted by such inspectors in 
canvassing and counting all of the votes cast at such 
election. The outer envelope containing the affidavit 
or oath herein provided shall be carefully preserved by 
such inspectors and delivered by them to the canvass- 
ing board for said election along with the returns 
thereof. In case it be found by the inspectors that such 
elector, so attempting to vote, is not qualified or en- 
titled to vote at such election, then and in such event 
the said ballot shall not be deposited in eaid ballot box, 
but shall be left in the outer envelope and by them de- 
livered to the canvassing board, along with their re- 
turns of the election, and a'so with a notation on said 
envelope of their reasons for not depositing said ballot 
in the ballot box. Provided that no elector 
shall be allowed to vote under the provisions of this 
law later than three days immediately preceding the 
day on which such election is he'd, and provided fur- 
ther that all ballots so voted shall be secret. 
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437. DUTY OP OFFICIALS TO HAVE PRINTED 
ABSENT VOTERS' BALLOTS AND ENVELOPES.— 
For the purposes of this law it is hereby made the duty 
of the several officers, whose duty it is to prepare and 
have printed the official ballot to be used at any election 
hereafter held in this State, to prepare a sufficient num- 
ber of ballots, in all respects identical with the official 
ballot to be used as absent voter's ballots, which said ab- 
sent voter's ballots shall be by such official or offi- 
cials delivered to the several County Judges, or Munici- 
pal Clerks, as the case may be, not later than fifteen 
days immediately prior to the day on which such elec- 
tion is held. The number of such absent voter's bal- 
lots to" be furnished may be determined by the several 
County Judges, or Municipal Clerks. It is also made 
the duty of the several officials, whose duty it is to pre- 
pare and have printed the official ballots for any elec- 
tion, to also prepare a sufficient number of envelopes 
with the affidavit and endorsement herein provided 
printed thereon, and to furnish the same in sufficient 
number as determined by the several County Judges 
and Municipal Clerks, at the same time of furnishing 
the absent voter's ballots as herein provided. 

438. EFFECT OF DEATH OF VOTER BEFORE 
HOUR FOR OPENING POLLS.— In case any elector 
who votes under the provisions of this law shall die or 
become otherwise disqualified as an elector before the 
hour of opening the polls on the day of such election, 
the ballot of such elector shall not be opened or count- 
ed in such election, but shall be by the inspectors pre- 
served in the condition in which the same is found in 
the ballot box, with the notation on the outer envelope 
containing the same of the fact of the death or dis- 
qualification of such elector, and by them delivered 
to the canvassing board of such election, along with 
their returns. 

CONTESTING ELECTIONS 

439. (374). CONTEST OF SEAT IN LEGISLA- 
TURE, — If any candidate of the proper county or dis- 
trict contest the election of any Senator or member of 
the House of Representatives of this State, he shall give 
notice thereof in writing to the person whose election 
he contests, or leave written notice thereof at the house 



where such person has last resided with some person 
over fourteen years of age, such person being a member 
of the family residing in such house, or residing with 
such family, within twenty-five days after the canvass 
by the State canvassing board of the returns of such 
county, expressing in said notice the points on which the 
same shall be contested, and the name of the county 
judge or clerk of the circuit court who will attend 
at the taking of depositions, and where end when such 
depositions will be taken. 

440. (375). BOTH PARTIES MAY TAKE DEPOSI- 
TIONS. — The party whose election is contested, as well 
as the contestant, may take depositions before either 
of said officers, upon reasonable notice to the adverse 
party. 

441. (3761. ISSU ANCE OF SUBPOENAS AND 
ATTACHMENT OF WITNESSES.— Any county judge 
or clerk who may be called upon to do so, shall issue 
subpoenas to compel the attendance to any witness resid- 
ing within his county, to give testimony at the time and 
place mentioned in such subpoena; and if necfaaary, may 
compel the attendance • and testifying of such witnesses 
by attachment. 

442. (377). WRITING AND TRANSMISSION OF 
DEPOSITION.— The officer taking any such deposi- 
tion shall reduce the same to writing; either party 
may examine or cross-examine any witness, and require 
his answers to be taken down, if pertinent to the points 
in contest; the officer, taking the deposition shall cer- 
tify the same, and transmit it to the presiding officer 
of the proper house. 

443. (378). LIMIT OF TIME FOR TAKING TESTI- 
TIMONY. — No testimony shall be taken at the instance 
of either party after the meeting of the Legislature, 
unless authorized by resolution of the house in which 
such contest shall be pending. 

444. (379). CONTEST OF ELECTION TO CER- 
TAIN COUNTY OFFICERS.— The election of any per- 
son to the office of county judge, clerk of the circuit 
court, sheriff, county assessor of taxes, tax collefctor, 
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county superintendent of public instruction, justice of the 
peace or constable, may be contested before the circuit 
court of the county in which such election was held by 
any person claiming to be elected to such office, as fol- 
lows: 

Such contestants shall, within twenty-five days after 
the canvass by the county canvassing board of the elec- 
tion returns of such office, file a petition in the office 
of the clerk of said court, and serve a copy thereof on the 
contestee by delivering the same to him or leaving the 
same at the house where he has last resided, with some 
person over fourteen years of age, such person being a 
member of the family, residing in such house or residing 
with such family. He sl^all set forth in his petition the 
particular grounds on which he intends to rely to estab- 
lish his right to such office. The contestee shall file his 
answer within twenty-five days after such service of copy, 
and if he fail so to do the contestant may proceed in the 
matter ex parte. The judge of said court shall proceed in 
a summary way to hear and determine the matter with- 
out a jury and to give judgment therein either in or 
out of term. 

445. (380). TESTIMONY, HOW TAKEN.— Testi- 
mony may be taken before the court or judge 
thereof or before any person or persons whom 
such judge shall appoint as commissioner or 
commissioners to take such testimony. Such commis- 
sioner shall have like powers and proceed after the man- 
ner of an examiner in chancery. Upon application of 
either party, commissions may also issue and deposi- 
tions be taken as in other cases on the common law side 
of the court. 

446. (381). JUDGMENT OF OUSTER, COMMIS- 
SION. — If the petitioner shall be found to be entitled 
to such office and the adverse party has been commis- 
sioned or has entered upon the duties thereof or is 
holding the same, judgment of ouster shall be pronounced 
against such party; and upon presentation of a certified 
copy of such judgment to the Governor he shall revoke 
such commission, and he shall commission the person 
found in the judgment of the court to be entitled to the 
office, upon such person complying with all the laws of 
the State to entitle him to receive such commission. 
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447. (382). WRIT OF ERROR.— Writ of error from 
the Supreme Court shall lie as in other cases on the 
common law side of the Court and with like procedure. 

448. (383). QUO WARRANTO NOT ABRIDGED.— 
Nothing in the foregoing sections shall be construed to 
abrogate or abridge in any way any remedy that may 
now exist by quo warranto, but in such case the proceed- 
ing by petition hereinbefore provided shall be taken to 
be an alternative or cumulative remedy. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS 

449. (384). TO MEET AND PERFORM DUTIES.— 
The electors of President and Vice-President who shall 
be chosen, shall, at 12 o'clock on the day which is or 
may be directed by the Congress of the United States, 
meet at the seat of government of this State, and shall 
then and there perform the duties enjoined upon them 
by the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

450. (385). PENALTY FOR MISCONDUCT— The 
several persons who shall be appointed to conduct the 
election of electors of President and Vice-President of the 
United States, shall, for neglect of duty or for improper 
conduct, be liable to the same penalties and forfeitures as 
are or may be provided by law for regulating elections 
in this State. 

451. (386). MEETING OF ELECTORS AND FILL- 
ING OF VACANCIES.— Each elector of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, shall, before the 
hour of 12 o'clock on the day next preceding the day 
fixed by the law of Congress to elect a President and 
Vice-President of the United States, give notice to the 
Governor that he is at the seat of government, and 
ready at the proper time to perform the duties of elec- 
tor; and the Governor shall forthwith deliver to the 
electors present a certificate of the names of all the 
electors; and if, on examination thereof, it should be 
found that one or more of said electors are absent, and 
shall fail to appear before 10 o'clock in the morning of 
the day of election of President and Vice-President as 
aforesaid, the electors then present shall immediately 
proceed to elect by ballot, in the presence of the Gov- 
ernor, a person or persons to fill such vacancy or vacan- 
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ties as may have occurred through the non-attendance ol 
©ne or more of the electors. 

452. (387). PLURALITY OF VOTES TO FILL VA- 
CANCY.— PROCEEDINGS IN CASE OF TIE.— If any 
more than the number of persons required to fill the va- 
cancy or vacancies as aforesaid shall have the greatest and 
an equal number of votes, then the election of those hav- 
ing such equal and highest number of votes shall be de- 
termined by lot to be drawn by the Governor in the pres- 
ence of the electors attending; otherwise, he or they to 
the number required, having the greatest number of 
votes shall be considered elected to fill said vacancy or 
vacancies, 

453. (388). PERSON ELECTED TO FILL VA- 
CANCY TO PERFORM DUTIES OF ELECTOR.— Imme- 
diately after such choice is made in manner aforesaid, 
the name or names of the person or persons so chosen 
shall forthwith be certified to the Governor by the elec- 
tors making such choice, and the Governor shall cause 
immediately notice in writing to be given to such and 
every elector chosen to fill such vacancy or vacancies 
as aforesaid; and the said person or persons so elected 
and notified, and not the person or persons in whose 
place he or they shall have been chosen, shall be elec- 
tors, and shall meet the other electors at the same time 
and place, and then and there discharge all and sing- 
ular the duties enjoined on him or them as electors as 
aforesaid by the Constitution and Laws of the United 
States and of this State. 

454. (389). IN CASE OF VACANCY IN THE OF- 
FICE OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT.— When- 
ever the office of President and Vice-President of the 
United States shall both become vacant, it is hereby de- 
clared to be the duty cf the Governor of this State for the 
time being upon receiving a notification of such vacancy 
from the Secretary of State of the United States, or other 
proper officer, forthwith to issue his proclamation direct- 
ing an election for electors of President and Vice-President 
of the United States as herein prescribed for holding the 
regular and stated elections thereof; and the electors 
elected under this section shall meet at the seat of gov- 
ernment and discharge all and singular the duties en- 
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joined on electors of President and Vice-President o£ 
the United States by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and of this State. 

455. (390). COMPENSATION OF ELECTORS. — 
Each and every elector who shall attend as an elector at 
the seat of government as aforesaid, shall be entitled, 
to receive three dol'ars for each and every day's at- 
tendance, and ten cents for every mile of travel of the 
estimated distance by the most usual route from hU place 
of residence to the seat of government, and the like sum 
for returning; which sum shall be allowed by the Comp- 
troller, on the certificate of the Governor, and paid by the 
Treasurer out any moneys in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated. 

ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATORS 

456. (391). ELECTED IN GENERAL ELECTION. 
- — The Senators from Florida in the Congress of the 
United States shall be elected at the general elections 
in the State held next preceding the expiration of the 
terms of office of such Senators, and such elections- 
shall conform as near as practicable to the methods and 
means provided for the election of State officers 

457. (392). FILLING VACANCIES.— Shonld a va- 
cancy happen in the representation of this State in the 
Senate of the Congress of the United States, the Governor 
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancy at the 
next general election; and the Governor may make tem- 
porary appointments until the vacancy is filled by election. 

PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO OFFICE 

458. (393). CONVICTION OF CERTAIN OF- 
FENSES TO EXCLUDE FROM OFFICE.— All persons 
convicted of bribery, larceny, perjury, or any other in- 
famous crime, or who shall make or become directly or 
indirectly interested in any bet or wager the result of 
which shall depend upon any election, or who shall 
hereafter fight a duel, or send or accept a challenge to 
fight, or who shall be second to either party, or be the 
bearer of such challenge or acceptance, shall be exclud- 
ed from every office of honor, power, trust or profit, 
eivil or military, within this State, and from the right 
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of suffrage; but the legal disability shall not accrue un- 
til after trial and conviction by due form of law; Pro- 
vided, however, That nothing in this article shall be so 
construed as to remove or affect any punishment or le- 
gal disability resulting from convictions heretofore. 

COMMISSIONS 

459. (394). NO COMMISSION TO ISSUE UNTIL 
BOND FILED, ETC.— No commission shall be issued by 
the Governor of this State to any person who is by law- 
required to give bond before he shall enter upon the 
duties of his office until after such bond shall have been 
duly executed, approved and filed in the office where it 
is required by law to be deposited, and official notice 
thereof given to the Governor. There shall be hereafter 
paid by or on behalf of any person appointed or elected to 
office the sum of one dollar to be paid in current money 
of the United States before the issuing of any commission. 

460. (395). RECORD OF COMMISSION, OATH 
AND ACCEPTANCE.— Every commission issued by the 
Governor shall be recorded in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State in a book of commissions and an index 
made thereof, and the oath of office of the person named 
in said commission shall be endorsed on said commission, 
and accompanying the commission there shall be trans- 
mitted to each officer a printed acceptance of said 
commission, and his oath of office, which shall be sub- 
scribed and taken by such officer, and returned to the 
office of the Secretary of State and filed therein, and 
a note thereof made on the record of said commis- 
sion by the Secretary of State. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2152. (1474). ELECTION DISTRICT NOT TO LIE 
IN TWO COMMISSIONER'S DISTRICTS.— After the 
boundary lines of the various county commissioner's 
districts are prescribed and defined, as provided by 
Section 2151, the boundary lines of no county commis- 
sioner's district, nor of any election district, shall ever 
be so altered as to cause any election district to lie 
partly in one county commissioner's district and partly 
in another. 

7596. (5453). GrVTNG AWAY LIQUOR ON ELEC- 






58 

TION DAY. — Any person who shall carry or give away 
any vinous, malt, spirituous or alcoholic liquors on the 
day of any general election within one mile of any vot- 
ing place in any election district in any of the counties 
of the State of Florida, shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be fined not more than five hundred dollars, or be im- 
prisoned not more than ninety days. 

MISCONDUCT OF ELECTION AND OTHER 
OFFICERS 

8136. (5873). PENALTY FOR DESTROYING 
BOOTH. — Any person who wilfully, during or before 
an election, removes, tears down, or destroys, 
or defaces any booth or compartment, or other conven- 
ience provided for the purpose of enabling the elector 
to prepare his ballot, or any card prmted for the in- 
struction of electors, shall be fined not less than ten nor 
more than five hundred dollars. 

8137. (5874). PENALTY FOR DECEIVING ELEC- 
TOR IN PREPARING BALLOT.— -Any ■ inspector who 
shall wilfully deceive any elector in preparing his bal- 
lot shall, on conviction thereof, be imprisoned in the pen- 
itentiary not less than one nor more than five years. l . 

8138. (5875). CHANGING ELECTOR'S BALLOT.— 
Whoever fraudulently and deceitfully changes the vote 
or ballot of any elector, by which such elector shall be 
prevented from voting such ballot, or for such person 
as he intended, shall be punished by imprisonment not ex- 
ceeding six months, or by fine not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars. 

8139. (5876). PENALTY FOR DISCLOSING HOW 
AN ELECTOR VOTES.— Any inspector who shall dis- 
close how any elector may have voted, unless upon a 
trial in a court of competent jurisdiction he may be so 
required, shall be fined not less than ten nor more than 
one hundred dollars. 

8140. (5877). INSPECTORS OF ELECTION RE- 
FUSING TO ALLOW WATCHERS WHILE BALLOTS 
ARE BEING COUNTED.— That the inspectors and 
managers at all general and spec a' elections and all 
regular or special primaries shall permit and allow at 
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all times while the ballots are being counted as many as 
three persons to be sufficiently near to them to see as to 
whether or not the ballots are being correctly read and 
called, and the count of the votes correctly tallied, and 
any manager or inspector of an election who denies or 
refuses this privilege to any person shall be guilty of 
a m sdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punished 
by a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars or by 
imprisonmeiii not exceeding six months. 

8141. (5878). CALLING OUT MILITIA ON ELEC- 
TION DAY. — If any officer or other person shall call 
out or order out any of the militia of this State to ap- 
pear and exercise on any day during an election, ex- 
cept in cases of invasion or insurrection, or except in 
obedience to some civil magistrate, to suppress riots or 
to enforce the law, he shall be fined not exceeding five 
hundred dollars, and be deprived of his office. 

8142. (5879). PENALTY FOR NEGLECT OF DUTY 
BY DEPUTY SHERIFF, OR OTHER OFFICER.— Any 
deputy sheriff or other officer who shall wilfully neg- 
lect or refuse to perform any duty imposed on him by 
the laws of Florida relating to elections at the time or 
within the time therein specified, shall be punished by 
a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by im- 
prisonment not more than six months. 

8143. (5880). VIOLATION OF DUTY BY COUNTY 
CANVASSING BOARD.— Any member of the county 
canvassers of election who shall wilfully violate any 
of the provisions of law relating to canvassing the re- 
sult of any election shall be punished by fine not less 
than two hundred and fifty . dollars nor more than one 
thousand dollars, or imprisonment in the State peniten- 
tiary not more than three years. 

8144. (5881). SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION 
FAILING TO DELIVER BOOKS AND PAPERS TO 
SUCCESSOR. — Any supervisor of registration who wil- 
fully fails or refuses to promptly comply with the de- 
mand of his successor for the delivery of the registra- 
tion books and papers and blanks connected with or be- 
longing to his office, shall be punished by a fine not 
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to exceed one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding six months. 

8145. (5882). DISTRICT REGISTRATION OFFI- 
CER FAILING TO DELIVER BOOKS AND PAPERS.— 
Any district registration officer who shall wilfully fail 
or refuse to prompt'y comply with the demands of the 
supervisor of registration to deliver up the registration 
books and papers, shall be punished by fine not exceed- 
ing five hundred dollars or imprisonment not exceed- 
ing six months. 

8146. (5883). TAX COLLECTOR FAILING TO 
REPORT THE POLL TAX PAID HIM.~Any tax col- 
lector or any deputy tax collector who shall fail or re- 
fuse to comp'.y with Section 304, or with any of the 
provisions of the election law, shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or by imprison- 
ment not exceeding one year. 

8147. (5884). PENALTY FOR FALSE CERTIFI- 
CATE. — Any person who shall falsely make or fraudu- 
lently destroy any certificate of nomination or any part 
thereof, or file any certification of nomination, know- 
ing the same, or any part thereof, to be false, or sup- 
press any nomination which has been duly filed, or any 
part thereof, shall be imprisoned in the penitentiary 
not less than one nor more than five years. 

8148. (5885). SECRETARY OF STATE FAILING 
TO CERTIFY NOMINATION.— The Secretary of State 
who shall wilfully fail or refuse to certify the nomina- 
tion as provided by law shall be fined not more than 
one thousand dollars; and in the event of such failure 
or refusal, such certificate shall be made by the State 
Comptroller. 

8149. (5886). PENALTY FOR OFFICERS AFTER 
BEING SWORN IN.— Any officer or officers after be- 
ing sworn in who wilfully and knowingly neglects, fails 
or refuses to perform the duties prescribed in the laws 
regulating election, shall be fined not less than fifty 
nor more than two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
not less than sixty days, nor more than six months, un- 
less otherwise provided by law. 

8150. (5887). RECEIVING POLL TAX BY COL- 
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LECTOR FROM PERSON OTHER THAN PERSON 
ASSESSED; ISSUING RECEIPT WITHOUT PAYMENT 
IN ADVANCE; PROVISO.— Any tax collector or per- 
son acting under his authority or direction, who receives 
or permits to be received any money or other thing of 
value in payment of poll or capitation taxes, from any 
person, firm, association or corporation, either by check, 
draft or any other method of payment, or any tax collector 
issuing a poll tax receipt without payment in advance 
therefor, other than the person whose poll or capitation 
taxes is to be paid; shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 
three months; provided, that nothing in this section shall 
be construed to prevent any person paying, or any tax 
collector from collecting, the poll tax due by another 
person from any other person, w.ho shall also, pay, upon 
the request of the person owing the poll of capitation tax 
the real and persona! taxes of the person for whom he 
offers to pay the capitation or poll tax. 

OFFENSES BY VOTERS AND OTHERS 

8152. (5889). CORRUPTLY, ETC., INFLUENCING 
ELECTOR. — Whoever by bribery, menace, threat or 
other corrupt means or device whatsoever, either direct- 
ly or indirectly, attempts to influence any elector in 
this State in giving his vote or ballot, or to deter him 
from giving the same, or disturbs or injures him in the 
free exercise of the right of suffrage at any election 
within this State, shall be punished by imprisonment not 
exceeding six months or by fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars. 

8153. (5890). DESTROYING B A L L OTS.— Whoever 
on any day between the commencement of any election 
and the close of the canvass thereof by the inspectors 
fraudulently destroys any of the ballots given and re- 
ceived at said election, or takes away or abstracts from 
any ballot box any of the ballots so given or received, 
or puts into such ballot box any ballots except such as 
are properly voted by the electors, or in any manner 
wilfully intermingles with the ballots which shall have 
been voted by the electors any other ballots, or tickets, 
which shall not have been duly received by the inspec- 
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tors, during the election, shall be punished fay imprison- 
ment in the State prison not exceeding one year, or by 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

8154. (5891). FALSE SWEARING TO ELECTOR'S 
QUALIFICATIONS. — Whoever is guilty of wilful and 
corrupt false swearing or affirming, when interrogated 
as to his qualifications as an elector, or when his tes- 
timony may be required in any contested election, or 
whoever wilfully and corruptly procures another person 
to swear or affirm falsely as aforesaid, shall suffer the 
pains and penalties of perjury. 

8155. FALSE OATH IN CONNECTION WITH REG- 
ISTRATION OF FREEHOLDERS.— Any person making 
a false oath in connection with his or her qualifications 
under sections 299-301, relating to the registration of 
freeholders, shall be guilty of perjury and shall be pun- 
ished for perjury. 

8156. (5892). MAKING FALSE DECLARATION 
TO SECURE ASSISTANCE IN PREPARING BALLOT. 
— Any person who makes a false declaration under the 
provisions of law providing for assistance in the prep- 
aration of his ballot in any election shall be impris- 
oned in the penitentiary not less than one or more than 
five years. 

8157. (5893). CASTING ILLEGAL BALLOT.— Who- 
ever casts knowingly an illegal vote at any election in 
this State held according to law, shall he punished by 
imprisonment in the State prison not exceeding six 
months, or by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

8158. (5894). CASTING MORE THAN ONE BAL- 
LOT. — Whoever casts more than one ballot at the same 
election shall be punished by imprisonment not exceed- 
ing three months or by fine not exceeding one hudred 
dollars. 

8159. (5895). BETTING ON RESULT OF ELEC- 
TION. — Whoever makes or becomes directly or indirect- 
ly interested in any bet or wager, the result of which 
shall depend upon any election, shall be punished by 
fine not exceeding three hundred dollars; provided, 



such bet or wager, or the becoming interested therein, 
shall occur on or before the day of hojding such election. 

8160. (5896). FAILURE TO ASSIST DEPUTY 
SHERIFF AT POLLS. — Any person when summoned or 
called upon by the sheriff or deputy sheriff, who shall 
fail or refuse to assist him in maintaining the peace and 
g-ood order at the polls, shall be fined in a sum not to 
exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, or be imprisoned 
not to exceed six months. 

i 

8161. (5897). BALLOT NOT TO BE SEEN, AND 
OTHER OFFENSES. — Any elector "who .shall, except as 
provided by law, allow his ballot to be seer* by any per- 
son, or who shall take or remove or attempt to take or 
remove any ballot from the polling place before the close 
of the polls, or place any mark upon his ballot by which 
it may be identified, or take into the election booth any 
mechanical, device, ticket or memorandum, printed or 
or written, other than the off. rial ballot ar ticket, to en- 
able him to mark said ballot or ticket, or any person 
who shall interfere with any elector when inside of the 
polling place or when marking his ballot, or unduly in- 
fluence or attempt to unduly influence any elector in the 
preparation of his ballot, or any elector who shall remain 
longer than the specified time allowed by law in the booth 
or compartment after having been notified that his time 
has expired, or who shall endeavor to induce any elector 
to show how he marks or has marked his ballot, or aids 
or attempts to aid any elector by any means of any me- 
chanical device whatever in marking his ballot, or shall 
print or procure to be printed or have in his possession 
any copy of any ballot prepared to be voted, shall be 
fined not less than ten nor more than one hundred dol- 
lars, or be imprisoned not more than three months. Any 
ballot marked by the elector for identification shall be re- 
jected. 

8162. (5898). TO PREVENT THE USE OF 
MONEY FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES BY COR- 
PORATIONS. — No foreign or non-resident corporation 
or corporat on organized under the laws of the Unite J 
States, doing business in thi3 State, nor any domestic 
corpcration, shall pay or contribute, or offer, consent, 
or agree to pay or contribute, directly or indirectly, 
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any money, property or thing of value to any political 
party, organization, committee or individual for any po- 
litical purpose whatsoever, or for the purpose of influenc- 
ing legislation of any kind, or to promote or defeat the 
candidacy of any person for nomination, appintment or 
election to any political office. Any officer, employee, 
agent or attorney or other representative of any cor- 
poration, acting for and on behalf of such corporation, 
who shall violate this section shall be punished upon 
conviction by a fine of not less than one thousand nor 
more than ten thousand dollars, or by imprisonment 
in the State prison for a period of not less than two nor 
more than five years, or by both such fine and impris- 
onment, in the discretion of the court or judge before 
whom such conviction is had; and the corporation, if a 
domestic corporation, is dissolved if, after a proper pro- 
ceeding upon quo warranto, in either the circuit or 
supreme court of the State to be prosecuted by the At- 
torney-General of the State, the court shall find and 
give judgment that this section has been violated as 
charged, and if a foreign or non-resident corporation, its 
right to do business in this State ceases. The volation 
of this section by any officer, employee, agent, attor- 
ney or other representative of a corporation, shall be prima 
facie evidence that such officer, employee, agent, at- 
torney or other reresentative of such corporation is 
acting for and in behalf of such corporation.' 

8163. (5899). PENALTY FOR AIDING OR ABET- 
TING, — Any person or persons who shall aid, abet or 
advise a violation of the preceding section shall be 
punished in like manner as the principal offender. 

8164. (5900). WHERE VIOLATION IS TO BE 
PROSECUTED.— Volations of the two preceding sec- 
tions shall be prosecuted in the county where such pay- 
ment or contribution is made. 

8165. (5901). THREATS OF EMPLOYERS TO 
CONTROL VOTES OF EMPLOYEES— It shall be un- 
lawful for any person or persons, firm, joint stock com- 
pany, association or corporation, organized, chartered or 
incorporated by and under the laws of this State, eith- 
er as owner or lessee, having persons in their service 
as employees, to discharge any employee or employees, 
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or to threaten to discharge any employee or employees 
in their service for voting or not voting in any election, 
State, county or municipal, for any person as candi- 
date or measure submitted to a vote of the people. Any 
person or persons, firm, joint stock company, associ- 
ation or corporation organized, chartered or incorporat- 
ed under the "aws of this State, or operated in this 
State, violating any of the provisions of this section, shall 
pay a fine of not more than one thousand dollars. 

• 

8166. (5902). ACTING AS OFFICER OR AGENT. 
— Any person acting as an officer or agent of any firm, 
joint stock companies, associations or corporations of 
any kind and character hereinbefore described, or any 
one of them who makes or executes any notice, order 
or threat of the kind hereinbefore forbidden in the next 
preceding section, shall pay a fine of not more than 
five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
six months. 

8167. (5903). UNLAWFUL FOR ONE PERSON 
TO PAY POLL TAX OF ANOTHER; PROVISO.— Any 
person or corporation in this State that shall pay the 
poll tax for any other person, or furnish the money to 
any other person for the purpose of paying such other 
or any other person's poll tax, except that one person 
may pay the po'l tax of another; provided, the person 
paying such poll tax shall at the same time pay the 
taxes assessed and payable on the real and personal 
property belonging to the person whose poll tax iB be- 
ing paid, shall upon conviction be fined in a sum not 
more than five hundred dollars, "or imprisoned in the 
county jail for not more than six months. 

8168. (5904). UNLAWFUL USE OF MONEY IN 
ELECTION TO CHANGE COUNTY SITE.— Any person 
or persons, firm or corporation using money, goods or 
chattels in any election to change the county site of 
any county, to secure votes or influence for any place 
as the county site of any county in this State, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be imprisoned in the State 
penitentiary not exceeding two years. 

8169. (5905). CANDIDATES REFUSING TO FTLE 
STATEMENT OF NAMES OF POLITICAL WORK- 
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ERS. — Any candidate refusing or wilfully failing to obey 
any of the provisions of Section 423 shall be pun- 
ished by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars, and 
shall not be allowed to have his name printed on the 
official ballot at the next ensuing general election ac- 
cording to whether he is a candidate for a State or 
County office, or for a National office, as the case may 
be. 

8177. (5913). REGISTERED VOTER PASSING B* 
OTHER THAN REGISTERED NAME —No registered 
voter shall call himself or pass by any other name than 
the name by which he is registered. Nothing in this 
section shall prevent the alteration of names by the cir- 
cuit court, as provided by law, and when the name of 
any one is changed by the order of said court, he shall 
notify the supervisor of registration of the fact that 
his n a me has been changed. Any one violating 
this section shall be punished by imprisonment in the 
State prison not exceeding five years. 

8192. (5928). WORD "CANDIDATE" DEFINED.— 
That the word "candidate" in this article means any 
person who has announced to any person, or to the pub- 
lic, that he is a candidate for a certain office. 

8200. (5936). AIDING OR COMMITTING FRAUD 
IN CONNECTION WITH ABSENT VOTERS VOTING 
BY MAIL. — Any person attempting to aid or abet fraud 
in connection with any vote cast or to be cast, or at- 
tempted to be cast, under the provisions of Article S, 
Chapter 1, Title 4, First Division of these Compiled 
General Laws, shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to 
the penitentiary for not less than one nor more than five 
years. 

Any person attempting to vote by fraudulently sign- 
ing the name of a regularly qualified voter shall be 
guilty of forgery. 

Any public official who knowingly violates any of the 
provisions of Article 3, Chapter. 1, Title 4, First Division 
of these Compiled General Laws, and thereby aids in 
any way the illegal casting or attempting to cast, a vote, 
or who shall connive to nullify any provisions of said 
article in order that fraud may be perpetrated, shall 
fcj-ever be disqualified from holding office in the State 



67 

of F.orida, and shall ever be disqualified from exercis- 
ing the right of franchise. 

8201. FRAUD OR ATTEMPTED FRAUD IN CON- 
NECTION WITH VOTES OF ABSENT VOTERS.— Any 
person, or persons, perpetrating or attempting to per- 
petrate any fraud in connection with any vote cast 
or to be cast, or attempted to be cast, under the provi- 
sions of Sections 436-438, and any person or persons aid- 
ing or abetting the perpetration of or attempt to perpetrate 
any fraud in connection with any vote cast, or to be cast, 
or attempted to be cast under the provisions of Sec- 
tion 435-438, shall upon conviction thereof, be punished 
by a fine of not exceeding one thousand dollars or im- 
prisonment not to exceed one year or by both such fine 
and imprisonmerrt, and, in addition thereto, shall for- 
ever be disqualified from holding office in the State of 
Florida and from exercising the right of franchise. 

Any person attempting to vote under the provisions 
of Section 435-438 by fraudulently signing the name of 
a regularly qualified elector, other than his I or her 
own name, shall be guilty of forgery and punished ac- 
cordingly. 

8202. VIOLATION OF LAW PERMITTING SOL- 
DIERS AND SAILORS TO VOTE WITHOUT REGIS- 
TRATION OR PAYMENT OF POLL TAX.— Any per- 
son who violates the provisions of Section 249, relating 
to voting by sailors and soldiers who have not regis- 
tered or- paid poll tax, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment of not less than six months and not more more 
than twelve months. 



CHAPTER 13767— (No. 203). 

AN ACT to Provide for a Re-registration in A. D. 1930 
of All Voters for All Elections to Be Held in A. D. 
1930 and AU Subsequent Years Thereafter, in All 
Counties of This State Having a Population of Not 
Less Than Ten Thousand and Fifty and Not More 
Than Ten Thousand One Hundred, According to the 
Last State Census of the State of Florida. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida; 
Section 1. In all counties of this Stkte having a pop- 
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illation of not less than ten thousand fifty and not 
more than ten thousand one hundred, according to the 
last State census, of the State of Florida, the County 
Commissioners shall provide for a re-registration in A. 
D. 1930 of all persons of such counties who intend to 
vote or qualify for voting in any election 
be held therein in A. D. 1930 or subsequent years 
thereafter, and in order to accomplish such registra- 
tion of such persons, it shall be the duty of the super- 
visor of registration of each of said counties, to open 
his registration books at the time and in the manner 
hereinafter provided for the purpose of registering or 
re-registering all such persons as may desire to register 
and qualify and vote in any election to be held in any 
such county in A. D. 1930 or subsequent years there- 
after and to register or re-register all of the voters of 
such county. 

Sec. 2. All registrations of voters prior to January 
1, A. D, 1930, had in counties of the population men- 
tioned in. Section 1 of this Act shall be null and void 
and of no force and effect on and after January 1, A, D. 
1930. 

Sec. 3. Any person who possesses the qualifications 
provided by law for becoming a registered voter in any 
of the counties affected by this Act may, at the time or 
times hereinafter specified, apply to th^ registration 
officer of the county where such person resides, for the 
purpose of being registered or re-registered as the case 
may be according to law; and it shall be the duty of 
the supervisor of registration to register or re-register 
any such person as may be found by him to possess the 
qualifications required by law for becoming a legal voter 
in any such county for any election for which such per- 
son may desire to register. 

Sec. 4. All books containing the registration of 
voters herein provided for shall be deemed, taken and 
held to be the legal registration books of said counties 
and shall be used therein in all elections held in A. D. 
1930, and thereafter until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 5. Registrations in said county during said reg- 
istering year and all subsequent years and the time and 
manner thereof, £s also the qualifications of electors 



shall be as provided in the existing general laws of 
Florida. 

Sec. 6. The Supervisor of Registration shall receive 
for his services in making the registration or re-regis- 
tration of voters herein provided for the same compen- 
sation as is now or may hereafter be provided by law 
to be paid Supervisors of Registration for like services. 

Sec. 7. Registrations may be made by district reg- 
istration officers under the supervision <>f the registra- 
tion officer in the same manner as now provided by law. 

Sec. 8. All laws and parts of laws in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 9. This Act shall take effect upon its becoming 
a law. 

Approved May 20, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13768— (No. 204). 

AN ACT to Provide for a Re-registration of All Voters 

for All Elections to Be Held in the Year A. D. 1930, and 

^Subsequent Years Thereafter, in Counties of This 

State Raving a Population of Not Less Than 9,900 

and Not More Than 9,950. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. In all counties of this State having a 
population of not less than 9,900 and not more than 
9,950, according to the 1925 State census, the County 
Commissioners shall provide for a re-registration of all 
voters of such counties who intend to vote and qualify 
for voting in any general or primary election to be held in 
the year A. D. 1930, or subsequent years thereafter, and 
in order to accomplish such re-registration of such vot- 
ers, it shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Registra- 
tion of such counties to immediately open their registra- 
tion books for the purpose of registering or re-gistering 
such voters as may desire to register and. qualify to vote 
in any general or primary election to to be held in the 
year, A. D. 1930, or subsequent years thereafter, and 
to re-register all of the voters of such county. 



Sec. 2. All registration of voters heretofore had in 

counties of the population described in Section One of 

this Act shall be null and void and of no force and ef- 
fect on and after January 1st, A. D. 1930. 

Sec. 3. Any person who may desire and who pos- 
sesses the qualifications provided by law for becoming 
a registered voter in the counties hereinbefore de- 
scribed, may, at any time after this Act becomes a law, 
apply to the registration officers in the several counties 
described in Section 1 of this Act, for the purpose of 
being registered or re-registered, as the case may be, 
according to law, and it shall be the duty of the Su- 
pervisors of Registration of such counties to register 
or re-register any such persons who may be found by 
him to possess the qualifications required by law for 
becoming a legal voter in sueh counties for any gener- 
al or primary election for which such voters desire to 
register; and all books containing the registration of 
voters herein provided for shall be deemed, taken and 
held to be legal registration books of such counties, and 
shall be used in all general and primary elections held 
in the years, A. D. 1930, and thereafter until otherwise 
provided by law. 

Sec. 4. The re-registration of voters hereinbefore 
provided for may continue until not later than thirty 
days before any primary election to be held in the year 
1930, and the books shall then be closed until after the 
holding of such primary election, and registrations for 
the general election may be held thereafter until within 
thirty days prior to the date of holding any subsequent 
general election, whereupon said registration shall cease 
until after the time for holding the general election, and 
thereafter the registration of voters may continue at 
all times except within the period of thirty days imme- 
diately preceding any general or primary election, the 
purpose and intention of this Act being to provide for 
a registration of all voters in said counties and to pro- 
vide that the registration books shall be kept open 
for registration of voters continuously except dur- 
ing that period of time amounting to thirty days im- 
mediately preceding any general or primary election. 

Sec. 5. The Supervisor of Registration shall re- 



71 

ceive for his fees in making the registration of voters 
hereinbefore prov'ded for, the same compensation as is 
now or may hereafter be provided by law to be paid 
Supervisors of Registration for like services. 

Sec. 6. Registrations may be made by District Reg- 
istration officers under the supervision of the registra- 
tion officer in the same manner as now provided by law. 

Sec. 7. All laws and parts of laws in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its becoming 
a law. , 

Approved June 7, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13769— {No. 205). 

AN ACT to Provide for and Require a Re-registration 
of All Voters for All Elections to be Held in the Year 
A. D. 1930, and Subsequent Years Thereafter in 
Counties of This State Having a Population of not 
Less than Forty Thousand (40,000)" and not More 
than Forty-two Thousand (42,000) Inhabitants Ac- 
cording to the Last State Census. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. In all counties of this State having a 
population of not less than Forty Thousand (40,000) and 
not more than Forty -two Thousand (42,000) according 
to the last State census, the County Commissioners shall 
provide for a complete re-registration of all voters of 
such counties who intend to vote and qualify for vot- 
ing in any General or Primary Election to be held in the 
year A. D. 1930, nr subsequent years thereafter, and in 
order to accomplish such re-registration of such voters 
cf such counties, it shall be the duty of the Supervis- 
or of Registration of such counties to open their Regis- 
tration Books for the purpose of registering or re-reg- 
istering such voters as may desire to register and quali- 
fy to vote in any General or Primary Election to be 
held in the year A. D. 1930, or subsequent years there- 
after, and such Supervisors of Registration are hereby 
authorized and required to re-register all of the voters of 
such counties in accordance with the provisions of this Act, 
and the several Board of County Commissioners of the 
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several counties affected by this Act are hereby au- 
thorized and required to provide all materials and sup- 
plies and other requirements necessary to be used by 
Supervisors of Registration in order to comply with the 
provisions of this Act. Such duties hereby imposed by 
this Act upon Supervisors of Registration and Boards 
of County Commissioners shall be enforcible by manda- 
mus brought on the relation of any person now quali- 
fied as an elector in said county and who desires or 
expresses a desire to be re-registered under this Act. 

Sec. 2. All registration of voters heretofore had in 
counties of the population described in Section 1 of 
this Act, whether for General or Primary Election shall 
be null and void and of no force and effect on and aft- 
er January First, A. D. 1930, after which date only 
those voters who have re-registered under the provi- 
sions and requirements of this Act to vote in General 
or Primary Elections shall be recognized as registered 
voters in said Counties. 

Sec. 3. In making a re-registration of voters for 
Primary and General Elections "under this Act, all pro- 
visions of law now applicable to the registration of 
voters in General Elections and Primary Elections shall 
be deemed and held to govern and apply to the re-reg- 
istration under this Act, except as to the time of 
opening and closing the books, and except as otherwise 

Earticularly covered by this Act by contradictory law 
erein contained. All registrations for General Elec- 
tions and Primary Elections shall be made in separate 
books in like manner as now provided by law, except that 
the Supervisor of Registration may register in both books 
at the same time under this Act. 

Sec. 4. Any person who may desire and who pos- 
esses the qualifications provided by law for becoming 
a registered voter in the counties hereinbefore described 
may, at any time after this Act becomes a law apply to 
the registration officers in the several counties described 
in Section 1 of this Act, for the purpose of being regis- 
tered or re-registered, as the case may be, according to 
law, and it shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Regis- 
tration of such counties to register or re-register any such 
person who may be found by him to possess the qualifica- 
tions required by law for becoming a legal voter in such 
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counties for any General or Primary Election for which 
such voters desire to register; and all books containing 
the registration of voters herein provided for shall be 
deemed, taken and held to be legal registration books 
of such counties, and shall be used in all General and 
Primary Elections, held in the years A. D. 1930, and 
thereafter until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 5. The re-registration of voters hereinbefore 
provided for may continue until not later than thirty 
days before any Primary Election to be held in the 
year 1930, and the books shall then be closed until aft- 
er the holding of such Primary Election, and registration 
for the General Election may be held thereafter until 
within thirty days prior to the date of holding any sub- 
sequent General Election whereupon said registration 
shall cease until after the time for holding the General 
Election, and thereafter the registration of voters may 
continue at all times except within the period of thirty 
days immediately preceding any General or Primary 
Election, the purpose and intention of this Act being to 
provide for a registration of all voters in said counties 
and to provide that the registration books shall be kept 
open for registration of voters continuous- 
ly except during that period of time^amounting to thirty 
days immediately preceding any General or Primary 
Election. 

Sec. 6. The Supervisor cf Registration shall receive for 
his fees in making the registration of voters hereinbefore 
provided for, the same compensation as is now, or may 
hereafter be provided by law to be paid Supervisors of 
Registration for like services. 

Sec. 7, Registrations may be made by District Regis- 
tration Officers under the supervision of the Registration 
Officer in the same manner as now provided by law. 

Sec. 8. Any voter who shall have re-registered under 
the provisions of this Act for any General or Primary 
Election shall not be required to re-register biennially, 
nor for each separate Election, but a re-registration once 
having been made hereunder shall be deemed and held 
as being sufficient for all elections to be held in the year 
A. D. 1930, and for all periods of time subsequent thereto, 
during which such re-registered voter shall continue as 
an elector of the county covered by this Act, the purpose 
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of this Act being that there shall be one general re-reg- 
istration of all voters, whether heretofore registered or 
not, and thereafter additional and supplementary regis- 
tration of individuals aa voters to add to the list of per- 
sons who may be re-registered under this Act. 

Sec. 9. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with this 
Act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 10. This Act shall take effect upon becoming a 
law. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13770— (No. 206). 

AN ACT to Provide for a Re-registration of All Voters 
for All Elections to Be Held in the year A. D. 1930, and 
Subsequent Years Thereafter, in Counties of This State 
Having a Population of More Than Seventy-nine Thou- 
sand and Not More Than Eighty Thousand Inhabitants, 
According to the Special State Census of A. D. 1927, and 
Providing that Registration of Voters Heretofore Had 
in Such Counties Shall be Null and Void and of No 
Force and Effect After January 1, A. D. 1930, and 
Providing that the Board of County Commissioners of 
Such Counties Shall Have the Authority to Alter or 
Change Any Election and Registration District, Voting 
Place or Precinct in Such Counties, and Providing for 
the Time to Apply for Re-registration in Such Counties. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. In all counties of this State having a popu- 
lation of Seventy-nine Thousand and not. more than 
Eighty Thousand inhabitants, according to the Special 
State Census of A. D. 1927, the Board of County Com- 
missioners of such counties shall provide for a re-regis- 
tration of all voters of such counties who intend to reg- 
ister and qualify for voting in any General, Primary or 
Special Election to be held in the year A. D. 1930, or 
subsequent years thereafter, and in order to accomplish 
such re-registration of such voters, it shall be the duty 
of the Supervisors of Registration of such counties to 
immediately open their registration books for the purpose 
of registering or re- registering such voters as mav de- 
sire to register and qualify to vote in any General, Primary 
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or Special Election to be held in the year A. D. 1930, or 
subsequent years thereafter, and to re-register all of the 
voters of such counties. 

Sec, 2. All registration of voters heretofore had in the 
counties of the population described in Section 1 of this 
Act shall be null and void and of no force and effect on 
and after January 1, A. D. 1930. 

Sec. 3. Any person who may desire and who possesses 
the qualifications provided by law for becoming a reg- 
istered voter in the counties hereinbefore described, may, 
at any t me after this Act becomes a law, apply to the 
Registration Officers in such counties described in Section 
1 of this Act, for the purpose of being registered or re- 
registered, as the case may be, according to law, and it 
shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Registration of 
such counties to register or re-register any such person 
who may be found by him to possess the qualifications 
required by law for becoming a legal voter in such 
counties for any General, Primary or Special Election, for 
which such voters desire to register; and all books con- 
taining the registration of voters herein provided for 
shall be deemed, taken and held to be legal registration 
books of such counties, and shall be used in all General, 
Primary and Special Elections held in the year A. D. 1930, 
and thereafter until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 4. The Suoervisor of Registration of such 
Counties shall appoint, subject to removal at any time by 
him, a District Registration officer of each Election Dis- 
trict in his county, whose duty it shall be to attend to 
the registration of electors in such districts in substantial 
conformity with the provisions of the general law ap- 
plicable thereto, and in addition thereto such District 
Registration Officers shall keep their books open for 
such time, or times, as shall be prescribed by the Board 
of County Commissioners of such counties. 

Sec. 5. In such counties it shall not be necessary for 
the Supervisor of Registration to publish a certified list 
of the registered and qualified electors of each election 
district as is now provided by law. 

Sec. 6. The County Registration books in all such 
counties shall be kept open on each week day from 9:00 
A. M. until 12:00 Noon and from 1:30 P. M. until 5:00 
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P. M. in the office of the Supervisor of Registration in 
each of such counties for the registration of electors for 
all General, Primary and Special Elections; provided, 
however, that said Registration Books shall close before 
each General, Primary or Special E'ection at the time and 
in the manner now required by the laws governing both 
Primary and General Elections in said State, but shall 
re-open for registration purposes the day following the 
said election or elections. 

Sec. 7. The Board of County Commissioners in each 
of such counties in additton to its powers relative to 
altering, changing or creating new election or registra- 
tion districts is hereby empowered, at any time prior to 
the 1st day of January, _A. D. 1930, to alter or change 
any election and registration district, voting place or pre- 
cinct in such county, or to create new districts, designat- 
ing each district by number, and at the most suitable 
point in the district to establish a voting place or pre- 
cinct, at which voting place or precinct there shall be a 
polling place as now provided by law, and in altering or 
changing any ejection and registration district, voting 
places or precincts or creating new districts in such 
county, the Board of County Commissioners shall act in 
substantial conformity with the provisions of the general 
law applicable thereto. 

Sec. 8. Any provision of this Act which for any rea- 
son may be declared invalid may be eliminated from this 
Act, and the remaining portion or portions thereof shall 
be and remain in full force and valid as if such invalid 
provision had not been incorporated therein. 

Sec. 9. All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 10. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming a law 
without his approval. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13867- (No. 303). 

AN ACT to Amend Section Two of Chapter 12245 Laws 
of Florida, Acts of 1927, Entitled: "An Act Defining 
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the Time when Registration Books in Counties Having 
Population of Not Less Than Eighteen Thousand Tlve 
Hundred (18,500) and Not More Than Nineteen Thou- 
sand (19,000) Inhab tants According to the Last State 
Census, Shall Be Kept Open in the Office of the Super- 
visor of Registration," and Prescribing the Duties and 
Compensation of the Registration Officers Therein." 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That Section 2 of Chapter 12245, Laws of 
Florida, Acts of 1927, entitled: "An Act defining the 
time when registration books in counties having popula- 
tion of not less than eighteen thousand five hundred 
(18,500) and not more than nineteen thousand (19,000) 
inhabitants according to the last State census, shall be 
kept open in the office of the Supervisor of Registration, 
and prescribing the duties and compensation of the reg- 
istration officers therein," be and the same is hereby 
amended to read as follows: "Sec. 2, That the compensa- 
tion to be paid the Supervisor of Registration in such 
counties in lieu of all other compensation now allowed by 
law for his services as such Supervisor of Registration 
shall be the sum of twelve hundred dollars per annum, 
payable in equal monthly payments of one hundred dol- 
lars each." 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect upon becoming a law. 

Approved May 4, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13869— (No. 305). 

AN ACT to Fix the compensation of Supervisors of Reg- 
istration in Counties Where There is an Average Reg- 
istration of More than Thirty-five Thousand Names. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That in all counties of the State of Florida 
where there shall be an average registration of voters of 
not less than Thirty-five (35,000) names, the compensa- 
tion of the Supervisor of Registration in such county 
shall be not less than Two Hundred and Fifty ($250.00) 
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Dollars per month, to be paid by the County Commis- 
sioners upon requisition of the Supervisor oi Registration, 
Provide^ nothing in this Act sha'l prohibit the payment 
of a greater compensation to the Supervisors of Registra- 
tion than that herein provided in so far as the same may 
be authorized by any existing provisions of law. 

Sec. 2. This Act shall taEe effect upon becoming a lav. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 14546— (No. 64). 

AN ACT to 'Pix. the Compensation of the Supervisors of 
Registration of the Several Counties of the State of 
Florida Having Thirty Thousand or More Registered 
Voters "Upon the General Election Registration Books 
of Such Counties. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That on and after July 1, 1929, the com- 
pensation of Supervisors of Registration of all counties 
of this State, carrying on their registration books more 
than Thirty Thousand (30,000) voters in General Electious 
held in such counties shall be not less than Three Thou- 
sand ($3,000) Dollars per annum, payable in equal 
monthly installments to the Supervisor of Registration 
of such counties upon his requisition therefor. 

Sec. 2. The Board of County Commissioners of all 
counties affected by this Act are hereby authorized to 
prepare and include in their budgets for the remainder 
of the year 1929 after this Act takes effect an appropri- 
ate item to cover compensation of Supervisors of Regis- 
tration as hereinbefore fixed, and it shall be the duty of 
the County Commissioners of the counties to provide for 
the payment of said compensation of Supervisors of Reg- 
istration out of the General Revenue Fund of counties 
from and after the taking effect of this Act. Anything 
in any other law of the State of Florida to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with this 
Act are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. This Act shall take effect July 1st, 1929. 
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Sec 5. Nothing in this Act ahall be construed aa re- 
ducing the amount of compensation now payable under 
authority of law to any Supervisor of Registration in any 
of the counties covered by the terms of this Act. 
> Approved June 20, A. D, 1929. 



CHAPTER 14547— (No. 65). 

AN ACT to Fix the Compensation of Supervisors of Reg- 
istration in Counties of Th''s State Having a Population 
of Not Less Than Forty Thousand (40,000) and Not 
More Than Forty-two Thousand (42,000), According to 
the Last State Census. 

Be It Enacted by. the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That Supervisors of Registration of all 
counties of this State having a population of not less than 
Forty Thousand (40,000) "nor more than Forty-two Thou- 
sand (42,000), according to the last State Census, shall be 
paid and entitled to receive not less than the sum of Two 
Thousand ($2,000.00) Dollars per annum, payable in equal 
monthly installments by the County Commissioners of the 
Counties, anything in any other law of the State of 
Florida notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. All laws or parts of laws in conflict with this 
Act are hereby repealed. 

See. 3. This Act shall take effect July 1st, 1929, and 
the County Commissioners of the Counties affected here- 
by shall make provision in the budget for the payment 
of the salary of the Supervisor of Registration in accord- 
ance with the terms and requirements of this Act. 

Approved June 29, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13893— (No. 329). 

AN ACT to Authorize the County Commissioners of Any 
County, or the Governing Body of Any Municipality, 
Within the State of Florida, to adopt for use or Use 
Experimentally a Voting Machine or Voting Machines 
for the Conduct of Elections in Such Counties or Mu- 
nicipalities, and Setting Forth the Requirements of 
Such Voting Machines, and Prescribing the Method of 
Conducting Elections by and with the Usp of Such 
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Voting Machines and Directing How the Official Re- 
turns of Elections Conducted with the Aid of Such Vot- 
ing Machines Shall Be Made, and Providing a penalty 
for Unlawfully Possessing Such Voting Machines or 
the Keys Thereto, and Prescribing a Penalty for Wil- 
fully Tampering, or Attempting to Tamper, Disarrange, 
Deface, or Impair Such Voting Machines, and Also De- 
fining Some of the Terms Used in This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS.— The list of candidates 
used or to be used on the front of the voting machine for 
an election district in which a voting machine is used 
pursuant to law shall be deemed official ballots under 
this charter. The word "Ballot" as used in this Article 
{except when reference is made to irregular ballots) 
means that portion of the cardboard or paper or other 
material within the ballot frames containing the name 
of the candidate and the designation of the party by 
which he was nominated, or a statement of a proposed 
constitutional amendment or other question or proposi- 
tion, with the worti "yes" for voting for any question or 
proposition, and the word "no" for voting against any 
question. The term "question" shall mean any constitu- 
tional amendment, preposition or other question sub- 
mitted to the voters at any election. The term "Official 
ballot" shall mean the printed strips of cardboard con- 
taining the names of the candidates nominated and a 
statement of the questions submitted. The term "irregu- 
lar ballot" sha'.l mean a vote cast, by or on a special 
device, for a perscn whose name does not appear on the 
ballots. The term "vot ng machine custodiar" shall mean 
the person who shall have charge of preparing and ar- 
ranging the voting machine for elections. The term "pro- 
tective counter" shall mean a separate counter built into 
the voting machine wh ch cannot be reset, which records 
the total number of movements of the operating lever. 

Sec. 2. REQUIREMENTS OF VOTING MACHINES.— 
Any voting machine may be adopted, renied, purchased 
or used which be so constructed as to fulfill the following 
requirements: It shall secure to the voter secreey in the 
act of voting; it shall provide facilities for voting for or 
against as many questions as may be submitted; it shall 
permit the voter to vote for the candidates of one or more 
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parties; it shall permit the voter to vote for as many 
persons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to vote 
for, but no more; it shall prevent the voter from voting 
for the same persons more than once for the same office ; 
it sha'l permit the voter to vote for or against any 
question he may have the right to vote upon, but no 
other; if used in primary elections, it shall be so equipped 
that the election officials can lock out all rows except those 
of the voter's party by a single adjustment on the out- 
side of the maehine; it shall correctly register or record, 
and accurately count all votes cast for any and all persons, 
and for or against any and all questions, it shall be pro- 
vided with a "Protective Counter" or "Protective Device" 
whereby any operation of the machine before or after 
the election will be detected; it shall be provided with a 
counter which shall show at all times during any election 
how many persons have voted; it shall be provided with 
a mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting on 
the machine, suitable for the instruction of voters; it 
may also be provided with one device for each party, for 
voting for all the presidential electors of that party by 
one operation, and a ballot therefor containing only the 
words "Presidential Electors For" preceding by the name 
of that party and followed by the names of the candi- 
dates thereof for the offices of president and vice- 
president, and a registering device therefor which shall 
register the vote cast for said electors when thus voted 
collectively; provided, however, that means shall be 
furnished whereby the voter can cast a vote in part for 
the candidates for pres'dential electors of one party, and 
in part for those of one or more other parlies or in part 
or in whole for persons not nominated by any party. 
Every voting machine shall be furnished w ; th a lantern, 
or a proper substitute for one, which shall give suffi- 
cient light to enable voters while voting to read the bal- 
lots and suitable for use by the e'ection officers in examin- 
ing the counters. All voting machines used in any elec- 
tion shall be provided with a screen, hood or curtain which 
shall be so made and adjusted as to conceal the voter and 
his action while voting. 

Sec. 3. ADOPTION OF VOTING MACHINE— The 
Board of County Commissioners of any county or the gov- 
erning body of any municipality, may if it so elects, sub- 
mit to the voters of such county or municipality at a 
general or special election, the question of whether or not 
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it shall avail itself of the benefits of this Act. Providing, 
however, that a special election shall not be called for the 
sole purpose of determining this question, and if a 
majority of the voters voting at such election approve the 
said Board of County Commissioners of such county or 
the governing body of such municipality, may thereupon 
adopt for use at elections any kind of voting machine 
that meets the requirements of this Act, and thereupon 
such voting machine may be used at any and all elections 
held in such county or municipality or any part thereof 
for voting, registering and counting votes cast at such 
elections; provided, however, that the board of county 
commissioners of any county or the governing body of any 
municipality may purchase, install and use not to exceed 
(5) five voting machines, meeting the requirements of 
this Act, for the purpose of experimenting with same in 
such districts or precincts as they may deem proper with- 
out submission of the question to the voters of the county 
or municipality. Voting machines of different kinds may 
be adopted for use in different districts in the same coun- 
ty or municipality. 

Sec. 4. EXPERIMENTAL USE OF VOTING MA- 
CHINE. — The county commissioners of any county, or 
the governing body of any municipality, authorized by 
the last preceding section to adopt a voting machine, may 
provide for the experimental use, at any election in one 
or more districts of a machine or machines which they 
might thereafter permanently adopt, and the use of such 
machine or machines at such election shall be as valid for 
all purposes as if it, or they, had been permanently 
adopted. 

Sec. 5. PROVIDING MACHINES— The authorities 
adopting the use of voting machines shall, as soon as 
practicable thereafter, provide for each po'iing place one 
or more voting machines in complete working order, and 
thereafter the authorities in charge of elections shall 
preserve and keep them in repair, and shall have custody 
thereof when not in use at an election. If it shall be im- 
practicable to supply each and every election district with 
a voting machine or voting machines at any election fol- 
lowing such adoption, as many may be supplied as it is 
practicable to procure, and the same may be used in such 
Section district or districts w'thin such "county or munici- 
pality as the officers adopting the same may direct. 
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Sec. 6. PAYMENT FOR MACHINES.— The boards of 
county commissioners or the municipal authorities on the 
adoption and rental or purchase of voting machines may 
provide for the payment therefor in such manner as they 
may deem for the best interest of their respective local- 
ities. 

Sec. 7. PRINTING OFFICIAL BALLOTS.— All ballots 
shall be printed on paper or clear white material, of such 
form and size as will fill the ballot frames of the machine, 
in plain color type as large as the space will reasonably 
permit. Party nominations shall be arranged on each 
voting machine, either in columns or horizontal rows; the 
caption of the various ballots on said machines shall be 
placed on said machines as to indicate to the voter what 
push knob, key, lever or other device is to be used or op- 
erated in order to vote for the candidate or candidates of 
his cho ce. The order of the arrangement of parties and 
of candidates shall be as now required by law. 

Sec. 8. MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOTS AND FUR- 
NISHING OF INSTRUCTION BALLOTS— The officer or 
officers whose duty it may be under this Act to provide 
and furnish official ballots for any polling place where a 
voting machine is to be used, shall also provide two sam- 
ple bal'.ots or instruction ballots which sample or instruc- 
t on ballots shall be arranged in the form of a diagram 
showing such portion of the front of the voting machine 
as it will appear after the official ballots are arranged 
thereon or therein for voting on elect-on day. Such 
sample ballots shall be open to the inspection of all voters 
on e'ection day, in all primaries and general elections 
where voting machines are used. 

There shall be furnished to the election official, at each 
polling place, a sufficient number of sample ballots (a fac- 
simile of the face of the machine) of a reduced size, so 
that one may be given to each voter desiring the same. 

Sec. 9. NUMBER OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS TO BE 
FURNISHED— Two sets of official" ballots shall be pro- 
vided for each polling place for each e'ection district for 
use in and upon the voting machine, one set thereof shall 
be inserted or placed in or upon the voting machine and 
the other shall be retained in the custody and possession 
of the board of elections, unless it shall become necessary 
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during the course of the election to make use of the same 
upon or in the voting machine. 

Sec. 10. DUTY OF AUTHORITIES OF MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. — It shaH be the duty of the authorities in charge of 
any election where a voting machine is to he used, to have 
the machine and all necessary furniture and appliances at 
the proper polling place or places before the time fixed for 
opening of the polls, and the counters set at zero (000), 
and otherwise in goofl and proper order for use at such 
election; and for the purpose of placing ballots in the bal- 
lot frames of the machine, putting it in order, testing, 
and adjusting and delivering the machine, the authorities 
in charge of elections may employ one or more competent 
persons to be known as custodian or custodians of voting 
machines; who shall be ful'.y competent, thoroughly in- 
structed, and sworn to perform their duties honestly and 
faithfully, and for such purpose shall be appointed and in- 
structed at least thirty days before the election and shall 
be considered as officers of elections. Before preparing a 
voting machine for any election, written notice shall be 
mailed to the chairman of the local organization of at 
least two of the principal parties, stating the time and 
place where the machines will be prepared, at wh ch time 
one representative of each of such political parties shall 
be afforded an opportunity to see that tha machines are 
in proper condition for use in the election; such repre- 
sentatives shall be sworn to faithfully perform their 
duties and shall be regarded as election officials but shall 
not interfere with the custodians or assume any of their 
duties. When a machine has been so examined by such 
representatives it shall be sealed with a numbered metal 
seal. Such representatives shall certify to the numbers 
of the machines, that all of the counters are set at zero 
(000), and as to the number reg.stered on the protective 
counter, if one is provided, and on the seal. After the 
preparat : on of the machines, an officer or officers or some- 
one duly authorized, other than the person who has pre- 
pared them for election, shall inspect each mach ne, and 
report in writing, concerning the facts as to whether or 
not all of the registering counters are set at zero (000), 
the mach ne is arranged in, al! respects in good order for 
the election and locked; and as to the number registered 
on the protective counter; and on the seal. When a voting 
machine has been properly prepared for election, it shall 
be locked against voting and sealed; and the keys thereof 
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shall be delivered 4o the board of officials having charge 
and control of elections, together with a written report 
made by the custodian, stating that it is in every way 
properly prepared for the election. After the voting ma- 
chine shall be transferred to the polling places, it shall 
be the duty of the local authorities to provide ample pro- 
tection against molestation or injury to the machine. The 
lantern or electric light fixture shall be prepared in good 
order for use before the opening of the polls. 

Sec. 11. INSTRUCTION OF ELECTION OFFICERS.— 
Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days before 
each election, the custodian or custodians of the machine 
shall instruct the board of elections that are to serve in an 
election district in use of the machine, and in their duties 
in connection therewith; and he shall give to each member 
of each board of elections who has received such instruc- 
tion and is fully qualified to properly conduct the election 
with the machine, a certificate to that effect. For the pur- 
pose of giving such instruction the custodian shall call 
such meeting or meetings of the board of elections as 
shall be necessary. Such custodian shall within five days, 
file a report with the board or official in charge of elec- 
tions stating that he has instructed the election officers, 
giving the names of such officers, and the t.me and place 
where such instruction was given. The board of elections 
of each election d: strict in which a voting machine is to 
be used shall attend such meeting, or meetings, as shall 
be called for the purpose of receiving such instructing 
concerning their duties as shall be necessary for the 
proper conduct of the elect on with the machine. No mem- 
ber of any board of elections shall serve in any election 
at which a voting machine is used, unless he shall have 
received such instruction and is fully qualified to perform 
the duties in connection with the machine, and has re- 
ceived a certif'cate to that effect from the custodian of 
the machines; provided, however, that thi-s shall not pre- 
vent the appointment of a person as a member of the 
board of elections to fill a vacancy in an emergency. 

Sec. 12. INSTRUCTION OF VOTERS BEFORE ELEC- 
TION. — Where voting mach'nes are to be used, the au- 
thorities in charge of elections shall designate suitable 
and adequate times and places where voting machines 
containing sample ballots showing tit'es of offices to be 
filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of candidate;; 
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to be voted for at the next election shall be exhibited for 
the purpose of giving instructions as to the use of voting 
machines to all voters who apply for the same. No voting 
machine which is to be assigned for use in an election 
shall be used for such instruction after having been pre- 
pared and sealed for- the election. During public exhibition 
of any voting machine for the instruction of voters pre- 
vious to an election, the counting mechanism thereof shall 
be concealed from view and the doors may be temporarily 
opened only when authorized by the board or official hav- 
ing charge and control of the elections. 

Sec. 13. OFFICIAL BALLOTS FURNISHED.— Of- 
ficial ballots of the form and description set forth in this 
Act for use upon voting machines shall be prepared and 
furnished in the same manner, at the same time, and be 
delivered to the same officials as now provided by law. 

Sec. 14. NUMBER OF VOTERS IN A DISTRICT.— 
Election districts in which voting machines are to be 
used may be altered, divided, or combined so as to pro- 
vide that each district in which the machine is to be used 
shall contain as nearly as may be seven hundred and fifty 
voters, and that each district in which two machines are 
to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one thousand 
voters, and that each district in which three machines 
are to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one 
thousand five hundred voters; provided that noth ; ng 
herein shall prevent any election district from containing 
a less number than above if necessary for the convenience 
of the voters. Whenever more than two machines are to 
be used in a district, one additional member of the 
board of elections shall be appointed for each additional 
machine. 

Sec. 15. If the official ballots for an election district 
or precinct, at which a voting machine is to be used, shall 
not be delivered in time for use on election day or after 
delivery sha'l be lost, destroyed o"r stolen, the clerk or 
other official, or officials, whose duty it now is in such 
case to provide other ballots for use at such elections in 
lieu of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall cause other 
ballots to be prepared, printed or written as nearly as 
may be of the form and description of the official ballots, 
and the board of election sha 1 ! cause the ballots so substi- 
tuted to be used at the election in the same manner, as 
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nearly aa may be, as the official ballots would have been. 

Sec. 16. VOTING MACHINE OUT OF ORDER.— In 
case any voting machine used in any election district 
shall, during the time the polls are open, become injured 
so as to render it inoperative in whole or in part, it shall 
be the duty of the election officers immediately to give 
notice thereof to the body providing such machine, and it 
shall be the duty of such body, if possible, to substitute 
a perfect machine for the injured machine, and at the 
close of the polls, the records of both machines shall be 
taken, and the votes shown on their counters shall be 
added together in ascertaining and determining the re- 
sults of the election; but if no other machine can be pre- 
pared for use at such election, and the one injured cannot 
be repaired in time for use at such election, unofficial 
ballots made as nearly as possible in the form of the 
official ballot may be used, received by the election offi- 
cers and placed by them in receptacle in such case to be 
provided by the election officers, and counted with the 
votes registered on the voting machines; and the result 
shall be declared the same as though there had been no 
accident to voting machine; the ballots thus voted shall be 
preserved and returned as herein directed with a certifi- 
cate or statement setting forth how and why the same 
were voted. 

Sec. 17. OPENING OF POLLS— The boards of elec- 
tion of each district shall attend at the polling place 
three-quarters of an hour before the time set for opening 
of the polls, at each election, and shall proceed to arrange 
within the guard rail the furniture, stationery and voting 
machine for the conduct of the election. The boards of 
election shall then and there have the voting machine, 
ballots, and stationery required to be delivered to them 
for such election. If not previously done, they shall insert 
in their proper place on the voting machine, the ballots 
containing the names of offices to be filled at such elec- 
tion, and the names of candidates nominated therefor. 
The keys to the voting machine shall be delivered to the 
election officers at least three-quarters of an hour before 
the time set for opening the polls, in a sealed envelope, 
on which shall be written or printed the number and loca- 
tion of the voting machine; the number of the seal and 
the number registered on the protective counter or device, 
as reported by the custodian. The envelope containing 
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the keys shall not be opened until at least one member of 
the board from each of two political parties shall be 
present at the polling place, and shall have examined the 
envelope to see that it has not been opened. Before open- 
ing the envelope, all election officers present shall examine 
the number on the seal on the machine, also the number 
registered on the protective counter, and ;mall see if they 
are the same as the number written on the envelope; and 
if they are not the same, the machine must not be opened 
until the custodian or other authorized person, shall have 
been notified and shall have presented himself at the poll- 
ing place for the purpose of re-examining such machine 
and shall certify that it is properly arranged. If the 
numbers on the seal and protective counter are found to 
agree with the numbers on the envelope, the election of- 
ficers shall proceed to open the doors concealing the 
counters, and each officer shall carefully examine every 
counter and see that it registers zero (000), and the same 
shall be subject to the inspection of official watchers. 
The machine shall remain locked against voting until the 
polls are formally opened, and shall not be operated ex- 
cept by voters in voting. If any counter is found not to 
register zero (000), the board of election shall immediate- 
ly notify the custodian, who shall, if practicable, adjust 
the counters at zero (000), but if it shall be impracticable 
for the custodian to arrive in time to so adjust such 
counters before the time set for opening the polls, the 
election officers shall immediately make a written state- 
ment of the designating letter and number of such 
counter, together with the number registered thereon, 
and shall sign and post same upon the wall of the pol'ing 
room, where it shall remain throughout election day, and 
in filling out the statement of canvass, they shall sub- 
tract such number from the number then registered there- 
on. 

Sec. 18. IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— Ballots voted for 
any person whose name does not appear on the machine 
as a qua. if ted candidate for office, are herein referred to 
as irregular ballots. In voting for presidential electors, a 
voter may vote an irregular ticket made up of the names 
of persons in nomination by different parties, or partially 
of names of persons so in nomination and partially 
of names of persons not in nomination, or wholly of names 
of persons not in nomination by any party. Such irregular 
ballot shall be deposited, written or affixed in or upon 



the receptacle or device provided on the machine for that 
purpose. An irregular ballot must be cast in its appropriate 
place on the machine, or it shall be void and not counted. 

Sec. 19. LOCATION OF VOTING MACHINES— At all 
elections whereat voting machines may be used, the ar- 
rangement of the polling room shall be the same as is 
now provided for by law; the" exterior of the voting ma- 
chine and every part of the polling room shall be in plain 
view of the election officers ; the voting machine shall be 
placed at least three feet from every wall or partition of 
the polling room and at least four feet from any table 
whereat any of the election officers may be engaged or 
seated. The voting machine shall be so placed that the 
ballots on the face of the machine can be plainly Been by 
the election officers and the party watchers when not in 
use by voters. The election officers shall not themselves 
be, or permit any other person to be in any position or 
near any position that will permit one to see or ascertain 
how a voter votes, or how he has voted. The election of- 
ficer attending the machine shall inspect the face of the 
machine after each voter has cast his vote, to see that the 
ballots on the face of the machine are in their proper 
places and that the machine has not been injured. During 
elections the door or other covering of the counter com- 
partment of the machine shall not be unlocked or open, or 
the counters exposed except for good and sufficient rea- 
sons, a statement of which shall be made and signed by 
the election officers and shall be sent with the returns. 
No person shall be permitted in or about the polling room 
except as now provided by law in elections where ballots 
and ballot boxes are used. 

Sec. 20. TIME ALLOWED A VOTER— Where a 
voter presents himself for the purpose of voting, the elec- 
tion officer shall ascertain whether his name is upon the 
register of voters, and if his name appear thereon and no 
challenge be interposed, or if interposed, ba not sustained, 
one of the election officers to be stationed at the entrance 
through the^outer guard rail shall announce the name of 
the voter and permit him to pass through the entrance 
opening in the outer guard rail to the booth of the voting 
machine for the purpose of casting his vote; no voter 
shall remain in the voting machine booth longer than five 
minutes, unless for good and sufficient reason he be 
granted a longer period of time by the election officers 
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in charge, and having cast hia vote the voter shall al once 
emerge therefrom and leave the polling room by the exit 
opening in the outer guard raU ; if he shall refuse to 
leave after the lapse of five minutes he shall be removed 
by the election officers; the election officers shall ascer- 
tain the name and address of each voter in the manner 
now provided by law, before he enters the voting machine 
booth for the purpose of voting; no voter after having 
entered and emerged from the voting machine booth 
shall be permitted to re-enter the same on any pretext 
whatever; only one voter at a time shall be permitted to 
pass the outer guard rail to vote. 

Sec. 21. INSTRUCTING VOTERS ON ELECTION 
DAY. — For the instruction of voters on any election days 
there shall, so far as practicable, be provided for each 
polling place a mechanically operated model of a portion 
of the face of the machine. Such model, if furnished, 
shall, during the election, be located on the election offi- 
cer's table or in some other place where the voters must 
pass to reach the machine, and each voter shall, before 
entering the machine, be instructed regarding its opera- 
tion and such instruction illustrated on the model, and the 
voter given opportunity to personally operate the model. 
The voter's attention shall also be called to the diagram of 
the face of the machine so that the voter can become 
familiar with the location of the questions and the name j 
of the offices and candidates. In case any voter, after en- 
tering the voting machine, shall ask for further instruc- 
tions concerning the manner of voting, two election offi- 
cers of opposite political parties, if present, and if not, 
two election officers of the same party shall give such in- 
structions to him, but no officer or person assisting a 
voter shall in any manner request, suggest or seek to per- 
suade or induce any such voter to vote any particular 
ticket, or for any particular candidate, or for or against 
any particular ticket, or for or against any particular 
candidate, or for or against any particular amendment, 
question or proposition. After giving them nistruc'icns 
and before such voter shall have registered his vote, the 
officers or persons assisting him shall retire and such 
voter shall then register his vote in secret as he may 
desire. 

Sec. 22. BLIND OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOT- 
ERS. — The provisions of the election law relating to the 
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assistance to be given to blind or physicallv disabled vot- 
ers shall apply also where voting machines are used, and 
the word "booth", when used in such sections, shall be 
interpreted to include the voting machine inclosure or 

curtain. 

Sec. 23. ANNOUNCING THE VOTE AND LOCKING 
THE MACHINE AGAINST VOTING— Immediately upon 
the close of the polls, the election officers shall lock and 
seal the voting machine against further voting and open 
the counter -compartment in the presence of persons who 
may be lawfully present at that time, giving full view of 
the counters. The chairman of the board of elections, 
under the scrutiny of a member of the board of a differ- 
ent political party, if such member desires to be present, 
and also, under the scrutiny of each candidate or one rep- 
resentative of each candidate voted upon at such election 
shall then in the order of the offices as their titles are 
arranged on the machine, read and announce in distinct 
tones the result as shown by the counters, and shall then 
read the votes recorded for each office on the irregular 
ballots; he shall also, in the same manner, read and an- 
nounce the vote on each constitutional amendment, propo- 
sition, or other question. As each vote is read and an- 
nounced, it shall be recorded on two statements of canvass 
by two other members of the board of election inspectors, 
and when completed shall be compared with the numbers 
on the counters of the machine. If found to be correct, 
the result shall be announced by the chairman of the 
board and the statements of canvass, after being duly 
certified and sworn to, shall be filed as now provided by 
law for filing election returns. After the reading and an- 
nouncing of the vote, and before the doors of the counter 
compartment of the voting machine shall be closed, ample 
opportunity shall be given to any person or persons law- 
fully present to compare the results so announced with the 
counters of the machine and any necessary corrections 
shall then and there be made by the board of election. 
No tally sheets nor return blanks as required by law for 
use in election districts where paper ballots are used shall 
be furnished or used in election districts where voting 
machines are used, but in lieu thereof there shall be fur- 
nished two copies of a statement of canvass to conform 
to the requirements of the voting machine or machines 
being used. 



Sec. 24. LOCKING THE MACHINE AND RETURN- 
ING THE IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— The election officers 
shall, as soon as the count is completed and fully ascer- 
tained, as by this Act required, lock the counter compart- 
ment and it shall so remain for a period of competent 
jurisdiction. Whenever irregular ballots of whatever de- 
scription have been voted, the election officers shall return 
all such ballots in a properly secured package endorsed 
"irregular ballots" and return and file such package with 
the original statement of the result of the election made 
by them. Said package shall be preserved for six months 
next succeeding such election, and it shall not be opened 
or its contents examined during that time except by order 
of a judge or a court lawfully empowered to direct the 
same to be opened and examined. At the end of said six 
months, said package may be opened and said ballots dis- 
posed of at the discretion of the official or body having 
charge thereof. 

Sec. 25. DISPOSITION OF KEYS— The keys of the 
machine shall be enclosed in an envelope to be supplied 
by the custodian on which shall be written the number 
of the machine and the district and ward where it has 
been used, which envelope shall be securely sealed and 
endorsed by the election officers, and shall be returned to 
the officer from whom the keys were received. The num- 
ber on the seal and the number registered en the protec- 
tive counter shall be written on the envelope containing 
the keys. All keys for voting machines shall be kept se- 
curely locked by the officials having them in charge. It 
shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to have in 
his possession any key or keys of any voting machine and 
all election officers or persons entrusted with such keys 
for election purposes, or in the preparation of the machine 
therefor, shall not retain them longer than necessary to 
use them for such legal purpose. All machines shall be 
boxed and stored as soon affer the close of the election as 
possible, and the machines and the boxes for the machines 
shall at all times be stored in a suitable place. 

Sec. 26. APPLICATION OF PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
AND PENAL LAW. — Any unauthorized person found in 
possession of any such voting machine or keys thereof 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in a 
sum of not less than Twenty-five nor mare then Five 
Hundred Dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not 



Jess than ten nor more than thirty days; and any per- 
son wilfully tampering or attempting to tamper with, dis- 
arrange, deface or impair in any manner whatsoever, or 
destroy any such voting machine while the same is in use 
at any elect on, or who shall, after such maehine is locked 
in order to preserve the registration or record of any elec- 
tion made by the same, tamper or attempt to tamper with 
any voting machine, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, 
and on conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in the State 
Prison of this State at hard labor for not less than three 
nor more than ten years. 

Sec. 27. APPLICATION.— All laws relating to elec- 
tions now in force in this State shall apply to ail elections 
under this Act so far the the same may be applicable 
thereto; and so far as such provisions are not inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Act pertaining to the use of 
paper ballots and ballot boxes. 

Sec. 28. The purpose and object of this bill is to pro- 
vide a proper method of experimenting with and trying 
out what is known as the mechanical balloting or voting 
machine, and in every case in which the governing 
authorities of any such city or county, as is hereinbefore 
described, shall adopt and place in use at any precinct 
or precincts of such city or county any such maehine, the 
said governing authorities are hereby specifically author- 
ized and empowered to do anything necessary, whether 
specifically covered by this Act or not, which they shall 
deem to be requisite to a fair, honest and satisfactory 
trial and use of such machine. 

Sec. 29. Nothing in this Act shall in any way change, 
alter, repeal or modify any provisions of the present elec- 
tion laws of the State of Florida, as the same shall now 
apply to and be operative in any election precinct in which 
such balloting machine shall not be used. 

Sec. 30. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
becoming a law. 

Approved May 29, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13894— (No. 330). 
AN ACT to authorize the County Commissioners of Any 






94 

County in tke State of Florida, of a Population of Not 
Less Than 51,700 or More than 51,714, According to the 
State Census of 1925, to Adopt for Use or Use Experi- 
mentally, a Voting Machine or Voting Machines for the 
Conduct of Elections in Such Counties, and Setting Forth 
the Requirements of Such Voting Machines, and Pre- 
scribing the Method of Conducting Elections by and 
with the use of Such Voting Machines and Directing 
How the Official Returns of Elections Conducted with 
the Aid of Such Voting Machines Shall Be Made; and 
Providing a Penalty for Unlawfully Possessing Such 
Voting Machines or the Keys Thereto and Prescribing 
a Penalty for Wilfully Tampering or Attempting to 
to Tamper, Disarrange, Deface, or Impair Such Voting 
Machines, and Also Defining Some of the Terms Used 
In This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of tke State of Florida: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS.— The list of candidates used 
or to be used on the front of the voting machine for an 
election district in which a voting machine is used pur- 
suant to law shall be deemed official ballots under this 
chapter. The word "ballot" as used in this article (except 
when reference is made to irregular ballots) means that 
portion of the cardboard or paper or other material with- 
in the ballot frames containing the name of the candi- 
date and the designation of the party by which he was 
nominated, or a statement of a proposed constitutional 
amendment, or other question or proposition with the word 
"yes" for voting for any question or proposition, and the 
word "no" for voting against any question. The term 
"question" shall mean any constitutional amendment, prop- 
osition or other question submitted to the voters at any 
election. The term "official ballot" shall mean the printed 
strips of cardboard containing the names of the candi- 
dates nominated and a statement of the question sub- 
mitted. The term "irregular ballot" shall mean a vote 
cast, by or on a special device, for a person whose name 
does not appear on the ballots. The term "vcting machine 
custodian" shall mean the person who shall have charge of 
preparing and arranging the voting machine for elec- 
tions. The term "protective counter" shal lmean a sepa- 
rate counter built into the voting machine which cannot 
be reset, which records the total number of movements 
of the operating lever. 



Sec. 2, REQUIREMENTS OF VOTING MACHINES.— 
Any voting machines may be adopted, rented, purchased 
or used which shall be so constructed to fulfill the follow- 
ing requirements: It shall secure to the voter secrecy in 
the act of voting; it shall provide facilities for voting for 
or against as many questions as may be submitted; it 
shall permit the voter to vote for the candidates of one 
or more parties; it shall permit the voter to vote for as 
many persons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to 
vote for, but no more; it shall prevent the voter from vot- 
ing for the same persons more than once for the same 
office; it shall permit the voter to vote for or against 
any question he may have the right to vote upon, but no 
other; if used in primary elections, it shall be so equipped 
that the election officials can lock out all rows except those 
of the voter's party by a single adjustment on the out- 
side of the machine; it shall correctly register or record, 
and accurately count all votes cast for any and all per- 
sons, and for or against any and all questions, it shall be 
provided with a "protective counter" or "protective de- 
vice" whereby any operation of the machine before or 
after the election will be detected ; it shall be provided with 
a counter which shall show at all times during an election 
how many persons have voted; it shall be provided with 
a mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting on 
the machine, suitable for the instruction of voters; it 
may also be provided with one device for each party, for 
voting for all the presidential electors of that party by 
one operation, and a ballot therefor containing only the 
words "Presidential Electors For" preceded by the name 
of that party and followed by the names of the candidates 
thereof for the offices of president and vice-president, 
and a registering device therefor which shall register 
the vote cast for said electors when thus voted collective- 
ly; provided, however, that means shall be furnished 
whereby the voter can cast a vote in part for the candi- 
dates for presidential electors of one party, and in part 
for those of one or more other parties or in part or in 
whole for persons nominated by any party. Every voting 
machine shall be furnished with a lantern, or a proper 
substitute for one, which shall give sufficient light to 
enable voters wh ; le votinir to read the ballots and suit- 
able for use by election officers in examining the count- 
ers. All .vot ng machines used in any election shall be 
provided with a screen, hood or curtain which shall be 
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so made and adjusted as to conceal the voter and his 
action while voting. 

. Sec. 3. ADOPTION OF VOTING MACHINE— The 
Board of County Commissioners of such counties may 
adopt for use at elections any kind of voting machine 
that meets the requirements of this Act, and thereupon 
such voting machine may be used at any and all elections 
held in such counties, or in any part thereof, for voting, 
registering and counting votes cast at such elections. Vot- 
ing machines of different kinds may be adopted for dif- 
ferent districts in the same county. 

Sec. 4. EXPERIMENTAL USE OF VOTING MA- 
CHINE. — The County Commissioners of such counties, 
authorized by the last preceding section to adopt a vot- 
ing machine, may provide for the experimental use, at 
an election in one or more districts of a machine or ma- 
chines which they might thereafter permanently adopt, 
and the use of such machine or machines at such election 
shali be as valid for all purposes as if it, or they, had been 
permanently adopted. 

Sec. 5. PROVIDING MACHINES.— The authorities 
adopting the use of voting machine shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable thereafter provide for each polling place one or 
more voting machines in complete working order, and 
thereafter the authorities in charge of elections shall pre- 
serve and keep them in repair, and shall have custody 
thereof when not in use at any election. If it shall be 
impracticable to supply each and every election district 
with a voting machine or voting machines at any elec- 
tion following such adoption, as many may be supplied 
as it is practicable to procure, and the same may be used 
in such election district or districts within such counties 
as the officers adopting the same may direct. 

Sec. 6. PAYMENT FOR MACHINES.— The Boards of 
County Commissioners of such counties on the adoption 
and rental or purchase of voting machines may provide 
for the payment therefor in such manner as they may 
deem for the best interests of their respective localities. 

Sec. 7. PRINTING OFFICIAL BALLOTS— All bal- 
lots shall be printed en paper of clear white material, or 
such form and size as will fill the ballot frames of the 
machines in plain co'.or type as large as the space will 
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reasonably permit. Party nomination shall be arranged 
on each voting machine, either in columns or horizontal 
rows; the caption of the various ballots on said machines 
shall be so placed on said mactrnes as to indicate to the 
voter tbat push knob, key lever or other device is to be 
used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or can- 
didates of his choice. The order of arrangement of 
parties and of candidates shall be as now required by law. 

Sec. 8. MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOTS AND FUK- 
NISHING OF INSTRUCTION BALLOTS— The officer or 
cfficers whose duty it may be under this Act to provide 
and furnish official baF.ots for any polling place where a 
voting machine is to be used, 3 hall also provide two sam- 
ple ballots or instruction ballots which sample or instruc- 
tion ballots shall be arranged in the form of a diagram 
shewing such portion of the front of the voting machine 
as it will appear after the official ballots are arranged 
thereon or therein for voting on election day. Such sam- 
ple ballots shall be open to the inspection of all voters on 
election day, in all primaries and general elections where 
voting machines are used. 

There shall be furnished to the election official, at each 
polling place, a sufficient number of sample ballots (a 
facsimile of the face of the machines) of a reduced size, 
so that one may be given to each voter desiring the same. 

Sec. 9. NUMBER OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS TO BE 
FURNISHED.— Two sets of official ballots shall be pro- 
vided for each polling place for each election district for 
use in and upon the voting machine, one set thereof shall 
be inserted or placed in or upon the voting machine and 
the other shall be retained in the custody and possession 
of the Board of Elections, unless it shall become neces- 
sary during the course of the election to make use of the 
same upon or in the voting machine. 

Sec. 10. DUTY OF AUTHORITIES OF MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. — It shall be the duty of the authorities in charge 
cf any election where a voting machine is to be used, 
to have the machine and all necessary furniture and ap- 
pliances at the proper polling place or places before the 
time fixed for opening of the polls, and the counters 
set at zero (000), and otherwise In good and proper order 
for use at such election; and for the purpose of placing 
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ballots in the ballot frames of the machine, patting it 
in order, testing, and adjusting and delivering the ma- 
chine, the authorities in charge of' elections may employ 
one or more competent persons to be known as custodian 
or custodians of voting machines; who shall be fully com- 
petent, thoroughly instructed, and sworn to perform their 
duties honestly and faithfully, and for such purpose shall 
be appointed and instructed at least thirty days before 
the election and shall be considered as officers of elec- 
tion. Before preparing a voting machine for any election, 
written notice shall be mailed to the chairman of 
the local organization of at least two of the principal 
parties, stating the time and p'ace where the machines 
will be prepared, at which time one representative 
ef each of such political parties shall be afforded an op- 
portunity to see that the machines are in proper condition 
tor use in the election; such representatives shall be 
sworn to faithfully perform their duties and shall be 
regarded as election officials but shall not interfere with 
the custodians or assume any of their duties. When a ma- 
chine has been so examined by such representatives it 
shall be sea'.eci with a numbered metal seal. Such repre- 
sentatives shall certify to the numbers of the machines, 
that all of the counters are set at zero (000), and as to 
the number registered on the protective counter, if one 
is provided, and on the seal. After the preparation of 
the machines, an officer or officers or someone duly 
authorized, other than the person who has prepared them 
for election, shall inspect each machine, and report in 
writing, concerning the facts as to whether or not all of 
the registering counters are set at zero (000) the machine 
is arranged in all respects in good order for the election 
and locked; and as to the number registered on the pro- 
tective counter; and on the sea". When a voting machine 
has been properly prepared for election, it shall be locked 
against voting and sealed; and the keys thereof shall be 
delivered to the board or officials having charge and con- 
trol of elections, together with a written report made by 
the custodian, stating that it is in every way properly 
prepared for the election. After the voting machines 
shall be transferred to the polling places, it shall be the 
duty of the local authorities to provide ample protection 
against molestation or injury to the machine. The lan- 
tern or electric light fixture shall be prepared in good 
order for use before the opening of the polls. 



Sec. 11. INSTRUCTION OF ELECTION OFFICERS. 
— Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one day3 be- 
fore each election, the custodian or custodians of the ma- 
chine shall instruct the Board of Elections that are to 
serve in an election district in the use of the machine, 
and in their duties in connection therewith; and he shall 
give to each member of the Board of Elections who has 
received such instruction and is fully qualified to proper- 
ly conduct the election with the machine, a certificate to 
that effect. For the purpose of giving such instructions 
the custodian shall call such meeting or meetings of the 
Board of Elections as shall be necessary. Such custodian 
shall within five days, file a report with the board of 
official in charge of elections stating that he has in- 
structed the election officers, giving the names of such 
officers, and the time and place where such instruction 
was given. The Board of Elections of each election dis- 
trict in which a voting machine is to be used shall attend 
such meeting, or meetings, as shall be called for the pur- 
pose of receiving such instruction concerning their duties 
as shall be necessary for the proper conduct of the elec- 
tion with the machine. No member of any Board of Elec- 
tions shall serve in any election at which a voting ma- 
chine is used, unless he shall have received such instruc- 
tion and is fully qualified to perform the duties in con- 
nection with the machine, and has received a certificate 
to that effect from the custodian of the machines; 
provided, however, that this shall not prevent the appoint- 
ment of a person as a member of the Board of Elections 
to fill a vacancy in an emergency. 

Sec. 12. INSTRUCTION OF VOTERS BEFORE 
ELECTION. — Where voting machines are to be used, the 
authorities in charge of elections shall designate suitable 
and adequate times and places where voting machines 
containing sample ballots showing titles of offices to be 
filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of candi- 
dates to be voted for at the next election shall be ex- 
hibited for the purpose of giving instructions as to the 
use of voting machines to all voters who apply for the 
same. No voting machine which is to be assigned for use 
in an election shall be used for such instruction after 
having been prepared and sealed for the elections. During 
public exhibition of any voting machine for the instruc- 
tion of voters previous to an election, the counting 
mechanism thereof shall be concealed from view and the 
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doors may be temporarily opened only when authorized 
by the board or official having charge and control of the 
elections. 

Sec. 13. OFFICIAL BALLOTS FURNISH ED.^Qfficial 
ballots of the form and description set forth in this Act 
for use upon voting machines shall be prepared and 
furnished in the same manner, at the same time, and be 
delivered to the same officials as now provided by law. 

Sec. 14. NUMBER OF VOTERS IN A DISTRICT— 
Election districts in which voting machines are to be used 
may be altered, divided, or combined so as to provide that 
each district in which the machine is to be used shall 
contain as nearly as may be seven hundred and fifty 
voters, and that each district in which two machines are 
to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one thou- 
sand voters, and that each district in which three machines 
are to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one 
thousand five hundred voters, provided that nothing here- 
in shall prevent any election district fro*n containing a 
leas number than above if necessary for the convenience 
of the voters. Whenever more than two machines are to 
be used in a district, one additional member of the Board 
of Elections shall be appointed for each additional ma- 
chine. 

See. 15. If the off cial ballots for an election district 
or precinct, at which a voting machine is to be used, shall 
not be delivered in time for use on election day or after 
delivery shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, the clerk or 
other official, or officials, whose duty it now is in such 
case to provide other b a' lots for use at such elections in 
lieu of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall cause other 
ballots to be prepared, printed or written as nearly as may 
be of the form and description of the official ballots, and 
the Board of Elect on shall cause the ballots so sub- 
stituted to be used at the election in the same manner, as 
nearly as may be, as the official ba'lots would have been. 

Sec. 16 VOTING MACHINE OUT OF ORDER.— In 
case any voting machine used in any election district shall, 
during the time the polls are open, become injured so as 
to render it inoperative in whole or in part, it shall be the 
duty of the election officers immediately to give notice 
thereof to the body providing such machine, and it shall 
be the duty of such body, if possible, to substitute a per- 
fect machine for the injured machine, and &t the close of 
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the polls, the records of both machines shall be taken, and 
the votes shown on their counters shall be added together 
in ascertaining and determining the results of the elec- 
tion; but if no other machine cannot be repaired in time 
for use at such election, unofficial ballots made as nearly 
as possible in the form of the official ballot may be used, 
received by the election officers and placed by them in 
a receptacle in such case to be provided by the election of- 
ficers, and counted with the votes registered on the vot- 
ing machines; and the result shall be declared the same 
as though there had been no accident to the voting ma- 
chine; the ballots thus voted shall be preserved and 
returned as herein directed with* a certificate or state- 
ment setting forth how and why the same were voted. 

Sec. 17. OPENING OF POLLS.— The Board of Elec- 
tion of each District shall attend at the polling place, 
three-quarters of an hour before the time set for open- 
ing of the polls, at each election, and shall proceed to 
arrange within the guard rail the furniture, stationery 
and voting machine for the conduct of the election. The 
Boards of Election shall then and there have the voting 
machine, ballots and stationery required to be delivered 
to them for such election. If not previously done, they 
shall insert in their proper place on the voting machine, 
the ballots containing the names of the offices to be 
filled at such election, and the names of candidates 
nominated therefor. The keys to the voting machine shall 
be delivered to the election officers at least three quar- 
ters of an hour before the time set for opening the polls, 
in a sealed envelope, on which shall be written or printed 
the number and location of the voting machine; the num- 
ber of the seal and the number registered on the protec- 
tive counter or device, as reported by the custodian. The 
envelope containing the keys shall not be opened until 
at least one member of the board from each of two' politi- 
cal parties shall be present at the polling place, and shall 
have exam ned the envelope to see that it has not been 
opened. Before opening the envelope, all election officers 
present shall examine the number on the seal on the ma- 
chine, also the number registered on the protective counter, 
and shall see if they are the same as the number written 
on the envelope; and if they are not the same, the ma- 
chine must not be opened until the custodian or other 
authorized person, shall have been notified and shall have 
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presented himself at the polling place for the purpose of 
re-examining such machine and shall certify that it is 
properly arranged, if the numbers of the seal and pro- 
tective counter are found to agree with the numbers on 
the envelope, the election officers shall proceed to open 
the doors concealing the counters, and each officer shal 1 
carefully examine every counter and see that it register* 
zero (000) , and the same shall be subject to the inspection 
of official watchers. The machine shall remain locked 
against voting .until the polls are formally opened, and 
shall not be operated except by voters in voting. If any 
counter ia found not to register zero (000) , the Board of 
Election shall immediately notify the custodian, who shall, 
if practicable, adjust the counters at zero (000), but if it 
shall be impracticable for the custodian to arrive in time 
to so adjust such counters before the time set for open- 
ing the polls, the election officers shall immediately make 
a written statement of the designating letter and number 
of such counter, together, with the number registered 
thereon, and shall sign and post same upon the wall of 
the polling room, where it shair remain throughout elec- 
tion day, and in filling out the statement of canvass, they 
shall subtract such number from the number then regis- 
tered thereon. 

Sec. 18. IRREGULAR BALLOTS— Ballots voted for 
any person whose name does not appear an the machine 
as a qualified candidate for office, are herein referred to 
as irregufar ballots. In voting for presidential electors, a 
voter may vote an irregular ticket made up of the names 
of persons in nomination by different parties, or partially 
of names of persons so in nomination and partially of 
names of persons not in nomination, or wholly of names 
of persons not in nomination by any party. Such irregular 
ballot shall be deposited, written or affixed in or upon 
the receptacle or device provided on the machine for that 
purpose. An irregular ballot must be cast in its appropriate 
place on the machine, or it shall be void and not counted. 

Sec. 19. LOCATION OF VOTING MACHINES.— At 
all elections where voting machines may be used, the ar- 
rangement of the polling room shall be the same as is now 
provided for by law ; the exterior of the voting machine and 
every part of the polling room shall be in plain view of 
the election officers; the voting machine shall be placed 
at least three feet from every wall or partition of the poll- 
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ing room and at least four feet_ from any table whereat 
any of the election officers may be engaged or seated. The 
voting machine shall be so placed that the ballots on the 
face of the machine can be plainly seen by the election 
officers and the party watchers when not in use by voters. 
The election officers shall not themselves be, or permit 
any other person to be in any position or near any position 
that will permit one to see or ascertain how a voter 
votes, or how he has voted. The election officer attend- 
ing the machine shall inspect the face of the machine after 
each voter has cast his vote, to see that the ballots on the 
face of the machine are in their proper place and that 
the machine has not been injured. During elections the 
door or other covering of the counter compartment of the 
machine shall not be unlocked or opened, or the counters 
exposed except for good and sufficient reasons, a state- 
ment of which shall be made and signed by the election 
officers and shall be sent with the returns. No person shall 
be permitted in or about the polling room except as now 
provided by law in elections where ballots and ballot boxes 
are used. 

Sec. 20. TIME ALLOWED A VOTER.— Where a voter 
presents himself for the purpose of voting, the election of- 
ficers shall ascerta n whether his name is upon the regis- 
ter of voters, and if his name appears thereon and no 
challenge be interposed, or if interposed, be not sustained, 
one of the election officers to be stationed at the entrance 
through the outer guard rail shall announce the name of 
the voter and permit him to pass through the entrance 
opening in the outer guard rafl to the booth of the voting 
machine for the purpose of casting his vote; no voter shall 
remain in the voting machine booth longer than two 
minutes, unless for good and sufficient reason he be 
granted a longer period of time by the election officer 
in charge, and having cast his vote, the voter shall at 
once emerge therefrom and leave the polling room by the 
exit opening in the outer guard rail ; if he shall refuse to 
leave after the lapse of two minutes he shall be removed 
by the election officers; the election officers shall ascer- 
tain the name and address of each voter in the manner 
now provided by law, before he enters the voting ma- 
chine booth for the purpose of voting; no voter after 
having entered and emerged from the voting machine 
booth shall be permitted to re-enter the same on any pre- 
text whatever; only one voter at a time shall be per- 
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mftted to pass the outer guard rail to vote. 

Sec. 21. INSTRUCTION OF VOTERS ON ELECTION 
DAY. — For the instruction, of voters on any election days 
there shall, so as far as practicable, be provided for each 
polling place a mechanically operated model of a portion 
tf the face of the machine, tiuch model, if furnished, shall, 
during the election, be located on the election officer's 
table or in some other place which the voters must pass- 
te reach the machine, and each voter shall, before enter- 
ing the machine, be instructed regarding its operation and 
tuch instruction illustrated oh the model, and the voter 
given opportunity to personally operate the model ; the 
voter's attention shall also be called to the diagram of the 
race of the mach ne so that the voter can bi«come famii 
iar with the location of the questions and the names of the 
offices and candidates. In case any voter, after entering 
the voting machine, shall ask for further instructions con- 
cerning the manner of voting, two election officers of op- 
posite polit'cal parties, if present, and if not, two election 
officers of the same party shall give such instructions to 
him, but no officer or person assisting a voter shall in 
any manner request, suggest or seek to persuade or induce 
any such voter to vote any particular ticket, or for 
any particular candidate, or for or against any particular 
ticket, or for or against any particular candidate, or for 
or against any particular amendment, question or propo- 
sition. After giving such instructions and before sucb 
voter shall have registered his vote, the officers or persons 
assisting him shall retire and such voter shall then regis- 
ter his votejn secret as he may desire. 

See. 22. BLIND OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOT- 
ERS. — The provisions of the election law relating to the 
assistance to be given to blind or physically disabled voters 
shall apply also where voting machines are used, and the 
word *T>ooth", when used in such sections, shall be inter- 
preted to include the voting machine inclosure or curtain- 
Sec. 23. ANNOUNCING THE VOTE AND LOCKING 
THE MACHINE AGAINST VOTING.— Immediately upon 
the close of the polls, the election officers shall lock 
and seal the voting machine against further voting and 
open the counter compartment in the presence of persons 
who may be lawfully present at that time, giving full view 
of the counters. The chairman of the Board* of Elections, 
under the scrutiny of a member of the board of a different 
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political party, if such member desires to be present, 
shall then in the order of the offices as their titles are 
arranged on the machine, read and announce in distinct 
tones the result as shown by the counters, and shall then 
read the votes recorded for each office on the irregular 
ballots; he shall a '.so. in the same manner, read and an- 
nounce the vote on each constitutional amendment, proposi- 
tion or other question. As each vote is read and announced, 
it shall be recorded on two statements of canvass by two 
other members of the Board of Election Inspectors, and 
when completed shall be compared with the numbers on 
the counters of the machine. If found to be correct, the 
result shall, be announced by the chairman of the board, 
and the statements of canvass, after being duly certified 
and sworn to, sha"l be filed* as now provided by law for 
filing election returns. After the reading and announcing 
of the vote, and before the doors of the counter compart- 
ment of the voting machine shall be closed, ample oppor- 
tunity shall be given to any person or persons lawfully 
present to compare the result so announced with the count- 
ers of the machine and any necessary corrections shall 
then and thereby be made by the Board of Election. No 
tally sheets nor return blanks as required by law -for use 
in election districts where paper ballots are used shall be 
furnished or used in election districts where vot ng ma- 
chines are use 3, but in lieu thereof there shall be fur- 
nished two copies of a statement of canvass to conform 
to the requirements of the voting machine or machines 
beng used. 

Sec. 24. LOCKING THE MACHINE AND RETURN- 
ING THE IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— The election officers 
shall, as soon as the count is completed and fully ascer- 
tained, as by this Act required, lock the counter compart- 
ment and it shall so remain for a period of thirty days, 
except it be ordered opened by a court of competent juris- 
diction. Whenever irregu'ar ballots of whatever descrip- 
tion have been voted, the election officers shall return 
all such ballots in a properly secured package endorsed 
"irregular ballots" and return and file such package with 
the original statement of the result of the election made 
by them. Said package shall be preserved for six months 
next succeeding such election, and it shall not be opened 
or its contents examined during that time except by order 
of a judge or a court lawfully empowered to direct the 
same to be opened and examined. At the end of six 



106 

months, said package may be opened and said ballots dis- 
posed of at the discretion of the official or body having 
charge thereof. 

See. 25. DISPOSITION OF KEYS.— The keys of the 
machine shall be inclosed in an envelope to be supplied by 
the custodian on which shall be written the number of the 
machine and the district and ward where it has been used, 
which envelope shall be securely sea'ed and endorsed by 
the election officers, and shall be returned to the officer 
from whom the keys were received. The number on the 
seal and the number registered on the protective counter 
shall be written on the envelope containing the keys. All 
keys for voting machines shall be kept securely locked by 
the officials having them in charge. It shall be unlawful 
for any unauthorized person to have in his possession any 
key or keys of any voting machine and all election officers 
or persons entrusted with such keys for election purposes, 
or in the preparation of the machine therefor, shall not re- 
tain them longer than necessary to use them for such 
legal purpose? All machines shall be boxed and stored as 
soon after the close of the election as possible, and the 
machine and the boxes for the machines shal'. at all times 
be stored in a suitable place. 

Sec. 26. APPLICATION OF PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
AND PENAL LAW.— Any unauthorized person found in 
possession of any such voting machine or keys thereof 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in a 
sum not less than twenty-five nor more than five hun- 
dred dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not 
less than ten nor more than thirty days; and any person 
wilfully tampering or attempting to tamper w.th, 
disarrange, deface or impair in any manner whatsoever, 
or destroy any such voting machine while the same is in 
use at any election, or who shall, after such machine is 
locked in order to preserve the registration or record of 
any election made by the same, tamoer or attempt to 
tamper with any voting machine, shall be deemed guilty 
of a felony, and on conviction thereof shall be imprisoned 
in the State Prison of this State at hard labor for not 
less than three nor more than ten years. 

Sec. 27. APPLICATION.— All laws relating to elec- 
tions now in force in this State shall apply to all elec- 
tions under this Act, so far as the same mav be appli- 
cable thereto; and so far as such provisions are not 
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inconsistent w.th the provisions of the Act pertaining to 
the use of the paper ballots and balk*: boxes. 

Sec. 28. The purpose and object of this bill is to pro- 
vide a proper method of experimenting with and trying 
out what is knawn as the mechanical balloting or voting 
machine, and in every case in which the governing author- 
ities of such counties, as hereinbefore described, shall 
adopt and place in use at any precinct or precincts of such 
counties, the said County Commissioners are hereby spe- 
cifically authorized and empowered to do anything neces- 
sary, whether specifically covered by this Act or not, 
which they shall deem to be requisite to a fair, honest and 
satisfactory trial and use of such machine. 

Sec. 29. Nothing in this Act shall in any way change, 
alter, repeal or modify any provision of the present elec- 
tion laws of the State of Florida, as the same shall now 
apply to and be operative in any election precinct in which 
such balloting machine shall not be used. 

Sec. 30 This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
becoming a law. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13895— (No. 831). 

AN ACT to authorize the County Commissioners of Any 
County in the State of Florida of a Population of Not 
Less Than 9,600 or More than 9,643, According to the 
State Census of 1925, to Adopt for Use or Use Experi- 
mentally, a Voting Machine or Voting Machines for the 
Conduct of Elections in Such Counties, and Setting 
Forth the Requirements of Such Voting Machines, and 
Prescribing the Method of Conducting Elections by and 
with the U»e of Suth Voting Machines and Directing 
How the Official Returns of Elections Conducted with 
the Aid of Such Voting Machines Shall Be Made, and 
Providing a Penalty for Unlawfully Possessing Such 
Voting Machines or the Keys Thereto, and Prescribing 
a Penalty for Wilfully Tampering or Attempting to 
Tamper, Disarrange, Deface, or Impair Such Voting Ma- 
chines, and Also Defining Some of the Terms Used in 
This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
Section 1. DEFINITIONS. — The list of candidates used 
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or to be used on the front of the voting machine fer an 
election district in which a voting machine is used pursu- 
ant to law shall be deemed official ballots under this chap- 
ter. The word "ballot" as used in this article (except when 
reference is made to irregular ballots) means that portion 
of the cardboard or paper or other material within the 
ballot frames containing the name of the candidate and 
the designation of the party by which he was nominated, 
or a statement of a proposed constitutional amendment, 
or other question or proposition with the word "yes" for 
voting for any question or proposition, and the word "no" 
for voting against any question. The term "qestion" shall 
mean any constitutional amendment, proposition or other 
question submitted to the voters at any election. The term 
"official ballot" shall mean the printed strips of cardboard 
containing the names of the candidates nominated and a 
statement of the question submitted. The term "irregular 
ballot" shall mean a vote cast, by or on a special device, 
for a person whose name does not appear on the ballots. 
The term "voting machine custodian" shall mean the per- 
son who shall have charge of preparing and arranging the 
voting machine for elections. The term "protective count- 
er" shall mean a separate counter built into the voting 
machine which cannot be reset, which records the total 
number of movements of the operating .'ever. 

Sec. 2. REQUIREMENTS OF VOTING MACHINES.— 
Any voting machines may be adopted, rented, purchased 
or used which shall be so constructed to fulfill the follow- 
ing requirements: It shall secure to the voter secrecy in 
the act of voting; it shall provide facilities for voting for 
•r against as many questions as may be submitted; it 
shall permit the voter to vote for the candidates of one or 
more parties; it shall permit the voter" to vote for as 
many persons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to 
vote for, but no more ; it shall prevent the voter from vot- 
ing for the same person more than once for the same 
office; it shall permit the voter to vote for or against any 
question he may have the right to vote upon, but no other; 
if used in primary elections, it shall be so equipped that 
the election officials can lock out all rows except those of 
the voter's party by a single adjustment on the outside 
of the machine; it shall correctly register or record, and 
accurately count all votes cast for any and all persons, 
and for or against any and all question, it shall be pro- 
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Tided with a "protective counter" or "protective device** 
whereby any operation of the machine before or after 
the election will be detected; it shall be provided with a 
counter which shall show at all times during an election 
how many persons have voted ; it shall be provided with a 
mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting on 
the machine, suitable for the instruction of voters; it 
may also be provided with one device for each party, for 
voting for al! the presidential electors of that party by one 
operation, and a baDot therefor containing only the words 
"Presidential Electors For" preceded by tha name of that 
party and followed by the names of the candidates there- 
of for the oifices of the president and vice-president, 
and a registering device therefor which shall register 
the vote cast for said electors when thus voted 
collectively, provided, however, that means shall be fur- 
nished whereby the voter can cast a vote in part for the 
candidates for presidential electors of one party, and in 
part for those of one or more other parties or in part 
or in whole for persons not nominated by any party. 
Every voting machine shall be furnished with a lantern, 
or a proper substitute for one, which shall give sufficient 
light to enable voters while voting to read the ballots and 
suitable for use by the election officers in examining the 
counters. All voting machines used in any election shall 
be provided with a screen, hood or curtain which shall be 
so made and adjusted as to conceal the voter and his ac- 
tion while voting. 

Sec. 3. ADOPTION OF VOTING MACHINE.— The 
Board of County Commissioners of such counties may 
adopt for use at elections any kind of voting machine that 
meets the requirements of this Act, and thereupon such 
voting machine may be used at any and all elections held 
in such counties, or in any part thereof, for voting, reg- 
istering and counting votes cast at such elections. Vot- 
ing machines of different kinds may be adopted for differ- 
ent districts in the same county. 

Sec. 4. EXPERIMENTAL USE OF VOTING MA- 
CHINE. — The County Commissioners of such counties, 
authorized by the last preceding section to adopt a vot- 
ing machine, may provide for the experimental use, at 
an election in one or more districts of a machine or ma- 
chines which they might thereafter permanently adopt, 
and the use of such machine or machines at such election 
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shall be as valid for all purposes as if it, on they, had been 
permanently adopted. 

Sec. 5. PROVIDING MACHINES-— The authorities 
adopting the use of voting machines shall, as soon as- 
practicable thereafter provide for each polling place one 
cr more voting machines in complete working order, and 
thereafter the authorities in charge of elections shall pre- 
serve and keep them in repair, and shall have custody 
thereof when not in use at an election. If it shall be im- 
practicable to supply each and every election district with 
a voting machine or voting machines at any election fol- 
lowing such adoption, as many may be supplied as it is 
practicable to procure, and the same may be used in such 
election district or districts within such counties as the 
officers adopting the same may direct. 

Sec 6. PAYMENT FOR MACHINES.— The Boards of 
County Commissioners of such county on the adoption and 
rental or purchase of voting machines may provide for 
the payment therefor in such manner as they may deem 
for the best interest of their respective localities* 

Sec. 7. PRINTING OFFICIAL BALLOTS— AH bal- 
lots shall be printed on paper of clear white material, of 
such form and size and will fill the ballot frames of the 
machines, in plain color type as large as the space will 
reasonably permit. Party nominations shall he arranged 
on each voting machine, either in columns or horizontal 
rows; the caption of the various ballot3 on said 1 machines 
shall be so placed on said machines as to indicate to the 
voter that push knob, key lever or other device is to be 
used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or 
candidates of his choice. The order of arrangement of 
parties and of candidates shall be as now required by law. 

Sec. 8. MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOTS AND FUR- 
NISHING OF INSTRUCTION BALLOTS.— The officer or 
officers whose duty it may be under this Act to provide 
and furnish official ballots for any polling place where 
a voting machine is to be used, shall also provide two 
sample ballots or instruction ballots which sample or in- 
struction ballots shall he arranged in the form ot 
a diagram showing^ such portion of the front of the 
voting machine as It will appear after the otficial 
ballots are arranged thereon or therein for voting on 
election day. Such sample ballots shall be open to the 
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inspection of all voters on election day, in all primaries 
and general elections where voting machines are used. 

There shall be furnished to the election official, at 
each polling place, a sufficient number of sample ballots 
(a, facsimile of the face of the machines) of a reduced 
size, so that one may be given to each voter desiring the 
same. 

Sec. 9. NUMBER OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS TO BE 
FURNISHED.— Two sets of official ballots shall be pro- 
vided each polling place for each election district for use 
in and upon the voting machine, one set thereof shall be 
inserted or placed in or upon the voting machine and the 
other shall be retained in the custody and possession of 
the Board of Elections, unless it shall become necessary 
during the course of the election to make use of the same 
upon or in the voting machine. 

Sec. 10. DUTY OF AUTHORITIES OF MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. — It shall be the duty of the authorities in charge 
of any election where a voting machine is to be used, to 
have the machine and all necessary furniture and appli- 
ances at the proper polling place or places before the 
time fixed for opening of the polls, and the counters set 
at zero (000), and otherwise in good and proper order 
for use at such election; and for the purpose of placing 
ballots in the ballot frames of the machine, putting it 
in order, testing and adjusting and delivering the ma- 
chines, the authorities in charge of elections may employ 
one or more competent persons to be known as custodian 
or custodians of voting machines; who .mall be fully 
competent, thoroughly instructed, and sworn to perform 
their duties honestly and faithfully, and for such pur- 
pose sha'l be appointed and instructed at least thirty days 
before the election and shall be considered as officers of 
election. Before preparing a voting machine for any 
election, written notice shall be mailed to the chairman 
cf the local organization of at least two of the principal 
parties, stating the time and place where the machines 
will be prepared, at which time one representative of 
each of such political parties shall be afforded an oppor- 
tunity to see that the machines are in proper condition 
for use in the election; such representatives ■ shall be 
i worn to faithfully perform their duties and shall be re- 
garded as elect : on officials, but shall not interfere with 
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the custodians or assume any of their duties. When a 
machine has been so examined by such representatives it 
shall be sealed with a numbered metal seal. Such rep- 
resentatives shall certify to the numbers of the machines, 
that all of the counters are set at zero (000), and asto 
the number registered on the protective counter, if one 
is provided, and on the seal. After the preparation of 
the machines, an officer or officers, or someone duly 
authorized, other than the person who has prepared them 
for election, shall inspect each machine, and report in 
writing, concerning the facts as to whether or not all of 
the registering counters are set at zero (000) ; the machine 
is arranged in all respects in good order for the election 
and locked, and as to the number registered on the protec- 
tive counter, and on the seal. When a voting machine 
has been properely prepared for election, it shall be 
locked against voting and sealed; and the keys thereof 
shall be delivered to the board -of officials having charge 
and control of elections, together with a written report 
made by the custodian, stating that it is in every way 
properly prepared for the election. After the voting ma- 
chines shall be transferred to the polling places, it shall 
be the duty of the local authorities to provide ample pro- 
tection against molestation or injury to the machine. The 
lantern or electric light fixture shall be prepared in good 
order for use before the opening of the polls. 

Sec. 11. INSTRUCTION TO ELECTION OFFICERS. 
— Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days be- 
fore each election the custodian or custodians of the ma- 
chine shall instruct the board of elections that are to 
serve in an ejection district in the use of the machine, 
and in their duties in connect on therewith, and he shall 
give to each member of the Board of Elections who has 
received such instruction and is fully qualified to proper- 
ly conduct the election with the machine, a certificate 
to that effect. For the purpose of giving such instruc- 
tions the custodian shall call such meeting or meetings 
of the Board of Elections as shall be necessary. Such 
custodian shall, within five days, file a report with the 
board or official in charge of elections, stating that he 
has instructed the election officers, giving the names of 
such officers, and the time anri place where such instruc- 
tion was given. The Board of Elections of each election 
district in which a voting mach'ne is to be used shall 
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attend such meeting or meetings, as shall be called for 
tne purpose 01 receiving such instruction concerning 
their duties as shall be necessary for the proper conduct 
of the election with the machine. No member of any 
Board of Elections shall serve in any election at which a 
voting machine is used, unless he shall have received 
such instruction and and is fully qualified to perform 
the duties in connection with the machine, and has re- 
ceived a certificate to that effect from the custodian of 
the machines; provided, however, that this shah not 
prevent the appointment of a person as a member of the 
Board of Elections to fill a vacancy in an emergency. 

Sec. 12. INSTRUCTION TO VOTERS BEFORE 
ELECTION. — Where voting machines are to be used, the 
authorities in charge of elections shall designate suitable 
and adequate times and places where voting machines con- 
taining sample ballots showing titles of offices to 
be filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of candi- 
dates to be voted for at the next election shall be ex- 
hibited for the purpose of giving instructions as to the 
use of voting machines to all voters who apply for the 
same. No voting machine which is to be assigned for 
use in an election shall be used for such instruction after 
having been prepared and sealed for the elections. Dur- 
ing public exhibition of any voting machine for the in- 
struction of voters previous to an election, the counting 
mechanism thereof shall be concealed from view and the 
doors may be temporarily opened only when authorized 
by the board or official having charge and control of the 
elections. 

Sec. 13. OFFICIAL BALLOTS FURNISHED.— Of- 
ficial ballots of the form and description set forth in this 
Act for use upon voting machines shall be prepared and 
furnished in the same manner, at the same time, and be 
delivered to the same officfals as now provided by law. 

Sec. 14. NUMBER OF VOTERS IN A DISTRICT.— 
Election districts in which voting machines are to be 
used may be altered, divided, or combined so as to pro- 
vide that each district in which the machine is to be used 
shall contain as nearly as may be, seven hundred and 
fifty voters, and that each district in which two ma- 
chines are to be used shall contain, as nearly as may be, 
one thousand voters, and that each district in which 
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three machines are to be used shall contain, as nearly as 
may be, one thousand five hundred voters, provided that 
nothing; herein shall prevent any election district from 
containing a less number than above if necessary for the 
convenience of the voters. Whenever more than two ma- 
chines are to be used in a district, one additional mem- 
ber of the Board of Elections shall be appointed^ for 
each additional machine. 

Sec. 15. If the^official ballots for an election district 
or precinct, at which a voting machine is to be used, 
shall not be delivered in time for use on election day, or 
after delivery shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, the 
clerk or other official or officials, whose duty it now is 
in such case to provide other ballots, for use at such 
elections in lieu of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall 
cause other ballots to be prepared, printed or written 
as nearly as may be of the form and description of the 
official ballots, and the Board of Election shall cause the 
ballots so substituted to be used at the election in the 
same manner, as nearly as may be, as the official ballots 
would have been. 

Sec. 16. VOTING MACHINE OUT OF ORDER.— In 
case any voting machine used in any election district 
shall, during the time the polls are open, become injured 
so as to render it inoperative, in whole or in part, it 
shall be the duty of the election officers immediately to 
give notice thereof to the body providing such machine, 
and it shall be the duty of such body, if possible, to sub- 
stitute a perfect machine for the injured machine, and 
at the close of the polls, the records of both machines 
shall be taken, and the votes shown on their counters 
shall be added together in ascertaining and determining 
the results of the election ; but if no other machine can- 
not be repaired in time for use at such election, unoff : cial 
ballots made as nearly as possible in the form of the offi- 
cial ballots may be used, received by the election officers 
and placed Jiy them in a receptacle in such case to he pro- 
vided by the election officers, and counted with the 
votes registered on the voting machines; and the result 
shall be declared the same as though there had been no 
accident to the voting machine; the ballots thus vot°d 
shall be preserved and returned as herein directed with 
a certificate or statement setting forth how and why the 
same were voted. 
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Sec. 17. OPENING OF POLLS.— The Boards of 
Election of each district shall attend at the polling place, 
three-quarters of an hour before the time set for 
opening of the polls, at each election, and shall proceed 
to arrange within the guard rail the furniture, stationery 
and voting machine for the conduct of the election. The 
Boards of Election shall then and there have the voting 
machine, ballots and stationery required to be delivered 
to them for such election. If not previously done, they 
shall insert in their proper place on the voting machine 
the ballots containing the names of the offices to be 
filled at such election, and the names of candidates 
nominated therefor. The keys to the voting machine 
shall be delivered to the election officers at least three- 
quarters of an hour before the time set for opening the 
polls, in a sealed envelope on which shall be written or 
printed the number and location of the voting machine; 
the number of the seal and the number registered on the 
protective counter or device, as reported by the 
custodian. The envelope containing the keys shall not be 
opened until at least one member of the board from each 
of two political parties shall be present at the polling 
place, and shall have examined the envelope to see that 
it has not been opened. Before opening the envelope, all 
election officers present shall examine the number on 
the seal of the machine, also the number registered on 
the protective counter, and shall see if they are the same 
as the number written on the envelope; and if they are not 
the same, the machine must not be opened until the cus- 
todian or other authorized person shall have been noti- 
fied and shall have presented himself at the polling place 
for the purpose of re-examining such machine and shall 
certify that it is nroperly arranged. If the numbers of 
the seal and protective counter arp found to agree with 
the numbers on the envelope, the election officer shall 
proceed to open the doors concealing the counters, and 
each officer shall carefully examine every counter and 
see that it registers zero (000), and the same shall be 
subject to the inspection of official watchers. The ma- 
chine shall remain locked against voting until the polls 
are formally opened, and shall not be operated except by 
voters in vot'ng. If any counter is found not to register 
zero (000) the Board of Election shall immediately 
notify the custodian, who shall, if practicable, adjust 
the counters at zero (000) but if it shall be imprac 
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ticable for the custodian to arrive in time to so adjust 
such counters before the time set for opening the polls, 
the election officers shall immediately make a written 
statement of the designating letter and number of such 
counter, together with the number registered thereon, 
and shall sign and post same upon the wall of the polling 
room, where it shall remain throughout election day, and 
in filling out the statement of canvass, they shall sub- 
tract such number from the number then registered 
thereon. 

Sec. 18. IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— Ballots voted for 
any person whose name does not appear on the machine 
as a qualified candidate for office, are herein referred to 
as irregular ballots. In voting for presidential electors, a 
voter may vote an irregular ticket made up of the names 
of persons in nomination by different parties, or partially 
of names of persons so in nomination and partially of 
names of persons not in nomination, or wholly of names 
of persons not in nomination by any party. Such irregu- 
lar ballot shall be deposited, written or affixed in or 
upon the receptacle or device provided on the machine l-i* 
that purpose. An irregular ballot must be cast in its ap- 
propriate place on the machine, or it shall be void and not 
counted. 

Sec. 19. LOCATION OF VOTING MACHINES.— At 
all elections where voting machines may be used, the 
arrangement of the polling room shall be the same as is 
now provided for by law; the exterior of the voting ma- 
chine and every part of the polling room shall be in 
plain view of the election officers; the voting ma- 
chine shall be placed at least three feet from every wall 
or partition of the polling room and at least four feet 
from any table whereat any of the election officers may 
be engaged or seated. The voting machine shall be so 
placed that the ballots on the face of the machine can 
be plainly seen by the election officers and the party 
watchers when not in use by voters. The election otticers 
shall not themselves be, or permit any other person to 
be in any position or near any position that will permit 
one to see or ascertain how a voter votes, or how he has 
voted. The election officer attending the machine shall 
inspect the face of the machine after each voter has cast 
his vote, to see that the ballots on the face of the ma- 
chine are in their proper place and that the machine 
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has not been injured. During elections the door or other 
covering of the counter compartment of the machine 
shall not be unlocked or open, or the counters exposed 
except for good and sufficient reasons, a statement of 
which shall be made and signed by the election officers 
and shall be sent with the returns. No person shall be 
permitted^ in or about the polling room except as now 
provided by law in elections where ballots and ballot 
boxes ar.e used. 

Sec. 20. TIME ALLOWED A VOTER.— Where a 
voter presents himself for the purpose of voting, the elec- 
tion officers shall ascertain whether his name is upon the 
register of voters, and if his name appears thereon and 
no challenge be interposed, or if interposed be not sus- 
tained, one of the election officers to be stationed at the 
entrance through the outer guard rail shall announce 
the name of the voter and permit him to pass through 
the entrance opening in the outer guard rail to the booth 
of the voting machine for the purpose of casting his 
vote; no voter shall remain in the voting machine booth 
longer than two m.nutes, unless for good and sufficient 
reason he be granted a longer period of time by the 
election officer in charge, and having cast his vote the 
voter shall at once emerge therefrom and leave the pok- 
ing room by the exit opening in the outer guard rail; if 
he shall refuse to leave after the lapse of two minute., 
he shall be removed by the election officers; the election 
officers shall ascertain the name and address of each 
voter in the manner now provided by law, before he 
enters the voting machine booth for the purpose of vot- 
ing; no voter after having entered and emerged from 
the voting machine booth shall be permitted to re-enter 
the same on any pretext whatever; only one voter at e 
time shall be permitted to pass the outer guard rail tt 
vote. 

Sec. 21. INSTRUCTION TO VOTERS ON ELECTIO? ' 
DAY. — For the instruction of voters on any electicr; 
days there shall, so far as practicable, -be provided ft; 
each poll ng place a mechanically operated model of ; 
portion of the face of the machine. Such model, if fur 
nished, shall, during the election, be located on the electi ■ 
officer's table or in some other place which the voters mu- 
pass to reach the machine, and each voter shall, befo v 
entering the machine, be instructed regarding its oper •■ 
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tion and such instruction illustrated on the model, and 
the voter given opportunity to personally operate the 
model, the voter's attention shall also be called to the dia- 
gram of the face of the machine so that the voter can 
become familiar with the location of the questions and 
the names of the officers and candidates. In case any voter, 
after entering the voting machine, shall ask for further 
instructions concerning the manner of voting, two elec- 
tion officers of opposite political parties, if present, and 
if not, two elections officers of the same party shall 
give such instructions to him, but no officer or person 
assisting a voter shall in any manner request, suggest or 
seek to persuade or induce any such voter to vote any 
particular ticket, or for any particular candidate, or for 
or against any particular ticket, or for or against any 
particular candidate, or for or against any particular 
amendment, question or proposition. After giving such 
instructions and before such voter shall have registered 
his vote, the officers or persons assisting him shall re- 
tire and such voter shall then register his vote in secret 
as he may desire. 

Sec. 22. BLIND OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOT- 
ERS. — The provisions of the election law relating to the 
assistance to be given to blind or physically disabled voters 
shall apply also where voting machines are used, and the 
word "booth," when used in such sections, shall be inter- 
preted to include the voting machine inclosure or curtain. 

Sec. 23. ANNOUNCING THE VOTE AND LOCKING 
THE MACHINE AGAINST VOTING.— Immediately upon 
the close of the polls, the election officers shall lock and 
seal the voting machine against further voting and open 
the counter compartment in the presence of persons who 
may be lawfully present at that time, giving full view of 
the counters. The chairman of the Board of Elections, 
under the scrutiny of a member of the board of a dif- 
ferent po'itical party, if such member desires to be 
present shall then in the order of the offices as their 
titles are arranged on the machine, read and announce 
in distinct tones the result as shown by the counters, and 
shall then read the votes recorded for each office on the 
irregular ballots; he shall also, in the same manner, read 
and announce the vote on each constitutional amendment, 
proposition or other question. As each vote is read and 
announced, it shall be recorded on two statements of 
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canvass by two other members of the Board of Election 
inspectors, and when completed shall be compared with 
the numbers on the counters of the machine. If found to 
be correct, the result shall be announced by the chair- 
man of the board and the statements of canvass, after 
being duly certified and sworn to, shall be filed as now 
provided by law for filing election returns. After the 
reading and announcing of the vote, and before the 
doors of the counter compartment of the voting ma- 
chine shall be closed, ample opportunity shall be given to 
any person or persons lawfully present to compare the 
result so announced with the counters of the machine 
and any necessary corrections shall then and thereby be 
made by the Board of Election. No tally sheets nor re- 
turn blanks as required by law for use in election dis- 
tricts where paper ballots are used shall be furnished 
or used in election districts where vot ng machines are 
used, but in lieu thereof there shall be furnished two 
copies of a statement of canvass to conform to the re- 
quirements of the voting machine or machine being used. 

Sec. 24. LOCKING THE MACHINE AND RETUBN- 
ING THE IRREGULAR BALLOTS— The election offi- 
cers shall, as soon as the count is completed and fully 
ascertained, as by this Act required, lock the counter 
compartment and it shall so remain for a period of thirty 
days, except it be ordered opened by a court of competent 
jurisdiction. Whenever irregular ballots of whatever de- 
scription have been voted* the election officers shall re- 
turn all such ballets in a, properly secured package en- 
dorsed "irregular ba'Iots" and return and file such pack- 
age with the original statement of the result ot 
the election made by them. Said package shall 
be preserved for six months next succeeding such elec- 
tion, and it shall not be opened or its contents examined 
during that time except by order of a judge or a court 
lawfully empowered to direct the same to be opened and 
examined. At the end of said six months, said package 
may be opened and said ballots disposed of at the dis- 
cretion of the official or body having charge thereof. 

Sec. 25. DISPOSITION OF KEYS.— The keys of the 
machine shall be inclosed in an envelope to be supplied by 
the custodian on which shall be written the number of 
the machine and the district and ward where it has been 
used, which envelope shall be securely sealed and en- 
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dorsed by the election officers, and shall be returned to 
the officer from whom the keys were received. The 
number on the seal and the number registered on the 
protective counter shall be written on the envelope con- 
taining the keys. All keys for voting machines shall be 
kept securely locked by the officials having them in 
charge. It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person 
to have in his possession any key or keys of any voting 
machine and all election officers or persons intrusted 
with such keys for election purposes, or in the prepara- 
tion of the machine therefor, shall not retain them 
longer than necessary to use them for such legal pur- 
pose. All machines shall be boxed and stored as soon af > 
er the c'ose of the election as possible, and the machine 
and the boxes "for the machines shall at all times be stored 
in a suitable place. 

Sec. 26. APPLICATION OF PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
AND PENAL LAW. — Any unauthorized person found in 
possession of any such voting machine or keys thereof 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in a 
sum not less than twenty-five nor more than five hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not less 
than ten nor more than thirty days; and any person wil- 
fully tampering or attempting to tamper with, dis- 
arrange, deface or impair in any manner v/batsoever, or 
destroy any such voting machine while the same is in 
use at any election, or who shall after such machine is 
locked in order to preserve the registration or record of 
any election made by the same, tamper or attempt to 
tamper with any voting machine, shall be deemed guilty 
of a felony, and on conviction thereof shall be imprisoned 
in the State Prison of this State at hard labor for not 
less than three nor more than ten years. 

Sec. 27. APPLICATION.— All laws relating to elec- 
tions now in force in this State shall apply to all elec- 
tions under the Act so far as the same may be applicable 
thereto: and so far as such provisions are not inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of the Act pertaining to the use 
of the paper ballots and bal'ot boxes. 

Sec. 28. The purpose and object of this b ; ll is to pro- 
vide a proper method of experimenting w'th and trying 
out what is known as the mechanical balloting or voting 
machine, and in every case in which the governing au- 
thorities of such counties, as is hereinbefore described, 
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shall adopt and place in use at any precinct or precincts 
of such counties, the said County Commissioners are 
hereby specifically authorized and empowered to do any- 
thing necessary, whether specifically covered by this Act 
or not, which they shall deem to be requisite to a fair, 
honest and satisfactory trial and use of such machine. 

Sec. 29. Nothing in thi3 Act shall in any way change, 
alter, repeal or modify any provision of the present elec- 
tion laws of the State of Florida, as th- same shall now 
apply to and be operative in any election precinct in 
which such balloting machine shall not be used. 

Sec. 30. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
becoming a law. 

Approved June 7, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13896— (No. 332). 

AN ACT to authorize the County Commissioners of Any 
County Having a Population of Not Less Than 63,900 
or More Than 63,925, According to the State Census 
of 1925, or the Governing Body of Any Municipality, 
Within the State of Florida, to Adopt for Use or Use 
Experimentally a Voting Machine or Voting Machines 
for the Conduct of Elections in Such Counties or Munic- 
ipalities, and Setting Forth the Requirements of Such 
Voting Machines and Prescribing the Method of Con- 
ducting Elections by and With the Aid of Such Vot- 
ing Machines, and Directing How the Official Returns 
of Elections Conducted Shall Be Made, and Providing 
a Penalty for Unlawfully Possessing Such Voting Ma- 
chines or the Keys Thereto, and Prescribing a Penalty, 
for Wilfully Tampering or Attempting to Tamper, 
Disarrange, Deface, or Impair Such Voting Machines, 
and Also Defining Some of the Terms Used in This 
Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS.— The list of candidates used 
or to be used on the front of the voting machine for an 
election district in which a voting machine is used pur- 
suant to law shall be deemed official ballots under this 
chapter. The word "Ballot" as used in this Article 
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(except when reference is made to irregular ballots) means 
that portion of the cardboard or paper or other material 
within the ballot frames containing the name of the can- 
didate and the designation of the party by which he was 
nominated, or a statement of a proposed constitutional 
amendment, or other question or proposition with the 
word "yes" for voting for any question or proposition, 
and the word "no" for voting against any question. The 
term "question" shall mean any constitutional amend- 
ment, proposition or other question submitted to the 
voters at any election. The term "officii! ballot" shall 
mean the printed strips of cardboard containing the 
names of the candidates nominated and a statement of 
the questions submitted. The term "irregular ballot" 
shall mean a vote cast, by or on a special device, for a 
person whose name does not appear Oi, the ballot. The 
term "voting machine custodian" shall mean the person 
who shall have charge, of preparing and arranging the 
voting machine for elections. The term "protective 
counter" shall mean a separate counter built into the 
voting machine which cannot be reset, which records the 
total number of movements of the operating lever. 

Sec. 2. REQUIREMENTS OF VOTING MACHINES. 
■ — Any voting machines may be adopted, rented, pur- 
chased or used which shal be so constructed as to fulfill 
the following requirements: It shall secure to the voter 
secrecy in the act of voting; it shall provide facul- 
ties for voting for or against as many quest' ons as may 
be submitted; it shall permit the voter to vote for the 
candidates of one or more parties; it shall permit the 
voter to vote for as many persons for an off : ce as he is 
lawfully entitled to voted for, but no more; it shall prevent 
the voter from voting for the same persons more than 
once for the same offxe; it shal permit the voter to vote 
for or against any question he may have the right to vote 
upon, but no other; if used in primary elections, it shall 
be so equipped that the election officials can lock out all 
rows except those of the voter's party by a single adjust- 
ment on the outside of the machine; it shall correctly 
register or record, and accurately ccunt all votes cast for 
any and all persons, and for or against any and all ques- 
tions, it shall be provided with a "Protective Counter" or 
"Protective Device" whereby any operation of the ma- 
chine before or after the election will be detected; it shall 
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be provided with a counter which shall show at all titties 
during an election how many persons have voted; it shall 
be provided with a mechanical model, illustrating the 
manner of voting on the machine, suitable for the instruc- 
tion of voters; it may also be provided with one device 
for each party, for voting for all the presidential electors 
of that party by one operation, and a ballot therefor con- 
taining only the words "Presidential Electors For" pre- 
ceded by the name of that party and followed by the 
names of the candidates thereof for the offices of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President, and a registering device therefor 
which shall register the vote cast for said electors when 
thus voted collectively; provided, however, that meam 
shall be furnished whereby the voter can cast a vote in 
part for the candidates for presidential electors of one 
party, and in part for those of one or more other parties 
or in part or in whole for persons not nominated by any 
party. Every voting machine shall be furnished with a 
lantern, or a proper substitute for one, which shall give 
sufficient light to enable voters while voting to read the 
ballots and suitable for use by the election officers in ex- 
amining the counters. All voting machines used in any 
election shall be provided with a screen, hood or cur- 
tain which shall be so made and adjusted as to conceal 
the voter and his action while voting. 

Sec. 3. ADOPTION OF VOTING MACHINE. The 
Board of County Commissioners of any County having a 
population of not less than 63,900 or more than 63,925, 
according to the State census of 1925, or the governing 
body of any municipality, may adopt for use at elections 
any kind of voting machine that meets the requirements 
of this Act, and thereupon such voting machine may be 
used at any or all elections held in such county or munic- 
ipality, or in any part thereof, for voting, registering 
and counting votes cast at such elections. Voting ma- 
chines of different kinds may be adopted for different 
districts in the same county or municipality. 

Sec. 4. EXPERIMENTAL USE OF VOTING MA- 
CHINE. — The County Commissioners of any County hav- 
ing a population of not less than 63,900 or more than 
63,925, according to the State Census of 1925, or the 
governing body of asy municipality, authorized by the 
last preceding section to adopt a voting machine, may 
provide for the experimental use, at an election in one or 
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more districts of a machine or machines which they might 
thereafter permanently adopt, and the use of such ma- 
chine or machines at such election shall be as valid for all 
purposes as if it, or they, had been permanently adopted- 
Sec. 5. PROVIDING MACHINES.— The authorities 
adopting the use of voting machines shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable thereafter, provide for each polling place one or 
more voting machines in complete' working order, and 
thereafter the authorities in charge of elections shall pre- 
serve and keep them in repair, and shall have custody 
thereof when not in use at an election. If it shall be im- 
practicable to supply each and every election district with 
a voting machine or voting machines at any election fol- 
lowing such adoption, as many may be supplied as it is 
practicable to procure, and the same may be used in such 
election district or districts within such county or munic- 
ipality as the officers adopting the same may direct. 

Sec. 6 PAYMENT FOR MACHINES.— The Boards of 
County Commissioners or the municipal authorities on 
the adoption and rental or purchase of voting machin.s 
may provide for the payment therefor in such manner as 
they may deem for the best interest of their respective 
localities. 

Sec. 7. PRINTING OFFICIAL BALLOTS— All ba'lots 
shall be printed on paper or clear white material, of such 
form and size as will fill the ballot frames of the ma- 
chines, in plain color type as large as the space will rea- 
sonably permit. Party nominations shall be arranged on 
each voting machine, either in columns or horizontal rows; 
the caption of the various ballots on said machines shall 
be so placed on said machines as to indicate to the voter 
what push knob, key lever or other device is to be used 
Or operated in order to vote for the candidate or candi- 
dates of his choice. The order of the arrangement of par- 
ties and of candidates shall be as now required by law. 

Secrg. MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOTS AND 
FURNISHING OF INSTRUCTION BALLOTS.— The offi- 
cer or officers whose duty it may be under this Act to 
provide and furnish official ballots for any polling place 
where a voting machine* is to be used, shall also provide 
two sample ballots or instruction ballots, which sample or 
instruction ballots shall be arranged in the form of a dia- 
gram showing such portion of the front of the voting ma- 
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chine as it will appear after the official ballots are ar- 
ranged thereon or therein for voting on election day. Such 
sample ballots shall be open to the inspection of all voters 
on election day, in all primaries and general elections 
where voting machines are used. 

There shall be furnished to the election official, at each 
polling place, a sufficient number of sample ballots (a fac 
simile of the face of the machine) of a reduced size, so 
that one may be given to each voter desiring the same. 

Sec. 9. NUMBER OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS TO BE 
FURNISHED.— Two sets of official ballots shall be pro- 
vided for each polling place for each election district for 
use in and upon the voting machine, one set thereof shall 
be inserted or placed in or upon the voting machine and 
the other shall be retained in the custody and possession 
of the Board of Elections, unless it shall become necessary 
during the course of the election to make use of the same 
upon or in the voting machine. 

Sec. 10. DUTY OF AUTHORITIES OF MUNICIPALI- 
TIES.— It shall be the duty of the authorities in charge of 
any election where a voting machine is to be used, to have 
the mach.ne and all necessary furniture and appliances at 
the proper polling place or places before the time fixed 
for opening of the polls, and the counters set at zero 
(000), and otherwise in good and proper order for use at 
such election; and for the purpose of placing ballots in 
the ballot frames of the machine, putting it in order, test- 
ing, and adjusting and delivering the machine, the author- 
ities in charge of elections may employ one or more com- 
petent persons to be known as custodian or custodians of 
voting machines; who shall be fully campetent, thorough- 
ly instructed, and sworn to perform their duties honestly 
and faithfully, and for such purpose shall be appointed 
and instructed at least thirty days before the election and 
shall be considered as officers of elections. Before prepar- 
ing a voting machine for any election, written notice shall 
be mailed to the chairman of the local organization of at 
least two of the principal parties, stating the time and 
place where the machine will be prepared, at which time 
one representative of each of such political parties »hall 
be afforded an opportunity to see that the machines are in 
proper condition for use in the election; such representa- 
tive shall be sworn to faithfully perform their duties and 
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shall be regarded as election officials but shall not inter- 
fere with the custodians or assume any of their duties. 
When a machine has been so examined by such represen- 
tatives it shall be sealed with a numbered metal sea). Such 
representatives shall certify to the numbers of the ma- 
chines, that all of the counters are set at zero (000), and 
as to the number registered on the protective counter, if 
one is provided, and on the seal. After the preparation of 
the machines, an officer or officers or someone duly au- 
thorized,, other than the person who has prepared them 
for election, shall inspect each machine, and report in 
writing, concerning the facts as to whether or not all of 
the registering counters are set at zero (000), the ma- 
chine is arranged in all respects in good order for the 
election and locked; and as to the number registered on 
the protective counter; and on the seal. When a voting 
machine has been properly prepared for election, it shall 
be locked against voting and sealed; and the keys thereof 
shall be delivered to the board or officials having charge 
and control of elections, together with a written report 
made by the custodian, stating that it is in every way 
properly prepared for the election. After the voting ma- 
chines shall be transferred to the po'.ling places, it shall be 
the duty of the local authorities to provido ample protec- 
tion against molestation or injury to the machine. The 
lantern or electric light fixture shall be prepared in good 
order for use before the opening of the polls. 

Sec. 11. INSTRUCTION OF ELECTION OFFICERS. 
— Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days be- 
fore each elect on, the custodian or custodians of the ma- 
chine shall instruct the Board of Elections that are to 
serve in an election district in the use of the machine, and 
in their duties in connection therewith; and he shall give 
to each member of the Board of Elections who has re- 
ceived such instruction and is fully qualified to properly 
conduct the election with the machine, a certificate to that 
effect. For the purpose of giving such instructions the 
custodian shall call such meeting or meetings of the 
Board of Elections as shall be necessary. Such custodian 
shall within five days, fie a report with the board or of- 
ficial in charge of elections stating that he has instructed 
the election officers, giv.ng the names of such officers, 
and the time and place where such instruction was given. 
The Board of Elections of each election district in which a 
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voting machine is to be used shall attend such meeting, or 
meetings, as shall be called for the purpose of re- 
ceiving auch instructing concerning their duties as 
shall be necessary for the proper conduct of the elec- 
tion with the machine. No member of any Board of Elec- 
tions shall serve in any election at which a voting ma- 
chine is used, unless he shall have received such instruc- 
tion and is fully qualified to perform the duties in con- 
nection with the machine, and has received a certificate to 
that effect from the custodian of the machines; provided, 
however, that this shall not prevent the appointment of a 
person as a member of the Board of Elections to fill a 
vacancy in an emergency. 

Sec. 12. INSTRUCTION OF VOTERS BE FORK 
ELECTION. — Where voting machines are to be used, the 
authorities in charge of elections shall designate suitable 
and adequate times and places where voting machines 
containing sample ballots showing titles of offices to be 
filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of candidates 
to be voted for at the next election shall be exhibited for 
the purpose of giving instructions as to the use of voting 
machines to all voters who apply for the same. No voting 
machine which is to be assigned for use in an election 
shall be used for such instruction after having been pre- 
pared and sealed for the election. During public exhibition 
of any voting machme for the instruction of voters pre- 
vious to an election, the counting mechanism thereof shall 
be concealed from view and the doors may be temporarily 
opened only when authorized by the board or official 
having charge and control of the elections. 

Sec. 13. OFFICIAL BALLOTS FURNISHED.— Offi- 
cial ballots of the form and description set forth in this 
Act for use upon voting machines shall be prepared and 
furnished in the same manner, at the same time, and be 
delivered to the same officials as now provided by law. 

Sec. 14. NUMBER OF VOTERS IN A DISTRICT.— 
Election districts in which voting machines are to be used 
may be altered, divided, or combined so as to provide that 
each district in which the machine is to be used shall 
contain as nearly as may be seven hundred and fifty vot- 
ers, and that each district in which two machines are to 
be used shall contain as nearly as may be one thousand 
voters, and that each district in which three machines 
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are to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one thou- 
sand five hundred voters, provided that nothing herein- 
shall prevent any election district from containing a less- 
number than above if necessary for the convenience of 
the voters. Whenever more than two machines are to be 
used in a district, one additional member of the Board of 
Elections shall be appointed for each additional machine. 

Sec. 15. If the official ballots for an election district 
or precinct, at which a voting machine is to be used, shall 
not be delivered in time for use on election day or after 
delivery shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, the clerk or 
other official, or officials, whose duty it now is in such 
case to provide other ballots for use at such elections in 
lieu of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall cause other 
ballots to be prepared, printed or written as nearly as may 
be of the form and description of the official ballots, and 
the Board of Election shaK cause the ballots so substi- 
tuted to be used at the election in the same manner, as- 
Hearty as may be, as the official ballots would have been. 

Sec. 16. VOTING MACHINE OUT OF ORDER.— In 
case any voting machine used in any election district 
shall, during the time the polls are open, become injured 
so as to render it inoperative in whole or in part, it shall 
be the duty of the election officers immediately to give 
notice thereof to the body providing such machine, and it 
shall be the duty of such body, if possible to substitute 
a perfect machine for the injured machine, and at the 
close of the polls, the records of both machines shall be 
taken, and the votes shown on their counters shall be 
added together in ascertaining and determining the re- 
sults of the election; but if no other machine can be pre- 
pared for use at such election, and the one injured cannot 
be repaired in time for use at such election, unofficial 
ballots made as nearly possible in the form of the official 
ballot may be used, received by the election officers and 
placed by them in a receptacle in such case to be provided 
by the election offieers, and counted with the votes regis- 
tered on the voting machines ; and the result shall be de- 
clared the same as though there had been no accident to 
the voting machine; the ballots thus voted shall be pre- 
served and returned as herein directed with a certificate 
or statement setting forth how and why the same were 
voted. 
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Sec. 17. OPENING OF POLLS.— The Boards of Elec- 
tion of each district shall attend at the polling place three- 
quarters of an hour before the time set for opening of the 
polls, at each election, and shall proceed to arrange within 
the guard rail Ihe furniture, stationery and voting ma- 
chine for the conduct of the election. The Boards of Elec- 
tion shall then and there have the voting machine, ballots, 
and stationery required to be delivered to them for such 
election. If not previously done, they shall insert in their 
oroper place on the voting machine, the ballots containing 
the names of offices to be filled at such election, and the 
names of candidates nominated therefor. The keys to the 
voting machine shall be delivered to the election officers 
at least three-quarters of an hour before the time set for 
opening the polls, in a sealed envelope, on which shall be 
written or printed the number and location of the voting 
machine; the number of the seal and the number regis- 
tered on the protective counter or device, as reported by 
the custodian. The envelope containing the keys shall not 
be opened until at least one member of the board from 
each of two political parties shall be present at the polling 
place, and shall have examined the envelope to see that it 
has not been opened. Before opening the envelope, all elec- 
tion officers present shall examine the number on the 
seal on the machine, also the number registered on the 
protective counter, and shall see if they are the same as 
the number written on the envelope; and if they are not 
the same, the machine must not be opened until the cus- 
todian or other authorized person, shall have been notified 
and shall have presented himself at the polling place for 
the purpose of re-examining such machine, certify that it 
is properly arranged. If the numbers on the seal and pro- 
tective counter are found to agree with the numbers on 
the envelope, the election officers shall proceed to open 
Lhe doors concealing the counters, and each officer shall 
carefully examine every counter and see that it registers 
zero (000), and the same shall be subject to the inspec- 
tion of official watchers. The machine shall remain locked 
against voting until the polls are formally opened, and 
shall not be operated except by voters in voting. If any 
counter is found not to register zero (000) the Board of 
Election shall immediately notify the custodian, who shall, 
if practicable, adjust the counters at zero (000) but if it 
shall be impracticable for the custodian to arrive in time 
to so adjust such counters before the time set for opening 
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the polls, the election officers shall 1 immediately make * 
written statement of the designating letter and number 
of such counter, together with the number registered 
thereon, and shall sign and post same upon the wall of the 
polling room, where it shall remain throughout election 
day and in filling out the statement of canvass, they sha 1 
subtract such number from the number then registered 
thereon. 

Sec, 18. IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— Ballots voted for 
any person whose name does not appear on the machine as 
a qualified candidate for office, are herein referred to as 
irregular ballots in voting for presidential electors, a voter 
may vote an irregular ticket made up of the names of per- 
sons hi nomination by different parties, or partially of 
names of persons so in nomination and partial, y of names 
of persons not in nomination, or wholly of names of per- 
sons not in nomination by any party. Such irregular ballot 
shall be deposited, written or aff xed in cr upon the recep- 
tacle or device provided on the machine for that purpose. 
An irregular ballot must be cast in its appropriate place 
on the machine, or it shall be void and not counted. 

Sec. 19. LOCATION OF VOTING MACHINES.— At 
all elections whereat voting mach nes may be used, the 
arrangement of the po ling ro.m shall be the same as is 
now provided for by law; the exterior of the voting ma- 
chine and every part of the polling room shall be \ry^^&m 
view of the election officers ; the vot ng machine 4nall be 
placed at least three feet frcm every wall or partition ot 
the polling room and at least four feet from any table 
whereat any of the election officers may be engaged or 
seated. The voting machine sha'l be so placed that the 
ballots on the face of the machine can be plainly seen by 
the election officers and the party watchers when not n 
use by voters. The election off cers shall not themselves 
be, or permit any other person to be in any position or 
near any position that will permit one to see or ascertain 
how a voter votes, or how he has voted. The elect.on of- 
ficer attending the machine shall inspect the face of the 
machine after each voter has cast his vote, to see that 
the ballots on the face of the machine are in their proper 
places and that the machine has not been injured. During 
elections the door or other covering of the counter com- 
partment of the machine sha'l not be unlocked or open, 
or the counters exposed except for good and sufficient 
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reasons, a statement of which shall be made and signed 
by the election officers and shall be sent with their re- 
turns. No person shall be permitted in or about the 
polling room except as now provided by law in elections 
where ballots and ballot boxes are used. 

Sec. 20. TIME ALLOWED A VOTER.— Where a voter 
presents himself for the purpose of voting, the election 
officers shall ascertain whether hia name is upon the 
register of voters, and if his name appear thereon and no 
challenge be interposed, or if interposed, be not sustained, 
one of the election officers to be stationed at the entrance 
through the outer guard rail shall announce the name of 
the voter and permit him to pass through the entrance 
opening in the outer guard rail to the booth of the voting 
machine for the purpose of casting his vote ; no voter shall 
remain in the voting machine booth longer than two min- 
utes, unless for good and sufficient reason he be granted 
a longer period of time by the election officers in charge, 
and having cast his vote the voter shall at once emerge 
therefrom and leave the polling room by the exit opening 
in the outer guard rail ; if he shall refuse to leave after the 
lapse of two minutes he shall be removed by the election 
officers ; the election officers shall ascertain the name and 
address of each voter in the .manner now provided by law 
before he enters the voting machine booth for the pur- 
pose of voting; no voter after having entered and emerged 
from the voting machine booth shall be permitted to re- 
enter the same on any pretext whatever ; only one voter 
at a time shall be permitted to pass the outer guard rail. 

Sec. 21. INSTRUCTING VOTERS ON ELECTION 
DAY. — For the instruction of voters on any election days 
there shall, so far as practicable, be provided for each 
polling place a mechanically operated model of a portion of 
the face of the machine. Such model shall, during the 
election, be located on the election officer's table or in 
some other place which the voters must pass to reach the 
machine, and each voter shall before entering the machine 
booth be instructed regarding its operation and such in- 
struction illustrated on the model, and the voter given op- 
portunity to personally operate the model. The voter's at- 
tention shall also be called to the diagram of the face of 
the machine so that the voter can become familiar with 
the location of the questions and the names of the officers 
and candidates. In case any voter, after entering the vot- 
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ing machine booth, shall ask for further instructions con- 
cerning the manner of voting, two election officers of 
opposite political parties, if present, and if not, two elec- 
tion officers of the same party shall give such instruc- 
tions to him, but no officer or person assisting a voter 
shall in any manner request, suggest or seek to persuade 
or induce any such voter to vote for any particular tick- 
et, or for any particular candidate, or for or against 
any particular ticket, or for or against any particular 
candidate, or for or against any particular amendment, 
question or proposition. After giving such instructions 
and before such voter shall have registered his vote. 
the officers or persons assisting him shall retire and 
such voters, shall then register his vote in secret a3 he 
may desire. 

Sec. 22. BLIND OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOT- 
ERS. — The provisions of the election law relating to the 
assistance to be given to blind or physically disabled voters 
shall apply also where voting machines are used, and the 
word "booth," when used in such sections, shall be inter- 
preted to include the voting machine inclosure or curtain. 

Sec. 23. ANNOUNCING THE VOTE AND LOCKING 
THE MACHINE AGAINST VOTING.™ Immediately upon 
the close of the polls, the election officers shall lock and 
seal the voting machine against further voting and open 
the counter compartment in the presence of persons who 
may be lawfully present at that time, giving full view of 
the counters. The chairman of the Board of Elections, 
under the scrutiny of a member of the board of a different 
political party, if such member desires to be present, shall 
then in the order of the offices as their titles are ar- 
ranged on the machine, read and announce in distinct tones 
the result as shown by the counters, and s<hall then read 
the votes recorded for each office on the irregular ballots; 
he shall also, in the same manner read and announce the 
vote on each constitutional amendment preposition, or 
other question. As each vote is read and announced, it 
shall be recorded on two statements of canvass by two 
other members of the Board of Election inspectors, and 
when completed shall be compared with the numbers on 
the counters of the machine. If found to be correct, the 
result shall be announced by the chairman of the board 
and the statements of canvass, after being duly certified 
and sworn to, shall be filed as now provided by law for 
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filing election returns. After the reading and announcing 
of the vote, and before the doors of the counter compart- 
ment of the voting machine shall be closed, ample oppor- 
tunity shall be given to any person or persons lawfully 
present to compare the results so announced with the 
counters of the machine and any necessary corrections 
shall then and there be made by the Board of Elections. 
No tally sheets nor return blanks as required by law for 
use in election districts where paper ballots are used 
shall be furnished or used In election districts where 
voting machines are used, but in lieu thereof there shall 
be furnished two copies of a statement of canvass to con- 
form to the requirements of the voting machine or ma- 
chines being used. 

Sec. 24. LOCKING THE MACHINE AND RETURN- 
ING THE IRREGULAR BALLOTS— The election officers 
shall, as soon as the count is completed and fully ascer- 
tained, as by this Act required, lock the counter compart- 
ment and it shall so remain for a period of thirty days, 
except it be ordered opened by a court of competent juris- 
diction. Whenever irregular ballots of whatever descrip- 
tion have been voted, the election officers shall return all 
such ballots in a properly secured package endorsed "ir- 
regular ballots" and return and file such package with 
the original statement of the result of the election made 
by them. Such package shall be preserved for six months 
next succeeding such election, and it shall not be opened or 
its contents examined during that time except by order 
of a judge or a court lawfully empowered to direct the 
same to be opened and examined. At the end of said six 
months, said package may be opened and said ballots dis- 
posed of at the discretion of the official or body having 
charge thereof. 

Sec. 25. DISPOSITION OF KEYS.— The keys of the 
machine Bhall be enclosed in an envelope to be supplied 
by the custodian on which shall be written the number 
of the machine and the district and ward where it has 
been used, which envelope shall be securely sealed and en- 
dorsed by the election officers, and shall be returned to 
the officer from whom the keys were received. The num- 
ber on the seal and the number registered on the pro- 
tective counter shall be written on the envelope contain- 
ing the keys. A'l keys for voting machines shall be kept 
securely locked by the officials having them in charge. 



134 

It shall be unlawful for any unauthorized person to have 
in his possession any key or keys of any voting machine 
and all election officers or persons entrusted with such 
keys for election purposes, or in the preparation of the 
machine therefor, shall not retain them longer than neces- 
sary to use them for such legal purpose. All machines 
shall be boxed and stored as soon after the close of the 
election as possible, and the machines and the boxes for 
the machines shall at all times be stored in a suitable 
place. 

Sec. 26. APPLICATION OF PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
AND PENAL LAW. — Any unauthorized person found in 
possession of any such voting machine or keys thereof 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and fined in a 
sum iy>t less than twenty-five nor more than five hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not less than 
ten nor more than thirty days; and any person wilful jy 
tampering or attempting to tamper with, disarrange, de- 
face or impair in any manner whatsoever, or destroy any 
such voting machine while the same is in use at any elec- 
tion, or who shall, after such machine is locked in order to 
preserve the registration or record of any election made 
by the same, tamper or attempt to tamper with any vot- 
ing machine, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and on 
conviction thereof shall be imprisoned in the State Pris- 
on of this State at hard labor for not less than three 
nor more than ten years. 

Sec. 27. APPLICATION— All laws relating to elec- 
tions now in force in this State shall apply to all elections 
under this Act so far as the same may be applicable 
thereto; and so far as such provisions are not inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of the Act pertaining to the 
use of the paper ballots and ballot boxes. 

Sec. 28. The purpose and object of this bill is to pro- 
vide a proper method of experimenting with and trying 
out what is known as the mechanical balloting or voting 
machine, and in every case in which the governing au- 
thorities of any such city or county, as is hereinbefore 
described, shall adopt and place in use at any precinct or 
precincts of such city or county any such machine, the 
said governing authorities are hereby specifically author- 
ized and empowered to do anything necessary, whether 
specifically covered by this Act or not, which they shall 
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deem to be requisite to a fair, honest and satisfactory- 
trial and use of such machine. 

Sec. 29. Nothing in this Act shall in any way change, 
alter, repeal or modify any provision of the present elec- 
tion laws of the State of Florida, as the same shall now 
apply to and be operative in any election precinct in which 
such balloting machine shall not be used. 

Sec. 30. This Act shall take effect Immediately upon 
becoming a law. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 13897— (No. 333). 

An ACT to authorize the County Commissioners of Any 
County in the State of Florida Having a Population of 
Not Less Than 40,160 and Not More Than 40,165, Ac- 
cording to the Next Preceding Regular or Special State 
Census to Adopt for Use or Use Experimentally, a Vot- 
ing Machine or Voting Machines for the Conduct of 
Elections in Such Counties, and Setting Forth the Re- 
quirements of Such Voting Machines, and Prescribing 
the Method of Conducting Elections by and with the 
Use of Such Voting Machines, and Directing How the 
Official Returns of Elections Conducted With the 
Aid of Such Voting Machines Shall Be Made, and 
Providing a Penalty for Unlawfully Possessing Such 
Voting Machines or the Keys Thereto, and Pre- 
scribing a Penalty for Wilfully Tampering, or At- 
tempting to Tamper, Disarrange, Deface, or Im- 
pair Such Voting Machines, and Also Defining 
Some of the Terms Used in This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS.— The list of candidates 
used or to be used on the front of the voting machine for 
an election district in which a voting machine is used 
pursuant to law shall be deemed official ballots under this 
chapter. The word "ballot" as used in this article (except 
when reference is made to irregular ballots) means that 
portion of the cardboard or paper or other material within 
the ballot frames containing the names of the candidate 
and the designation of the party by which he was nomi- 
nated, or a statement of a proposed constitutional amend- 
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ment, or other question or proposition, with the word 
"yes" for voting for any question or proposition, and the 
wofd "no" for voting against any question. The term 
"question" shall mean any constitutional amendment, prop- 
osition or other question submitted to the voters at any 
election. The term "official ballot" shall mean the printed 
strips of cardboard containing the names of the candidates 
nominated and a statement of the questions submitted. 
The term "irregular ballot" shall mean a vote cast, by 
or on a special device, for a person whose name does not 
appear on the ballots. The term "voting machine cus- 
todian" shall mean the person who shall have charge of 
preparing and arranging the voting machine for elections. 
The term "protective counter" shall mean a separate 
counter built into the voting machine which cannot be 
reset, which records the total number of movements of 
the operating lever. 

Sec. 2. REQUIREMENTS OF VOTING MACHINES.— 
Any voting machines may be adopted, rented, purchased 
or used which shall be so constructed as to fulfill the fol- 
lowing requirements: It shall secure to the voter secrecy 
in the act of voting; it shall provide facilities for voting 
for or against as many questions as may be submitted; it 
shall permit the voter to vote for the candidates of one 
or more parties; it shall permit the voter to vote for as 
many persons for an office as he is lawfully entitled to 
vote for but no more; it shall prevent the voter from vot- 
ing for the same person more than once for the same of- 
fice; it sha'l permit the voter to vote for or against any 
question he may have the right to vote upon, but no 
other; if used in primary elections, it shall be so equipped 
that the election officials can lock out all rows except 
those of the voter's party by a single adjustment on the 
outside of the machine; it shall correctly register or re- 
cord, and accurately count all votes cast for any or all 
persons, and for or against any and all questions, 
it shall be provided with a "protective counter" or 
"protective device" whereby any operat on of the ma- 
Chine before or after the elction will be detected; it- 
shall be provided with a counter which shall show at 
all times during an election how many persons have voted; 
it shall be provided with a mechanical model illustrat- 
ing the manner of voting on the machine, suitable for 
the instruction of the voters, it may also be provided 
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with one device for each party, for voting for all the 
presidential electors of that party by one operation, and 
a ballot therefor containing only the words "Presidential 
Electors For" preceded by the name of that party and f ol 
lowed by the names of the candidates thereof for the of- 
fices of president and vice-president, and a registering de- 
vice therefor which shall register the vote cast for ?aid 
electors when thus voted collectively; provided, however, 
that means shall be furnished whereby the voters can 
cast a vote in part for the candidates for presidential elec- 
tors of one party and in part for those of one or more oth- 
er parties or in part or in whole for persons not nominat- 
ed by any party. Every voting machine shall be furnished 
with a lantern, or proper substitute for one, which .shall 
give sufficient light to enable voters while voting to read 
the ballot and suitable for use by the election officers in 
examining the counters. All voting machines used in any 
election shall be provided with a screen, hood or curtain 
which shall be so made and a justed as to conceal the voter 
and his actions while voting. 

Sec. 3. ADOPTION OF VOTING MACHINE.— The 
Board of County Commissioners of any county having 
a population of not less than 40,160 and not more than 
40,165, according to the next preceding regular or spe- 
cial State census, may adopt for use at election any 
"kind of voting machine that meets the requirements of 
this Act and thereupon such voting machine may be 
used at any or all elections held in such county, or in 
any part thereof for voting, registering and counting 
votes cast at such e'ectiens. Voting machines of dif- 
ferent kinds may be adopted for different districts in anv 
county having a population of not less than 40,160 and 
not more than 40,165, according to the next preceding 
regular or special State census. 

Sec. 4, EXPERIMENTAL USE OF VOTING MA- 
CHINE. — The county commissioners of any county having 
a population of not less than 40,160 and not more than 
40,165, according to the next preceding regular or special 
State census, authorized by the last preceding section to 
adopt a voting machine, may provide for the experimental 
use, at an election in one or more districts, of a machine 
or machines which they might thereafter permanently 
adopt, and the U3e of such machine or machines at such 
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election shall be as valid for all purposes as if it, or they, 
had been permanently adopted. 

Sec. 5. PROVIDING MACHINES— The authorities 
adopting the use of voting machines shall, as soon prac- 
ticable thereafter, provide for each polling place one or 
more voting machines in complete working order, and 
thereafter the authorities in charge of election shall pre- 
serve and keep them in repair, and shall have custody 
thereof when not in use at an election. If it shall be im- 
practicable to supply each and every election district 
with a voting machine or voting machines at any elec- 
tion following such adoption, as many may be supplied 
as it is practicable to procure, and the same may be 
used in such election district or districts within such 
county as the officers adopting the same may direct. 

Sec. 6. PAYMENT FOR MACHINES.— The boards of 
County Commissioners on the adoption and rental or pur- 
chase of voting machines may provide for the payment 
therefor in Bnch manner as they may deem for the best 
interest of their respective localities. 

Sec. 7. PRINTING OFFICIAL BALLOTS.— All ballots 
shall be printed on paper or clear white material, of such 
form and size as will fill the ballot frames of the machines, 
in plain color type as large as the space will reasonably 
permit. Party nominations shall be arranged on each vot- 
ing machine, either in columns or horizontal rows; the 
caption of the various ballots on said machines shall be so 
placed on said machines as to indicate to the voter what 
push knob, key lever or other device is to be used or 
operated in order to vote for the candidate or candidates 
of his choice. The order of the arrangement of parties 
and of candidates shall be as now required by law. 

Sec. 8. MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOTS AND FUR- 
NISHING OF INSTRUCTION BALLOTS— The officer or 
officers whose duty it may be under this Act to provide 
and furnish official ballots for any polling place where a 
voting machine is to be used, shall also provide two sample 
ballots or instruction ballots which sample or instruction 
ballots shall be arranged in the form of a diagram show- 
ing such portion of the front of the voting machine as it 
will appear after the official ballots are arranged thereon 
or therein for voting on election day. Such sample ballots 
shall be open to the inspection of all voters on ejection 
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day, in all primaries and general elections where voting 
machines are used. 

There shall be furnished to the election official, at each 
polling place, a sufficient number of sample baLots (a fac 
simile of the face of the machine) of a reduced size, so 
that one may be given to each voter desiring the same. 

Sec. 9. NUMBER OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS TO BE 
FURNISHED.— Two sets of official ballots shall be pro- 
vided for each polling place for each election district for 
use in and upon the voting machine, one 3et thereof shall 
be inserted or p'.aced in or upon the voting machine and 
the other shall be retained in the custody and possession 
of the board of elections, unless it shall become necessary 
during the course of the election to make use of the same 
upon or in the voting machine. 

Sec. 10. DUTY OF AUTHORITIES OF MUNICIPALI- 
TIES. — It shall be the duty of the authorites in charge of 
any election where a voting machine is to be used, to have 
the machine and all necessary furniture and appliances 
at the proper polling place or places before the time fixed 
fcr open ng of the po'.ls, and the counters set at zero 
(000), and otherwise in good and proper order for use at 
such election; and for the purpose of placing ballots in 
the ballot frames of the machine putting it in order, test- 
ing and adjusting and delivering the machine, the authori- 
ties in charge of elections may employ one or more com- 
petent persons to be known as custodian or custodians of 
voting machines; who shall be fully competent, thoroughly 
instructed, and sworn to perform their duties honestly 
and faithfully, and for such purpose shall be appointed 
and instructed at least thirty days before the election and 
shall be considered as officers of elections. Before pre- 
par'ng a voting machine for any election, written notice 
shall be mailed to the chairman of the local organization of 
at least two of the principal parties, stating the time and 
place where the machines will be prepared, at which time 
one representative of each of such political parties shall 
be afforded an opportunity to see that the machines are 
in proper condition for use in the, election; such repre- 
sentatives' shall be sworn to faithfully perform their 
duties and shall be regarded as election off'cials but shall 
not interfere with the custodians or assume any of their 
duties. When a machine has been so examined by such 
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representatives it shall be sealed with a numbered metal 
seal. Such representatives shall certify to the numbers of 
the machines, that all of the counters are set at zero (000) , 
and as to the number registered on the protective counter, 
if one is provided, and on the seal. After the preparation 
of the machines, an officer or officers or someone duly 
authorized, other than the person who has prepared them 
for election, shall inspect each machine, and report in 
writing, concerning the facts as to whether or not all the 
registering counters are set at zero (000), the machine 
is arranged in all respects in good order for the election 
and locked; and as to the number registered on the pro- 
tective counter; and on the seal. When a voting machine 
has been properly prepared for election, it shall be locked 
against voting and sealed; and the keys thereof shall be 
delivered to the board or officials having charge and 
control of elections, together with a written report made 
by the custodian, stating that it is in every way properly 
prepared for the election. After the voting machines shall 
be transferred to the polling places, it shall be the duty of 
the local authorities to provide ample protection against 
molestation or injury to the machine. The lantern or elec- 
tric light fixture shall be prepared in good order for use 
before the opening of the polls. 

Sec. 11. INSTRUCTION OF ELECTION OFFICERS.— 
Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days before 
each election, the custodian or custodians of the machine 
shall instruct the board of elections that arc to serve in an 
election district in the use of the machine, and in their 
duties in connection therewith; and he shall give to each 
member of the board of elections who has received such 
instruction and is fully qualified to properly conduct the 
election with the machine, a certificate to that effect. For 
the purpose of giving such instructions the custodian shall 
call such meeting or meetings of the board of elections as 
shall be necessary. Such custodian shall within five days, 
file a report with the board or official in charge of elec- 
tions stating that he has instructed the election officers, 
and the time and place where such instruction was given. 
The board of elections of each election district in which 
a voting machine is to be used shall attend such meeting, 
or meetings as shall be called for the purpose of receiving 
such instruction concerning their duties as shall be neces- 
sary for the proper conduct of the election with the ma- 
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chine. No member of any board of e'ections shall serve in 
any election at which a voting machine is used, unless he 
shall have received sueh instruction and ia fully qualified 
to perform the duties in connection with the machine, and 
has received a cert f icate to that effect from the custodian 
of the machines; provided, however, that this shall not 
prevent the appointment of a person as a member of the 
Board of Elections to fill a vacancy in an emergency. 

Sec. 12. INSTRUCTION OF VOTERS BEFORE ELEC- 
TION. — Where voting machines are to be used, the 
authorities in charge of elections shall designate suitable 
and adequate times and places where voting machines 
containing sample ballots showing titles of offices to be 
filled, and, so far as practicable, the names of candidates 
to be voted for at the next election shall be exhibited for 
the purpose of giving instructions as to the use of voting 
machines to all voters who apply for the same. No voting 
machine which is to be assigned for use in an election 
shall be used for such instruction after having been pre- 
pared and sealed for the election. During public exhibition 
of any voting machine for the instruction of the voters 
previous to an election, the counting mechanism thereof 
shall be eoncea'ed from view and the doors may be tempo- 
rarily opened only when authorized by the board or offi- 
cial having charge and control of the elections. 

Sec. 13. OFFICIAL BALLOTS FURNISHED.--Of- 
ficial ballots in the form and description set forth in this 
Act for use upon voting machine shall be prepared and 
furnished in the same manner, at the same time, and be 
delivered to the same" officials as now provided by law. 

Sec. 14. NUMBER OF VOTERS IN A DISTRICT.— 
Election districts in which voting machines are to be used 
may be altered, divided or combined so as to provide that 
each district in which the machine is to be used shall 
contain as nearly as may be seven hundred and fifty 
voters, and that each district in which two machines are 
to be used shall contain as nearly as may be one thou- 
sand voters, and that each district in which three ma- 
chines are to be used shall contain as nearly as may be 
one thousand five hundred voters, provided that nothing 
herein shall prevent any election district from containing 
a less number than above if necessary for the convenience 
of the voters. Whenever more than two machines are to 
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be used in a district, one additional member of the board 
of elections shall be appointed for each additional ma- 
chine. 

Sec. 15. If the official ballots for an election district 
or precinct, at which a voting machine is to be used, shall 
not be delivered in time for use on election day or after 
delivery shall be lost, destroyed or stolen, the clerk or 
other official, or officials whose duty it now is in such 
case to provide other ballots for use at such elections in 
lieu of those lost, destroyed or stolen, shall cause other 
ballots to be prepared, printed or written 03 nearly as may 
be of the form and description of the official ballots, and 
the board of election shall cause the ballots so substituted 
to be used at the election in the same manner, as nearly 
as may be, as the official ballots would have been. 

Sec. 16. VOTING MACHINE OUT OF ORDER— In 
case any voting machine used in any election district shall, 
during the times the polls are open, become injured so 
as to render it inoperative In whole or in part„ it shall be 
the duty of the election officers immediately to give notice 
thereof to the body providing such machine, and it shall 
be the duty of such body, if possible, to substitute a per- 
fect machine for the injured machine, and at the close of 
the polls, the record of both machines shall be taken, and 
the votes shown on their counters shall be added together 
in ascertaining and determining the results of the elec- 
tion; but if no other machine can be repaired in time for 
use at such election, unofficial ballots made as nearly as 
possible in the form of the official ballot may be used, re- 
ceived by the election officers and placed by them in a 
receptacle in such case to be provided by the election of- 
ficers, and counted with the votes registered on the voting 
machines; and the result shall be declared the same as 
though there had been no accident to the voting machine; 
the ballots thus voted shall be preserved and returned as 
herein directed with a certificate or statement setting 
forth how and why the same were voted. 

Sec. 17. OPENING OF THE POLLS.— The boards of 
election of each district shall attend at the polling place 
three-quarters of ah hour before the time set for open- 
ing of the polls, at each election, and shall proceed to ar- 
range within the guard rafl the furniture, stationery and 
voting machine for the conduct of the election. The boards 
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of election shall then and there have the voting machine, 
ballots, and stationery required to be delivered to them 
for such election. If not previously done, they shall in- 
sert in their proper place on the voting machine, the 
ballots containing the names of offices to be filled at such 
election and the names of candidates nominated therefor. 
The keys to the voting machine shall be delivered to the 
election officers at least three-quarters of an hour before 
the time set for opening the polls, in a sealed envelope, 
on which shall be written or printed the number and loca- 
tion of the voting machine ; the number of the seal and the 
number registered on the protective counter or device, as 
reported by the custodian. The envelope containing the 
keys shall not be opened until at least one member of the 
board from each of two political parties shall be present at 
the polling place, and shall have examined the envelope to 
see that it has not been opened. Before opening the en- 
velope, all election officers present shall examine the 
number on the seal on the machine, also the number regis- 
tered on the protective counter, and shall see if they are 
the same as the number written on the envelope; and if 
they are not the same, the machine must not be 
opened until the custodian or other authorized person, 
shal have been notified and shall have presented him- 
self at the polling place for the purpose of re-examin- 
ing such machine and shall certify that it it properly 
arranged. If the numbers on the seal and protective 
counter are found to agree with the numbers on the 
envelope, the election officers shall proceed to open the 
door concealing the counters, and each officer shall 
carefully examine every counter and see trat it regis- 
ters zero (000), and the same shall be subject to 
the inspection of official watcliers. The machine shall 
remain locked against voting until the polls are formally 
opened, and shall not be operated except by voters in vot- 
ing. If any counter is found not to register zero (000) the 
board of election shall immed ately notify the custodian, 
who shall, if practicable, adjust the counters at zero (000) 
but if it shall be impracticable for the custodian to arrive 
in time to 30 adjust such counters before the time set for 
opening the polls, the election officers shall immediately 
make a written statement of the designating letter and 
number of such counter, together with the number 
registered thereon, and shall sign and post same 
upon the wall of the polling room, where it shall remain 
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throughout election day, and in filling out the statement 
of canvass, they shall subtract such number from the 
number then registered thereon. 

Sec. 18. IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— Ballots voted for 
any person whose name does not appear on the machine as 
a qualified candidate for office, are herein referred to as 
irregular ballots. In voting for presidential electors, a voter 
may vote an irregular t.cket made up of the names of 
persons in nomination by different parties, or partially of 
names of persons so in nomination and partially of names 
of persona not in nomination, or wholly of names of per- 
sona not in nomination by any party. Such irregular ballot 
shall be deposited, written or affixed in or upon the recep- 
tacle or device provided on the machine for that purpose. 
An irregular ballot must be cast in its appropriate place 
on the machine, or it shall be void and not counted. 

Sec, 19. LOCATION OF VOTING MACHINES.— At 
all elections whereas voting machines may be used, the ar- 
rangement of the polling rocm shall be the same as is now 
provided for by law; the exterior of the voting mach.ne 
and every part of the polling room shall be in plain view 
of the election officers; the voting machine shall be placed 
at least three feet from every wall or partition of the 
polling room and at least four feet from any table whereat 
any of the election officers may be engaged or seated. The 
voting machine shall be so placed that the ballots on the 
face of the machine can be plainly seen by the election 
officers and the party watchers when not in use by voters- 
The election officers shall not themselves be, or permit 
any other person to be in any position or near any posi- 
tion that will permit one to see or ascertain how a voter 
votes, or how he has voted. The election officer attending 
the machine shall inspect the face of the machine after 
each voter has cast his vote, to see that the ballots on the 
face of the machine are in their proper places, and that 
the machine has not been injured. During elections the 
door or other covering of the counter compartment of the 
machine shall not be unlocked or open, or the counters ex- 
posed except for good and sufficient reasons, a statement 
of which shall be made and signed by the election officers 
and shall be sent with the returns. No person shall be per- 
mitted in or about the polling room except as now pro- 
vided by law in elections where ballots and ballot boxes 
are used. 
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Sec. 20. TIME ALLOWED A VOTER.— Where a voter 
presents himself for the purpose of voting, the election 
officers shall ascertain whether his name is upon the 
register of voters, and if his name appears thereon and no 
challenge be interposed, or if interposed, be not sustained, 
one of the election officers to be stationed at the entrance 
through the outer guard rail shall announce the name of 
the voter and permit him to pass through the entrance 
opening in the outer guard rail to the booth of the voting 
machine for the purpose of casting his vote; no voter 
shall remain in the voting machine booth longer than 
two minutes, unless for good and sufficient reason he be 
granted a longer period of time by the election officers in 
charge, and having cast his vote the voter shall at once 
emerge therefrom and leave the polling room by the exit 
opening in the outer guard rail ; if he shall refuse to leave 
after the lapse of two minutes he shall be removed by the 
election officers; the election officers shall ascertain the 
name and address of each voter in the manner now pro- 
vided by law, before he enters the voting machine booth 
for the purpose of voting; no voter after having entered 
and emerged frcm the voting machine booth shall be per- 
mitted to re-enter the same on any pretext whatever; 
only one voter at a time shall be permitted to pass the 
outer guard rail to vote. 

Sec. 21. INSTRUCTING VOTERS ON ELECTION 
DAY. — For the instruction of voters on any election days 
there shall, so far as practicable, be provided for each poll- 
ing place a mechanically operated model of a portion of 
the face of the machine. Such model, if furnished, shall, 
during the election, be located on the election officer's table 
or in some other place which the voters must pass to 
reach the machine, and each voter shall, before entering 
the machine, be instructed regarding its operation and 
such instruction illustrated on the model, and voter given 
opportunity to personally operate the model. The voter's 
attention shall also be called to the diagram of the face of 
the machine so that the voter can become familiar with 
the location of the questions and the names of the officers 
and candidates. In case any voter, after entering the vot- 
ing maching, shall ask for further instructions concerning 
the manner of voting, two election officers of opposite 
political parties, if present, and if not, two election of- 
ficers of the same party shall give such instructions to 
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him, but no officer or person assisting a voter shall in 
any manner request, suggest or seek to persuade or in- 
duce any such voter to vote any particular ticket, or tor 
any particular candidate, or for or against any particular 
ticket, or for or against any particular candidate, or for or 
against any particular amendment, question or proposition. 
After giving such instructions and before such voter shall 
have registererd his vote, the officers or persons assisting 
him shall retire and such voter" shall then register his vote 
in secret as he may desire. 

Sec. 22. BLIND OR PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOT- 
ERS. — The provisions of the election law relating to the 
assistance to be given to blind or physically disabled 
voters shall apply also where voting machines are used, 
and the word "booth," when used in such elections, shall 
be interpreted to include the voting machine enclosure or 
curtain. 

Sec. 23. ANNOUNCING THE VOTE AND LOCKING 
THE MACHINE AGAINST VOTING.— Immediately upon 
the close of the polls, the election officers shall lock and 
seal the voting machine against further voting and open 
the counter compartment in the presence of persons who 
may be lawfully present at that time, giving full view of 
the counters. The chairman of the board of elections, 
under the scrutiny of a member of the board of a different 
political party, if such member desired to be present, shall 
then in the order of the offices as their titles are arranged 
on the machine, read and announce in distinct tones the 
result as shown by the counters, and shall then read the 
votes recorded for each office on the irregular ballots; he 
shall also, in the same manner, read and announce the 
vote on each constitutional amendment, proposition,- or 
other question. As each vote is read and announced, it 
shall be recorded on two statements of canvass by two 
other members of the board of election inspectors, and 
when completed shall be compared with the numbers on 
the counters of the machine. If found to be correct, the 
result shall be announced by the chairman of the board 
and the statements of canvass, after being duly certified 
and sworn to, shall be filed as now provided by law for 
filing election returns. After the reading and announcing 
cf the vote, and before the doors of the counter compart- 
ment of the voting machine shall be closed, ample oppor- 
tunity shall be given to any person or persons lawfully 
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present to compare the results so announced with the 
counters of the machine and any necessary corrections 
shall then and thereby be made by the board of election. 
No tally sheets nor return blanks as required by law for 
use in election districts where paper ballots are used shall 
be furnished or used in election districts where voting ma- 
chines are used, but in lieu thereof there shall be fur- 
nished two copies of a statement of canvass to conform 
to the requirements of the voting machine or machines 
being used. 

Sec. 24. LOCKING THE MACHINE AND RETURN - 
ING THE IRREGULAR BALLOTS.— The election officers 
shall, as soon as the count is completed and fully ascer- 
tained, as by this Act required, lock the counter compart- 
ment and it shall so remain for a period of thirty days, 
except it be ordered opened by a court of competent juris- 
diction. Whenever irregular ballots of whatever descrip- 
tion have been voted, the election officers shall return all 
such ballots in a properly secured package endorsed "ir- 
regular ballots" and return and file such package with 
the original statement of the result of the election made by 
them. Said package shall be preserved for six months next 
succeeding such election, and it shall not be opened or its 
contents examined during that time except by order of a 
judge or a court lawfully empowered to direct the same to 
be opened and examined. At the end of said s.x months, 
said package may be opened and said ballots disposed of 
at the discretion of the official or body having charge 
therof. 

Sec. 25. DISPOSITION OF KEYS.— The keys of the 
machine shall be enclosed in an envelope to be supplied by 
the custodian on which shall be written the number of the 
machine and the district and ward where it has been used, 
which envelope shall be securely sealed and endorsed by 
the e'ection officers, and shall be returned to the officer 
from whom the keys were received. The number on the 
seal and the number registered on the projective counter 
shall be wr tten on the envelope containing the keys. AH 
keys for voting machine shall De kept securely locked by 
the officials having them in charge. It shall be unlawful 

for any unauthorized person to have in his possession any 

key or keys of any voting machine and all election officers 
or persons entrusted with such keys for election pur- 
poses, or in the preparation of the machine therefor, shall 
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not retain them longer than necessary to use them for 
such legal purpose. All machines shall be boxed and stored 
as soon after the c'ose of the election as possible, and the 
machines and the boxes for the machines shall at all 
times be stored in a suitable place. 

Sec. 26. APPLICATION F PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
AND PENAL LAW. — Any unauthorized person found in 
possession of any such voting machine or keys thereof 
shall be deemed gmlty of a misdemeanor and fined in a 
sum not less than twenty-five nor more than five hundred 
dollars, and imprisonment in the county jail, not less than 
ten nor more than thirty days; and any person wilfully 
tampering or attempting to tamper with, disarrange, de- 
face or impair in any manner whatsoever, or destroy any 
such voting machine white the same is in use at any elec- 
tion, or who shall, after such machine is locked in order to 
preserve the registration or record of any election made 
by the same, tamper or attempt to tamper with any vot- 
ing machine, shall be deemed guilty of a felony, and on 
conviction thereof sha'l be imprisoned in the State prison 
of this State at hard labor for not less than three nor 
more than ten years. 

Sec. 27. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its be- 
coming a law without such approval. 

Approved June 8, A. D. 1929. 



CHAPTER 14681— {No. 43). 

AN ACT to Provide that the Members of the Board of 
County Commissioners of all Counties Having a Popu- 
lation of not Less Than 10,000 and Not More Than 
11,000 According to the 1930 United States Census for 
Florida Shall Reside in Each Distr.ct From Which He 
is Elected and of Each District That He Represents as 
a Member of the Board of County Commissioners of 
Such County, and to Provide the Penalt.ea for the Vi- 
olation of this Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this 
Act each and every Member of the Board of County 
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Commissioners of a'l counties having a population of not 
less than 10,000 and not more than 11,000 according to 
the 1930 United States Census for Florida shall actually 
reside and live and be a permanent resident with his place 
of abode in each of the several County Commissioners 
Districts of such Counties, which each County Commis- 
sioner of such county is elected from or represents as a 
member of the Board of County Commissioners of such 
County. 

Sec. 2. That for the violation of the provisions of 
this Act and for the failure of any Member of the Board 
of County Commissioners to carry out the provisions of 
this Act by the failure to actually reside, live and have 
his place of abode in the County Commissioner's District 
from which he was elected and which he served as a 
Member of the Board of County Commissioners of such 
County shall be upon showing the Governor of the State 
of Florida immediately removed from office and the same 
shall be and become mandatory upon the Governor when 
it is shown to him that any Member of the Board of 
Counjy Commissioners of such counties have violated the 
provisions of this Act to remove such member immediate- 
ly and without delay. 

Sec. 3. Should any section, part, clause or provision 
be held inoperative or void, same shall not affect the 
legality or applicability of the balance thereof. 

Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its 
becoming a law without such approval. 

Approved June 15, 1931. 



CHAPTER 14689— (No. 51). 

AN ACT Relating to the Nomination and Election of 
County Commissioners in each County of the State of 
Florida Having a Population According to the Last 
Federal Census of More Than 155,000, and to provide 
for Their Nomination and Election by the Voters of 
Such Counties at Large and not by Districts, and to 
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Prescribe Where They shall Reside, and to Repeal all 
Laws in Conflict Herewith, 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That from and after the time that this Act 
shall become effective nominations for the office of Coun- 
ty Commissioners in all counties of the State of Florida 
having a population of more than 155,000 according to 
the last Federal Census, shall be made by the voters of 
the County at Large and not by districts as provided in 
Section 362 of the Revised General Statutes of Florida, 
or any other statute of said State, anything in said sec- 
tion or other statutes of the State of Florida to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 2. That from and after the time this Act shall 
become effective County Commissioners in all counties 
of the State of Florida having a population of more than 
155,000 according to the fast Federal Census shall be 
elected by the qualified electors of said County at Large 
and not by Districts. 

Sec. 3. Every candidate for the office of County 
Commissioner shall reside in the County Commissioner's 
District for which he is a candidate in any primary or 
general election. 

Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith 
are hereby repealed, and this Act shall take effect upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its be- 
coming a law without such approval. 

Approved June 15, 1931. 



CHAPTER 14890— (No. 252). 

AN ACT to Provide for Re-registration of AH Voters for 
All elections to be held in the year 1932, and sub- 
sequent Years Thereafter, in Counties of This State 
Having a Population of More Than Thirty-one Thou- 
sand Eight Hundred and Fifty and Not More Than 
Thirty-one Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-five 
Inhabitants, According to the Federal Census A. D. 
1930, and Providing That Registration of Voters Here- 
tofore Had in Such Counties Shall be Null and Void 



151 

and of No Force and Effect After January 1st, A. D. 
1932, and Providing That the Board or* County Com- 
missioners of Such Counties Shall Have the Authority 
to Alter or Change Any Election and Registration Dis- 
trict, Voting Place or Precinct in Such Counties, and 
Providing For the Time to Apply for Re-registration 
in Such Counties. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. In all Count es in this State having a popu- 
lation of more than Thirty-one Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Fifty and not more than Thirty-one Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Seventy-five inhabitants according to the 
Federal Census A. D. IS 30, the Board of County Commis- 
sioners of such counties shall provide for a re-registra- 
tion of all voters of such counties who intend to register 
and qualify for voting in any General, Primary or Special 
election to be held in the year A. D. 1932, or subsequent 
years thereafter, and in order to accomplish such re-regis- 
tration of such voters, it shall be the duty of the Super- 
visors of Registration of such counties to immediately 
open their registration books for the purpose of register- 
ing or re-registering such voters as may desire to register 
or qualify to vote in any general, primary or special elec- 
tion to be held in the year A. D. 1932, or subsequent 
years thereafter, and to re-register all voters of such 
counties. 

Sec. 2. All registration of voters heretofore had in 
the counties of the population described in Section 1 of 
this Act shall be null and void and of no force and effect 
on and after January 1st, A. D. 1932, 

Sec. 3. Any person who may desire and who possesses 
the qualifications prescribed by law for becoming a 
registered voter in the counties hereinbefore described 
may, at any time after this Act becomes law, apply to the 
Registration Officers in such counties described in Section 
1 of this Act, for the purpose of being registered or re- 
registered, as the case may be, according to law, and it 
shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Registration of 
such counties to register or re-register any such person 
who may be found to possess the qualification required 
by law for becoming a legal voter in such couties for any 
General, Primary or Special Election, for which such voter 
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desires to register; and all books containing the registra- 
tion of voters herein provided for shall be deemed, taKen 
and held to be legal registration books of such counties, 
and shall be used in all General, Primary or Special Kiec- 
t.ons held in the year A. D. 1932, and thereafter until 
otherw.se provided by law. 

Sec. 4. The Supervisors of Registration of such coun- 
ties shall appoint, subject to removal at any time by such 
supervisor, a District Registration Officer for each Elec- 
tion District in his county, whose duty it shall be to at- 
tend to the registration and re-registration of electors 
in such districts in substantial conformity with the provi- 
sions of the general law applicable thereto and in addi- 
tion thereto such District Registration Officers shall keep 
their books open for such time, or times, as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Board of County Commissioners of such 
counties. 

Sec. 5. In such counties it shall not be necessary for 
the Supervisor of Registration to publish a certified list 
of the registered and qualified electors of each elec- 
tion district as is now provided by law. 

Sec. 6. The County Registration books in all such 
counties shall be kept open on each week day from 9:00 
A. M. to 12:00 A. M. ana from 2:00 P. M. to 5:00 P. M. 
in the office of the Supervisor of Registration in each 
of the counties for the registration and re-registration of 
electors during the year 1932; and in subsequent years 
thereafter such registration books shall be kept open in 
the manner and at such time or times as provided bj 
general law applicable thereto, provided, however, that 
said registration books shall close before each General, 
Primary or Special election at the time and in the manner 
required by the general laws governing both primary and 
general elections in said State, but shall, during the year, 
1932, re-open for registration purposes the day following 
the said election or elections, and in subsequent years 
thereafter said registration books shall open and close in 
the manner provided by the general laws applicable 
thereto. 

Sec. 7. The Board of County Commissioners in 
each of such counties in addition to its powers relative 
to altering, changing or creating new election or 
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registration districts ia hereby empowered at any time 
prior to the 1st day of January A. D. 1932, to alter or 
change any election and registration district, voting 
place or precinct to in such county, or to create new dis- 
tricts, designating each district by number, and at the 
most suitable point in the district to establish a voting 
place or precinct, at which voting place or precinct there 
shall be a polling place as now provided by law, and in 
altering or changing any election and registration dis- 
trict voting place or precinct, or creating new districts in 
such county, the Board of County Commissioners shall 
act in substantial conformity with the provisions of the 
general law applicable thereto. 

Sec. 8. Any provision of this Act which may, for 
any reason, be declared invalid may be eliminated from 
this Act, and the remaining portion or portions thereof 
shall be and remain in full force and as valid as if such 
invalid provision had not been incorporated herein. 

Sec. 9. All laws and parts of laws in conflict here- 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 10. This Act shall take effect immediately 
upon its becoming a law either with or without the Gov- 
ernor's approval. 

Approved June 4> 1931. 



CHAPTER 15036— (No. 398). 

AN ACT Fixing the Compensation of the Supervisors of 
Registration in Counties in the State if Florida Hav- 
ing a population of Not Less Than Thirty-five Thou- 
sand (35,000) and Not More Than Forty-five Thousand 
(45,000) According to the Last Preceding Federal Cen- 
sus. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That Supervisors of Registration in all 
Counties of the State of Florida having a population of 
not less than Thirty-five Thousand (35,000) and not 
more than Forty-five Thousand (45,000) according to 
the last preceding Federal Census, shall be entitled to 
and shall be paid the sum of Twelve Hundred ($1200.00) 
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Dollars per annum, payable in equal monthly install- 
ments by the County Commissioners of such Counties. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect immediately 
upon its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon 
its becoming a law without such approval. 

Approved May 19, 1981. 



• 



CHAPTER 15629— (No. 29). 

AN ACT to provide for Re-registration of All Voters for 
Primary and General Elections to be Held in the Year 
A. D. 1932 and Every Four Years Thereafter in Coun- 
ties of the State of Florida Having a Population of not 
Less Than Fifty-five Thousand and Not More Than 
Seventy Thousand According to the Last Preceding 
State or Federal Census and Defining the Time When 
Registration Books in Each of Said Counties Shall Be 
Kept Open and Prescribing the Duties and Compensa- 
tion of Registration Officers and Providing Necessary 
Clerical Assistance in Connection Therewith. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. In all counties of this State having a popu- 
lat on of not less than fifty -five thousand and not more 
than seventy thousand according to the iast preceding 
State or Federal Census, the County Commissioners shall 
provide for a re-registration of all voters of such counties 
who intend to vote and qualify for voting in any general 
or primary election to be held in the year A. D. 1932 and 
at regular four year intervals subsequent thereto, and in 
order to accomplish such re- registration oi such voters 
it shall be the duty of the Supervisors of Registration of 
such counties to immediately open their registration 
books for the purpose of registering or re-registering 
such voters as may desire to register and qualify to vote 
in any general or primary election to be beld in the year 
A. D. 1932 or subsequent years thereafter. 

Sec. 2. All registration of voters heretofore had in 
counties of the population described in Section 1 of this 
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Act shall be null and void and of no force and effect on 
and after January 1, A. D. 1932. 

Sec. 3. On and after January 1, A. D. 1932 the 
county registration books in all counties in the state of 
Florida having a population as herein referred to shall 
be kept open on each week day from 9:00 o'clock A. M. 
to 5:00 o'clock P. M. in the office of the Supervisor of 
Registration in each of said counties for the registration 
of electors for all general, special and primary elections, 
provided, however, that said registration books shall c'.ose 
before each general election, special or primary election 
at the time and in the manner now required by law gov- 
erning both primary and general elections in said State 
but shall re-open for registration purposes the day fol- 
lowing said election or elections. 

Sec. 4. Any person who may desire or who pos- 
sesses the qualifications provided by law for becoming a 
registered voter in the counties hereinbefore described 
may at any time on or after January 1, 1932, apply to the 
registration officers in the counties described in Section 
One of this Act for the purpose of being registered or re- 
registered, as the case may be, according to law and it 
shall be the duty of the Supervisor of Registration of 
such counties to interrogate specifically any such appli- 
cant as to his residence, the time same was etablished in 
said county and State and whether or not any residence 
is maintained elsewhere and shall register or re-register 
any such person who may be found by him to possess the 
qualifications required by law for becoming a legal voter 
in such county for any general or primary election for 
which such voter desires to register, and all books con- 
taining the registration of voters herein provided for 
shall be delivered, taken and held to be legal registration 
books of such counties and shall be used in all general 
and primary elections in the years A. D. 1932 and there- 
after until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 5. Registration and/or re-registration may be 
made by district registration officers under the super- 
vision of the registration officer in the same manner and 
at the same time or times as now provide by law prior 
to the holding of any primary or general election, pro- 
vided, however, that the compensation for such district 
registration officers shall be allowed and paid by the 
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Boards of County Commissioners in such counties and 
shall not exceed in the aggregate fifteen cents (15c) for 
each registration. Provided, further that each district 
registration officer shall receive for his official duties in 
being custodian of the registration books in his precinct 
during the time prescribed by law an amount to be fixed 
by the Board of County Commissioners which shall not 
be less than five dollars ($5,00). 

Sec. 6. The compensation to be paid the Supervis- 
or of Registration in said counties in lieu of all other 
compensation now allowed by law for his services as such 
shall be the sum of twenty -four hundred dollars ($2,400.- 
00) per annum, payable in equal monthly payments of 
two hundred dollars ($200.00) each, provided that the 
Board of County Commissioners shall furnish such cleri- 
cal help as in the opinion of said Board will be capable 
and efficient and shall fix the salary to be paid for same. 
Provided, further, that all income received by said Super- 
visor of Registration from the furnishing of lists for city 
or special district elections shall be paid over to the Board 
of County Commissioners of such counties. 

Sec. 7. It is declared to be the intent and purpose 
of this Act that in each of said counties there shall be 
complete re-registration of voters each and every four 
years and that the salary of the Supervisor of Registra- 
tion of such counties shall be the sum of twenty-four 
hundred dollars ($2,400.00) in lieu of all other compensa- 
tion for his official services rendered as such Supervisor 
of Registration and that nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to affect the laws governing the registra- 
tion of electors now in effect in any counties in the State 
of Florida not coming within the limits prescribed herein 
as to population. 

Sec. 8. Only such and parts of laws in conflict 
with the provisions of this Act be and the same are here- 
by repealed. 

Sec. 9. This Act shall become effective on January 
4, A. D. 1932. 

Approved June 26, 1931. 



CHAPTER 15773— (No. 55). 
AN ACT Relating to the Registration of Electors of All 
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Counties Within the State of Florida Having a Popula- 
tion of Not Less Than 10,3i;5 and Not More Than 
10,375, According tp the Federal Census of 1930; and 
Providing for the Defraying of the Expenses of Same. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That all electors of each and every county 
within the State of Florida having a population of not 
less than 10,325 and not more than 10,375, according to 
the Federal Census of 1930, before participating or being 
Qualified to vote in any special, general or primary elec- 
tion to be held in said counties shall be required to re- 
register in a new set of registration books which sha.l be 
provided by said county or counties for each of the polling 
precincts thereof. 

Sec. 2. Said registration by said electors to be 
done at the time, in the manner, and at the place as is 
now provided by the general laws of the State of Florida. 
That said books shall be furnished by said County to the 
Registration Officer thereof, who shall have charge of 
the registration of electors, and who shall be compensated 
therefor in a sum not to exceed Three Hundred DoDars. 

-Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Governor, or upon becoming a law 
without such approval. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 

HOUSE BILL No. 5 

AN ACT to provide for the Holding of State Conven- 
tions for the Purpose of Ratifying or Rejecting Pro- 
posed Amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of IFhrida: 

Section 1. CONVENTIONS.— HOW CONSTITUTED. 
— Whenever the Congress of the United States shall pro- 
pose, to conventions in the several States, an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States for ratification 
or rejection, and shall not have provided the manner in 
which such conventions shall be constituted, the con- 
ventions in this State shall be chosen and constituted in 
the manner herein prescribed and shall function in ac- 
cordance with this Act. 
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Sec, 2. NUMBER AND QUALIFICATIONS F 
DELEGATES. — Such convention shall consist of sixty- 
seven delegates from the State at large. Each delegate 
shall possess the qualifications of a member of the House 
Representatives of the Legislature of this State ; and each 
3hall hold office from the date of his election and until 
the convention shall have discharged the duties for which 
it was selected. 

Sec. 3. SPECIAL ELECTIONS.— QU A L I F I C A - 
TIONS OF VOTERS.— The delegates composing such 
convention shall be elected at a special election which 
shall be held in each county of this State on a date to be 
fixed by the Governor, not less than five (5) months and 
not more than ten (10) months after the date of the 
proposal by the Congress. The Governor shall issue his 
call for such election at least forty-five (45) days prior 
to the date thereof, which, as soon as issued, shall be 
published by the Secretary of State at least one time, in 
a newspaper of general circulation in each county. Such 
election shall be conducted, except as herein specified, in 
all respects in the manner and form prescribed by the 
laws of the State for holding general elections. 

All electors who were duly qualified to vote in the last 
preceding general election shall be qualified to vote in 
such special election without further registration or 
further payment of poll taxes. The registration books in 
each county shall be opened ten (10) days after the 
Governor shall issue his call and shall remain open, in 
each county, until and including the tenth day before the 
election, during which time all persons who have not 
been registered, though entitled to be or who shall have 
become entitled to registration since the last general 
election, shall be permitted to register. During the time 
in which the registration books are requ.red to be kept 
open by this section, any registered voter shall be per- 
mitted to qualify to vote in such electron. 

PROVIDED : That if any general election be held in 
this State within one (1) year after the date of the pro- 
posal by the Congress, such delegates shall be chosen at 
such general election and all electors qualified to vote in 
such general election shall be qualified to vote for such 
delegates, unless the Governor, by his proclamation, shall 
require such delegates to be chosen at a special election, 
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in which event they shall be elected as herein provided. 

Sec. 4. CANDIDATES.— HOW QUALIFIED.— PE- 
TITIONS. — Any person desiring to become a candidate 
for election as a delegate to said convention shall file a 
sworn application with the Secretary of State on 'such 
form as that official shall prescribe, not less than twenty 
(20) days before the date of election, in which shall be 
stated his name in full, his residence, his age, his color 
and his occupation. Such ' application shall also state, 
under oath, that the applicant is a citizen of the United 
States and of the State of Florida and that he is a quali- 
fied elector of the county in which he resides. The appli- 
cant may also state whether or not he favors the ratifi- 
cation of the ..proposed amendment or opposes it and 
whether, or not 'he desires his name to appear upon the 
ballot as favpring or. -opposing sueh. amendment or as un- 
pledged. . , = : 

If the applicant shall request that his name appear on 
the ballot as favoring or as opposing the amendment, his 
application shall be accompanied by a qualification fee 
of Twenty-five DoLars ( $25.00) and by one or more 
petitions, requesting that his" name be placed upon the 
official ballot, and signed by not fewer than five pundfed 
qualified electors. It shall be permissible ^br jiny nurh> 
ber of qualified voters to - join in one, o)* more; petitions 
request ng the placing on the official ballot "of the 
names of more than one candidate but not' exceeding the 
total number to be elected. Any .applicant may . .with- 
draw his name at any time, before the ballots are 
actually printed. ii»;:i f*i#*H h':*HT* 

gee. 5. BALLpTS-APREPARATION AND ^blflP 
OF. — The ballots shall M prepared by the Secretary of 
State and distributed by him to the County Commis- 
sioners in the several counties at least ten-ti^O) days 
prior to such ejection. They shall contain the substance 
of the proposed amendment and in alphabetical order 
(a) the names of all candidates who shall have declared 
in favor of the ratification of such amendment; and (b) 
the names of all candidates who shall have decjare.d 
against the ratification of such amendment; and (c) 
the names of all candidates who sTiall hiVe qualified 
without pledging themselves either for Or again it '"the 
amendment. When delegates are elected at general' elee- 
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tions as provided In Section 3, such matters shall be 
printed on the general election ballots, in either event, 
in addition to the names of unpledged cand dates 
printed on said ballots and whether there be any such 
names on said ballots or not, there shall be provided, 
under the caption "(c)" blank lines in equal number to 
the number of persons who may be elected as such dele- 
gates. 

Sec. 6. CLERK AND INSPECTORS— The Board 
of County Commissioners of each county shall appoint 
clerks and inspectors of election for such special elec- 
tion in accordance w.th the general election laws, except 
that such appointments may be made at any time more 
than five (5) days prior to the election; whereupon they 
shall publish the names of such inspectors and clerks 
in a newspaper printed in the county. l*he clerks and 
inspectors of election shall receive compensation at the 
rate of Five Dollars ($5.00) per diem for each day ac- 
tually and necessarily served in performing their duties 
as such. Such compensation, together with other lawful 
expenses incurred by the several Boards of County 
Commissioners, shall be paid as provided in Section 11, 
after the several Boards of County Commissioners shall 
have certified the same to the Board of State Can- 
vassers and such accounts shall have been approved uy 
such Board of titate Canvassers. 

Sec. 7. CANVASS OF RETURNS— Within three 
(3) days after the date of such special elections the 
County Commissioners shall meet and canvass the re- 
turns thereof in their respective counties and transmit 
the same to the Secretary of State. W.thin fourteen 
(14) days after the date of such special elections the 
Board of State Canvassers shall meet and canvass such 
returns. Such Board shall thereupon declare the sixty- 
seven candidates who received the greatest number of 
votes in the State at Large, to have been elected as 
delegates to such convention; and shall immediately 
issue a certificate of election to each of such persons. In 
case of a tie the Board of State Canvassers shall select 
the delegates from those receiving the tie votes. 

Sec. 8. CONVENTION.— TIME AND PLACE OF 
MEETING. — The delegates to the convention shall meet 
in such place as shall be provided for that purpose by 
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the Secretary of State, at the State Capitol at Talla- 
hassee on the second Tuesday in the month following 
their election, at 12:00 o'clock noon. They shall there- 
upon constitute a convention to ratify or reject the pro- 
posed amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Sec. 9. CONVENTION— QUORUM.— OFFICERS. 
-*. POWERS— EXPENSES— The convention shall have 
power to ratify or reject the proposed amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States for which ?* shall 
have been selected; to choose a President and a Secre- 
tary and all other necessary officers, clerks and attaches; 
to fill vacancies in its membership; and to make ru.es 
governing its procedure. It shall be the sole judge of the 
election and qualifications of its members. A majority 
of the total number cf delegates elected to the conven- 
tion shall constitute a quorum. 

The delegates to such convention shall serve without 
compensation or expenses; but the Secretary and other 
officers, clerks and attaches shall receive such compen- 
sation as may be fixed by the convention. 

The convention shall have no other power than that 
hereby expressly conferred or is necessarily incident to 
the purpose of its creation; any other action attempted 
to be taken by it shall be utterly null, void and of non 
effect. 

Sec. 10. CONVENTION— RECORD OF ACTION. 
— When the convention shall have agreed, by "yea" 
and "nay" vote of a majority of the total numoer of 
delegates elected, to the ratification or rejection cf 
the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, a certificate to that effect shall be exe- 
cuted by its President and Secretary and filed with the 
Secretary of State of Florida. A copy of the minutes of 
its proceedings, likewise signed by such officials, shall 
also be filed with the Secretary of State. It shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of State of Florida, after the filing of 
such certificate, to transmit a copy thereof, certified 
under the Great Seal of Florida, to the becretary of 
State of the United States. 

Sec. 11. APPROPRIATION— For the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of preparing for, conducting, 
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holding and declaring the result of the election provided 
for by this Act, and also for the purpose of defraying 
the expenses allowed by this Act for the holding of 
sessions of the convention.. as herein provided, to be 
audited by the Comptroller, there is hereby appropriated 
out of the general revenue fund of the State of r'kir.da 
a sufficient sum of money for the payment of all 
amounts necessary to be expended under the terms of 
this Act, which sums of money shall be disbursed by 
the State of Florida and pursuant to warrants drawn by 
the Comptroller upon the Treasurer for the payment of 
same. 

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE.— This Act shall 
take effect upon its becoming a law. 

Approved June 7th, 1933. 



CHAPTER 16753— (No. 896). 

HOUSE BILL No. 603 

An Act Requiring the Registration of the Electors of 
Washington County, Florida, in a New Set of Regis- 
tration Books Before Being Qualified to Vote in Any 
General, Special or Primary Election to Be Held in 
Said County After May 1, 1934; and Providing for the 
Furnishing of Said Books to the Supervisor of Reg- 
istration of Said County; and Providing That Said 
Books Shall Be the Legal Registration Books of Said 
County; and Providing the Times, Places and Manner 
of Such Registration; and Providing That All Electors 
Once Registering in Said New Primary Books Shall 
Thereafter Be Deemed Duly Registered for All Primary 
Elections, and That AH Electors Once Registering in 
Said New General Election Books Shall Thereafter Be 
Deemed to Be Duly Registered for All General and 
Special Elections, So Long as They Reside in the Elec- 
tion Precinct in Which They So Register and Their 
Names Shall Be Carried Upon Such Books as Electors 
Duly Registered for Such Elections; and Providing 
for the Compensation of Registration Officers for 
Services Under this Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That all electors of Washington County, 
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Florida, before participating in or being qualified to 
vote in any general, special or primary election to be 
held in said County alter the first oay of May A. D. 
1934, shall be required to register in a new set of reg- 
istration books, which books shall be furnished to- the 
Supervisor of Registration of Said County by the 
Board of County Comm.ssioners thereof and shall be 
the legal registration books of said County. 

Sec. 2. That registration in said new books shall 
be done at the times and places, and in the manner, 
provided by general law. 

Sec. 3. That all electors once registering in said 
new primary registration books t>hall thereafter be 
deemed to be duly registered for all primary elections, 
and all electors once registering in said new general 
election books shall thereafter be deemed to be duly 
registered for all general and special elections, so long 
as they reside in the election precinct in which they so 
register and their names shall be carried upon such 
books as electors duly registered f«r such elections. 

Sec 4. That the compensation of the Super- 
visor of registration and District registration officers 
of said County for services under this Act shall be such 
sum per person registered in said new books as shall 
be allowed by the Board of County Commissioners of 
said County, not to exceed ten cents per person so 
registered. 

Approved May 10, 1933. 



CHAPTER 16706— {No. 849). 

SENATE BILL No. 699 

AN ACT to Provide That the Members of the Board 
of Public Instruction of Sumter County, Florida, Shall 
Be a Resident of and Shall Actually Reside in the 
District From Which Re -it Elected, and of the District 
That He Represents as a Member of the Board of 
Public Instruction of Such County, and to Provide a 
Penalty for the Violation of This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That from and after the passage of 
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this Act that every member of the Boari 
of Public Instruction of Sumter County, Florida, shall 
reside and live and be a permanent resident with his 
actual place of abode in each of the several Board of 
Public Instruction Districts of such County, which each 
member of the Board of Public Instruction of such 
County is elected from or represents as a member of 
such Board of Sumter County, Florida. 

Sec. 2. That for the violation of the provisions 
of this Act and for failure of any member of the Board 
of Public Instruction to carry out the provisions of 
this Act by the failure to actually reside, live and have 
his place of abode in the district from which he was 
elected and which he served as a member of the Board 
of Public Instruction of such County shall be upon 
showing the Governor of the State of Florida immedi- 
ately removed from office and the same shall be and be- 
come mandatory upon the Governor when it is shown 
to him that any member of the Board of Public In- 
struction of such County of Sumter have violated the 
provisions of this Act to remove such member imme- 
diately and without delay. 

Sec. 3. Should any section, part, clause or pro- 
vision be held inoperative or void, same shall not af- 
fect the legality or applicability of the balance thereof. 

Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect immed ately 
upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon 
its becoming a law without such approval. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 



CHAPTER 16705— (No. 848). 
SENATE BILL No. 700 

AN ACT to Provide That the Members of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Sumter County, F.orida, 
Shall Be a Resident of and Shall Actually Reside in the 
District From Which He is Elected, and of the D.strict 
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That He Represents as a Member of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Such County, and to Provide 
a Penalty for the violation of This Act. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That from and after the passage of 
this Act that every member of the Board of Uounty 
Commissioners of Sumter County, Florida, shall ac- 
tually reside and live and be a permanent resident 
with his actual place of abode in each of the several 
County Commissioners Districts of such County, 
which each County Commissioner of such county is 
elected from or represents as a member of the Board 
of County Commissioners of Sumter County, Florida. 

Sec. 2. That for the violation of the provisions 
of this Act and for the failure of any member of the 
Board of County Commissioners to carry out the pro- 
visions of this Act by the failure to actually reside, 
live and have his place of abode in the County Com- 
missioner's District from which he was elected and 
which he served as a member of the Board of County 
Commissioners of such County shall be upon showing 
the Governor of the State of Florida immediate y re- 
moved from office and the same shall be and become 
mandatory upon the Governor when 't is shown to 
him that any member of the Board of County Com- 
missioners of such County of Sumter have violated 
the provisions of this Act to remove such member 
immediately and without delay. 

Sec. 3. Should any section, part, clause or pro- 
vision be held inoperative or void, same shall not af- 
fect the legality or applicability of the balance there- 
of. 

Sec. 4. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its 
becoming a law without such approval. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 
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CHAPTER 16243— (No. 386). 

SENATE BILL No. 590 

AN ACT Fixing and Providing for the Payment 
of Salaries of Supervisors of Registration in Counties 
of the State of Florida Having a Population of Not 
Less Than Six, Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty- 
,nine (6,859) and Not More Than Six Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eighty (6,880 J, According to the Last 
Federal Census. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of ike State of .Florida: . 

Section 1. That from and after July 1, 1933, 
Supervisors of Registration of the several Counties 
of the State of Florida having a population of not 
less than Six Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty- 
nine (6,859) and not more than Six Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eighty (6,880), as shown by the last 
Federal Census of said State shall each receive an 
annual salary of Four Hundred and Twenty ($420.- 
00) Dollars per annum. 

Sec. 2. That said salaries shall be paid in 
twelve equal monthly installments of Thirty-five 
($35.00) Dollars each and shall be audited, approved 
and allowed as other accounts and salaries against 
said Counties. ., .-. .■-■.■ ■ *i 

Sec. 3. All laws and parts of laws in conf.ict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 4. This Act shall become effective im- 
mediately upon its passage and approval by the 
Governor or upon becoming a law without such ap- 
proval. 

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 



CHAPTER 16014— (No. 157). 

SENATE BILL No. 22 

An Act Prescribing Qualifications of Electors in Special 
Elections Called and Held to Elect State Senators and 
Members of the House of Representatives in Case of 
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Vacancies; and Relieving Electors From Paying a Poll 
Tax Subsequent to the Last General Election as a 
Qualification to Vote in the Special Election. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That at all special elections called and 
held to" fill a vacancy in the office of State Senator 
or member of the House of Representatives, all 
electors who were qualified to vote at the last pre- 
ceding General Election and who at the time of the 
special election are qualified electors in all other re- 
spects than as to poll tax payments, are declared 
to be duly qualified electors in such special election, 
without payment of any further or other poll tax. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. This Act shall take effect immediately up- 
on its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its 
becoming a law without his approval. 

Approved April 8, 1933. 

CHAPTER 16013— (No. 156). 
HOUSE BILL No. 725 

t 

An Act Relating to Qualifications of Voters in Special 
Tax School District Elections Held in the State of 
Florida. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. That all voters residing within any special 
tax school district in the State of Florida, who paid a 
tax on real or personal property and voted in the General 
Election next preceding the date of holding any elec- 
tion pertaining to such Special Tax School District, 
shall hereafter be entitled to vote in such last men- 
tioned election. 

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
herewith are hereby specifically repealed. 

Sec. 3. This Act shaTl fake effect upon its be- 
coming a law. 

Approved May 3, 1933. 
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CHAPTER 16697. 

Acta of 1933, Created a Budget Com- 
mission for Sumter County, and provided for their 
election. For the subject matter in full see the Gener- 
al Acts of 1933, Laws of Florida. 
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ELECTIONS 

Ballot, canvass „ „ _ 40 

Ballot, secret „... 30 
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Canvass of ballots, proclamation - 41 

Canvass, certificate of result . 42 
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Certificates made and transmitted by Secretary 
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Penalty unlawful use money to change County site 65 

Polling places _ - — 30 
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Penalty for casting more than one „ 62 

Penalty for corruptly influencing 61 

Penalty for disclosing how elector votes 68 

Penalty for deceiving _ __ 68 
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Pena'ty for threat to control votes of employees 64-65 

FREEHOLDERS 
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Books and blanks furnished by Secretary State 18 
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